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The Being and Efficacy of Providence is 
Aſſerted and Vindicatel: The Methods of 
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| To the RicuT HoxouraBLE | we. 
WILLIAM 
Duke of BEDFORD, 


And Knight of the Moſt Noble 
ORDER of the GaRE X. 


My LORD, | | 
T was a weighty and ſavoury Speech, which 

a Pious Pen once ſaved from your Lordſhip's 

Lips, viz. That Yow accounted the Prayers of Mr. Iſaac ' 
od's Miniſters and People the befÞ®Walls about your Ambroſe 
lonſe. He that ſo accounts, dpubtleſs under. 71. to 
ands, that Prayer engageth Providence, Ia. 8 
1. And Providence 15 engaged, is the ſureſt 
Lunition, Fob I. IO. | 
Many great Men encloſe their Dwellings with 
high Wall, but the Foundation (as the Wiſeſt 
Men obſerves) is laid in their own Conceits, 
ov. 18. 11. Yea, in Sin, and crying Sin too, 
6.2.12, Of ſuch Walls we may fay, as the 
= x A2 Oracle 
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World. 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
Oracle to Phocas, zi vols rd rex dos de wor 72 
dan. If the Building emulate the Skies, yer Sin 
being in the Bottom, all will Totter. 1 
Iis a fond Vanity, to think of enſuring a De- 
ſtiny that can control the Stars, and endure the 
aſſaults of Fortune, (as they love to ſpeak) whilſt 
Providence is not engaged for them, no not {0 1 
much as by a bare Acknowledgment. 1 
Ay Lord, It is not the vaſt Bulk of an Eſtate, Þ f 
nor the beſt human Security in the World, but 
the vigilant Care. of Divine Providence, that | 
guards both It, and its Owners from the Stroke 
of Ruin. *Tis the Fear of God within us, and 7 
tbe Providence of God round about us, which 
make the firm and ſolid Baſis of all ſanctified and p 
durable Profperity. It is beyond all Debate, ;, 
that there is a Providence of God always enfold- . 
ing thoſe in everlaſting Arms, that bear his Image.. 
The Impreſs of that Image upon you, and theſ j 
Embraces of thoſe Arms about you, will advance 
you higher, and ſecure you better, than yo 
Noble Birth or Eſtate could ever do. as, 

My Lord, Providence hath molded you e melioriſ ne 
lu:o, made you both the Offspring and Head of 
an Illuſtrious Family, planted you in a rich andi to 
pleaſant, Soil, cauſed many Noble Branches tdlffy, 
ſpring from you, drawn your Life even unto Ole, 

Age, through the Delights and Honours of thij 

And now that you have tried all thoſ 
Things that make the faireſt Pretenſions to Hap 
pineſs : What have you found in all theſe-painte® 
Beauties, and falfe gloſſing Excellencies which 
have ſucceſſively courted you? Which of ther 
all can you pronounce Self-deſirable? Which ca 
you call objectum par amori? What is it to hav 
the Fleſh indulged, Senſe gratified, Fancy Fic ed | 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 

72 What have you found in Mears and Drinks, in 
in ſtately Houſes and pleaſant Gardens; in Gold and 

Silver, in Honour and Applauſe, to match the 
e- * Appetite of your Nobler Soul? Surely (A 
he Lord) to turn from them all with a generous 
it Diſdain, as one that knows where to find better 
o Entertainment; is much more Noble, than whol- 
8 ly to immerſe, and loſe our Spirits in thoſe ſen- 
ual Fruitions, as many do, alas, too many in 
ut dur days! An | 
nat We are fallen into the dregs of Time, Senſua- 
ke Jity runs every where into Atheiſm. Providentia 
nd peperit divitias, ſed filia devoravit. matrem. The 
ich 1 nr of Providence have ſo blinded, and 
nd pe ectly ſtupified the Minds of ſome, chat they 
te, j neither own a Providence, nor a God, who do 
1 dvBewrrov 3aoy, Y Thy N ν] Tals v g 
ge. 7 idorats xdlagope)3y, as Plutarch both wittily and 
theF judiciouſly reply d upon Colotes the Epicurean. 
ncef But bleſſed be God, there is a ſincere part, 
ouch both of the Nobles and Commons of England, which 

„ I chis Gangrene hath not yet touched, and I hope 
liorlff never ſhall. ; $5 Rn (Sha 
I ON 24 Lord, It is both your Honour and Intereſt 
to be zA 77 A, the entire and devoted Ser- ö 
vant of Providence. It was once the Wiſh of a | 
good Man, Optarem id me eſſe Deo, quod eſt mibi 
anus mea, This is the moſt Noble and Divine 
Life that can be, to live and act in this World 
upon Eternal Defigns. To look upon our ſelves 
and what we have, as things devoted to God; 
not to be content that Providence ſhould ſerve it 
elf of us (for ſo it doth even of thoſe things 
hich underſtand nothing of it) but to ſtudy 
herein we may ſerve Providence, and be in- 
rumental in its Hand for the good of many; 
_- >" AT. A'3 3 this 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. | 
this is truly Honourable ; Quo magis quis Deo vi- 
vit, eo evedit nobilior, clarior, divinior. l 
How much God hath honoured you in this 
reſpect, the World will underſtand better, when 
your Lordſhip ſhall be gathered to your Fathers, 
and ſleep in the Duſt, then he that praiſeth can- 
not be ſuſpected of Flattery; nor he that is prai- 
ſed, be moved with Vain- glory: But the Appro- 
bation of God is infinitely better than the moſt 
glorious Name among Men, before or after + 
Death. | EEG | 
And as it is moſt honourable to ſerve, ſo you 
will find it moſt comfortable to obſerve the Ways | 
of God in his Providence: To compoſe our 
ſelves to think of the Conduct of Providence through 
all the Stages of Life we have hitherto paſſed; 
To note the Reſults of its profound Wiſdom, the | 
Effects of its tender Care, the diſtinguiſhing 
Fruits of its ſpecial Bounty: To mark how Pro- 
vidences have gone along ſtep by ſtep with the ir 
Promiſes, and both with us, till they have now Y Þ 
brought us near to our Everlaſting Reſt: Oh how I p. 
delectable! how tranſporting are ſuch Medita- I. 
tions as theſe ! | 7 
My Lord, It is the Deſign of this Manual, to II. 
aſſert the Being and Efficacy of Providence againſt | 
the Atheiſm of the Times; and to diſplay the 
Wiſdom and Care of the Providence of God in 
all the Concerns of that People who are really 
his. Tis probable, if your Lordſhip will ſtoop 
to ſuch a vulgar Compoſure, ſomewhat may oc- 
eur of a grateful. Reliſh to your pious Mind. 
* F confeſs, it is not accommodated, either in 
Exactneſs of Method, or Elegancy of Style, to 
gratify the Curious; nor yet is it deſticute of 
what may pleaſe and profit the truly pac. 
| Ou 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
Should I here recite the Pleaſure and Advan- 
of the Methods of Providence, it would 
more like a Book in an Epiſtle, than an Epiſtle in 
ou better than all the accurate Deſcriptions and 
beſtow upon it. 
My Lord, It is not that eminent Station that 
the Vulgar, that will enable them to penetrate 
the Myſteries, and reliſh the Sweetneſs.of Pro- 


tages reſulting from an humble and heedful exing 
00 
f a Book, . One Taſte of ſpiritual Senſe will ſatisfy 
4 Rich Encomiums that the moſt elegant Pen can 
ſome Perſons retain (in Civil reſpects) above 
vidence better than others; (for doubtleſs many 


that live immediately upon Providence for daily 


Bread, do thereby gain a nearer acquaintance 
with it, than thoſe, whoſe outward Enjoyments 
flow to them in a more plentiful and ſtared 
Courſe) but thoſe that excel in Grace and Ex- 
perience, thoſe that walk and converſe with God 
in his Diſpenſations towards them; theſe are the 
3 Perſons who are moſt fully and immediately ca- 
pable of theſe high Pleaſures of the Chriſtian 
Life. The daily Flow and Increaſe whereof in 
our Lordſhip's Noble Perſon and Family, is the 
arty Deſire of, 


| Your Lordſhip's moſt Humble Servant, 


Aug.10, 1677, 


John Flavel. 
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TMUERE are tno Wy: ek 5 Bleſſed Gud . 
deſcends to manifeſt Himſelf co Men, His Word, 
* aud bis Works. Of the written Word we muſt 

4 ſo, No Words like theſe were ever written ſince the begin- 
8 ning of T1 Time, which can (as one ſpeaks) take Life and 
| | Root an the Soul, ve, doth it us really at the Sted doth in 
cn: And are fitted to be engraffed and naturali- 
ul there, ſo ai no 3 in Nature can be more real 
Wo " than this, ames 1. 21. _ This it the moſt rranſcendent 
Wb and and orion Medium of Manifestation; God hath mag- 
| his Word above 744 his N e, 5 ſalm 138. 2. 
Howewer, the Manifeſtat ion - of od by hi: Works, 
»* whether 0 Fo reation or Cary have their Value and 
= - Glory. But the prime Glory and Excellency of his Provi- 
1 . cone in this, that they are rhe very Puls 
3 | = 5 nd real Accompliſhments of bis pritten Word. 
. "Ip a wiſe and beedful Arrendance hereunto, "we mi 775 Earn 
7 excellent Art,” which is C not unfitly ) calle Aww 
. 5 Archite&onica, an 2 70 clear the Aſlerious 
B =» + = Octurrences of Providence, by wing them to the writ- 
5 A ten Word, and tliere lodge A as Effects in their pr 
| 2 ©. * Cauſes. . And: dowbcleſs, this is one A* rare Elo: 
1 10 15 not 0 
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Providences concur in 4 mof obvious tendency. to confirms 
this great Conclafion, Thy Word is Truth; but how it 
times extarts- 7 fo the Confeſſion of 4 God, and the 
Truth of hi Word., from thoſe very Tongues which: have 


1 boldly denied'it. ſchyles the Perſran relating their Diſ- Zlchiles 
bonftiure by the Grecian Army, makes this notable Ob-in Tra- 


ſervation, ( When the Grecian Forces. hatly purſued 1, god. 
* (faith be) and vc muſt needs venture over the great 
*- Water Strymon, then frozen, but beginning to tbam; 
& when a hundred to one me bad all dyed for it, with mine 
„Hes I then ſaw many of thoſe Gallants: * 1 oo 
« beard ſo boldly maintain, there was no 

2. 


upon their Knees, with Eyes ond Hand: lifted. up, 

g hard for Help and Mercy, and enireatin, 
e old till they got over. Many dale Seals 
1 — os forced the very Enemies of God 10 ſet to his 
7 ee which greatly tends to our Confirmation therein; 

cially, to feb how the Word and rovidence of God 
Fri * luen euch ot her; and how the 8c «> pad contain 
all 401 Events, both great and ſmall, which are diſpoſed. 
by-Providence in their Seaſons : And hom not only the Pro- 
miſes of che Word are in the general faithfully fulfilled to 
abe Church in al ber Exigencies and Diſtreſſet; but in 
particular 10 every Member of it; they being all furniſhed 
by 18 _ Multitudet 52 to this Le 
and End. 72 2 4 U are ſuch Obſervations ! 
» And as th Pr ty > th Delight and Pleaſure 2 
reſul ting from the Qbſ, Veel of Providence, 3s exceed> 


_ ns and Methods were laid to us thither's 3 
Phat will be a part of our Bleſſedneſt in Heaven, a, 
well 42 allowed to a 4 prime Ing rediency into our Heaven 


pon Earth. To ſearch for Pleaſure among tht due Obſers 


For 1, ammo not only 3 deſign to 455 | 
you to Heaven, but (as intermediate thereunto e 
1 th this means.) much of Heaven's into your. Son in the > 
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Gel FF 


8 * * a 
\ 8 * 8 g 4 _—_ 
* — . 8 * 4 = d p 4 4 — 
al v7. + 01 __ ». * Lad th dh dal 2 [<4 * \ "=" RX e 


wn 
3 


ing 2 I vill doabileſi be 4 part of our Entertain = By dos 1 
ment in Heaven, 10 view with tranſporting | Delile 5 


danone Providence, is jo ſearch for Mater inthe O 
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' Souls, by. making their Condition ſo reftleſs in the World, 


| dence! The blind beedleſs World makes nothing of them: 


wick of Time & certain Perſon, who to revenge the Death of | 


the Buſineſs 


wondered greatly at the Artifice and Contnwance 


The Epiſtle to the Reader. 1 
Praiſe, and his Peoples Happineſs, whilft the whole World © 
it buſily employed in W the Sails, and tugging the |: 
Oars, with 4 quite oppoſite Deſign and Purpoſe * 75 ee 
how they promote his Defign by oppoſing it, and fulfill 
his Will by reſiſting it, enlarge bis Church by ſcattering 
it, and make their Reft to come the more ſweet to their 


: 


This is pleaſant to obſerve in general: But to record and 
note 2 Deſigns upon our ſelves ; with what pro- 
found Wiſdom, infinite Tenderneſs, and inceſſant e 1 
i hath managed all that concerns us from firſt to laſt, is © 
raviſhin tranſporting. 9 
0 wr A an Hiſtory might we compile of our own Expe- | 
riences, whilſt with a melting Heart me trace the Footſteps © 
of Providence all along the way it hath led us to this DH; 
aud ſet our Remarks upon its more eminent Performances | 
for ns, in the ſeveral Stages of our Life ! 

Here it Prevented, and there it Delivered : Here it | 
Directed, and there it Corrected : In this it Grieved, | 
and in that it Relieved. Here was the Poiſon, and there | 
the Antidote. This Providence raiſed 4a diſmal Cloud, 
and that diſpelled it again : This ſtraitned, and that | 
enlarged : Here a Want, and there a Supply: This Re- 
Lion withered, and that ſpringing p in its room. | 
Words cannot expreſs the high Delights and Gratifications | 
a gracious Heart may find in ſuch Employments as this, | 

O what a World of Rarvieties are to be found in Provi- 


ey cannot find one ſweet Bit, where a gracious Soul 
would make a rich Feaſt; Plutarch relates very exattly, © 
how Timoleon was miraculonſiy delivered from the Con- 
Spiracy of two» Murderers, by their meeting in the very 


his Father, killed one of them, juſt as they were ready to 
give Timoleon the fatal Blow, tho be knew nothing of 
and ſo Timoleon eſcaped the Danger. And 
»hat did this wonderful Work of Providence, think you, 
iel the Relator * Why, tho he was one of the moft learn- 
ed and ingenious among the Heathen Sages; yt all he 
made of it was only this, The SpeRators (ſaith be) 
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2 which Fortune uſes. This is all he could ſee in it. Had 

4 ſpiritual and wiſe Chrifian had the Diſſecting and Ana- 
'* tomizing of ſuch a Work of Providence, what Glory 
would it have yielded to God! What Comfort and Encou- 
' ragement to the Soul; The Bee makes a ſmeeter Mea upon 


one fingle Floner, than the Ox doth upon the whole Mea - 


dom, where thouſands of them grow. 
O Reader, if thy Heart be ſpiritual, and well och d with 
Experience, if thou haft recorded the Ways of Providence 
towards thee, and wilt but allow thy ſelf Time to reflect 
upon them; what a Life of Pleaſure may & thou live 
bat an Heaven upon Earth doth this way lead thee into! 
IJ will not here tell thee, what I have met in this Path, 
leit it ſhould ſeem to ſavour of too much V anity;, non eſt 
religio ubi omnia patent. There are ſome Delights and 
* Enjoyment: in the Chriſtian Life, mhich are and muſt be 
2 encloſed. But 75 it thy ſelf, Taſte and See, and thou wilt 
need no other Inducement z thine own Experience will be 
the moFt powerful Oratory to perſmade thee to the fludy and 
( ſearch of Providence. Mo 
Hiftories are uſually read with delight : When once the 
Fancy is catcht, a Man knows not how to diſengage him- 
8 ſelf from it. I am greatly miftaken, if the H ſtory of 
our own Lives, if it were well drawn up, and diſtinctiy 
peruſed, would not be the pleaſanteſt Hiftory that ever we 
re 4 0 ao " E. N ; F 
enſuing Treatiſe is an Eſſay to that purpoſe, is 
which thou — find ſome Remarks ſet upon Providence, 
in its paſſage through the ſeveral Stages of our Life. But, 
* Reader = 4 only err able to compile rhe Hiftory of Previ- 
dence for thy ſelf, becauſe the Memorials that furniſh ir, 
are only in thine own Hands. Homever, here thou may ft 
find a Pattern, and 42 Rules to direct thee in that 
great and difficult Work, which is the very End and Defign 
of this Manual. | 
J have not had much regard to the Dreſs and Orna- 
ment in which this Diſcourſe is to go abroad, for I ans 
Debtor both to the Strong and Weak, Wiſe and Fooliſh > 
And in all my Qbſervation 1 have not found, that ever God“ 
bath made much uſe of laboxred Periods, Rhevorical Flan- 


the 


* . 
. 


ers, and Elegancies to improve the Power of Religion in 
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the World. Tra, 1 OK obſerved how Providence hath | 


2 rebuted Men, when upon other Subject. 
they have too much Afected thoſe 
withdrawing from 45 ite 1 
them to ſhame ; 
the Subyect. 


Aldi, and expoſing 


thing will reliſh with thee, but what is ſpruce and elegant, 
there are fore of ſuch Compoſures in the World, upon which © 
z 


= — add no more, but 


fons, and ſo ' bleſs and 
heve G rags thou 74 


per its Deſign, that God may 
4 Benefit, and 9 ſelf Comfort 
in the N theres F | 


who am, 


Thine and the Churches Servant in 
the Hand of Providence, 


John Flavel. 


. PFooleries in 


Reader, if thy fowach be nice and ſqueaſie, and no- 4 


may ſt even ſurfeit thy curious Fancy "Mean time | 
there will be found ſome that will bleſs God for what thou 
deſpi — and and make many 4 ſweet Meal upon what tho 


due Nen that Provi. 1 
dence-will direct this T rai to ſuch Hands, in ſuth ſea- | 


Divine 
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Opened in a 


TREATISE 


Upon Ps ALM LVII. 2. 


I wil cry unto God moſt high, unto God As N 15 


performeth all things A mes . 


and unſearchable Myſtery. The Lord 
moſt. big h is terrible; be is — King 
oper all the Earth, Pſal. 4 7. 2. The 
Candeſcenfion of the. moſt hig h God ro Men is 
alſo a profound Myſtery. Though h the Lord be 
bigb, get Ars be reſpets unto the lowly,. Pal: 138. 6. 


But when both theſe meet together (as they do 
a-matchleſs My- 


in this Scripture) they make u 
ſtery. Here we firid the High God per- 


forming all things for a poor diſtteſſed C 


8 


HE Greatneſs of God is a glorious, 


21 Ditbine Condu ct: Or, 


in all the Diſtreſſes that befall them here, that 


Creatures and their moſt pernicious Deſigns to 
cesodas de void of God and Providence. 


. Pſalm preſents us with. 


refers to the Scope, and Michtam to the Dignity of 

the Subject Matter. | 
| The former ſignifies deſtroy not, or let there be 
Meaſchithno Slaughter, and may either refer to Saul, con- 
ne perdas cernihg whom he gave charge to his Servants not 


1 — 4 
repreſſit . n a 
1H enim ſuos poured out his Soul 1n this pat 
1 . Altaſchith deſtroy not. 

ncit T Fc 

ipſum ur Saulen perderet; vel 23. me & Deus. Geirus in loc. Mich- 
tam ornamentum aureum vel aureolum carmen à f (i. e.) au- 


to God, to whom in this 8 Exigence he 
etical Ejaculation, 


The latter Title Michtam ſignifies a golden Or- 
nament, and fo is ſuĩted to the choice and excel- 
lent Matter of the Pſalm, which much more de- 
ſerves ſuch a Title, than Pytbagoras his golden 
Three things are remarkable in the former 
of the Pſalm, wiz. (1.) His extream danger. 

(2:) His earneſt Addreſs to God in that Extre- 
2 mity. 


_ 


It is the —— Support and Solace of the Saints ; 


there is a Wile Spirit fitting in all the Wheels of 
Motion, and governing the moſt excentrical 


bleſſed and happy Iſſues. And indeed it were | 
not worth while to live in a World v es $ 


How deeply we are concerned in this Matter, | 
will appear by that great Inſtance, which this 


| It was compoſed (as the third Title notes) by + 
' David Prayer-wiſe, when he hid himſelf from . 


| Saul in the Cave: And is inſcribed with a double F* 
| Title, Altaſchith Michtam of David. Altaſchith | 


eil. vel r. to deſtroy him; or rather, it hath reference | 


mum optimum; quia Plalmus hie precioſus eſt inſlar auri. Burgen. 


7 he Place was begirt with his Enemies, and ha- 
Ving in this Place no ont · let another way, and Saul um effu- 


The Myftery of Providence. 


Snity. (3.) The Arguments he pleads with God 


n that Addreſs. 
x. His extream danger, expreſſed both in the 


Title, and Body of the Pſalm. The Title tells us, 


Pſaim was compoſed by him when he hid 
imſelf from Saul in the Cave. This Cave was in Cum au- 


deret, nec 
jam ul- 


Himſelf entring into the Mouth of this Cave, in gium pa- 
e Sides and Creeks whereof he and his Men lay teret quod 
id, and ſaw him, judge to how great an Extre- fans in 
ity, and to what a deſperate ſtate things were dan ibu 
ow brought: Well might he ſay, as it is, v. 4. My periculis 
oul is among Lions, and Ilie even among them that are fecetat: 
t on fire, What Hope now remained? What but nunc quo- 
Immediate Deſtruction could be expectedꝰ und 
2. Yet this frights him not out of his Faith and conſugit, 
Duty, but betwixt the Jaws of Death he prays, and Molerus 

arneſtly addreſſes himſelf to God for Mercy, in loe. 
1. Be merciful to me, O God, be merciful unto me. 
This excellent Pſalm was compoſed by him, when 
mere was enough to diſcompuſe the beſt Man in the 
Nogd. The Repetition notes both the: Extre- 
ity of the Danger, and the Ardency of the Sup- 
licant, Mercy, Mercy! Nothing but Mercy, 
nd that exerting it ſelf in an extraordinary way, 
an now ſave him from Ruin. 4 

3- The Arguments he pleads fer obtaining Mer- 
in this diſtreſs, are very conſiderabe 
(1.) He pleads his Reliance upon God, as 2 
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Argument to move Mercy. Be ern to me, O 
God, be merciful unto me, for my Soul truſteth.in thee ; 
Jes in the Shadbw.o thy Ming, will I make' my Re- 
fuge, until theſe Calamities be overpaſt, v. 1. This his 
truſt and N on God, though it be not 
Argumentative in re _ of the dz jgnity of the 
Ad; yet it is ſo in reſpect, both of, the nature of 
the Object, a compaſſionate God, who will not ex- 
poſe any that take ſhelter under his Wings; and 
in reſpect of the Pr omiſe, whereby Protection is 
aflueed tothem: chat i. fly to him for Sanctuary, J. 
26. 3. Thou wilt keep him in perfect Peace, whoſe 
Mind is ftajed on t bes, becauſe be fruſteth in thee. Thus 
he encourages himſelf from the Conſideration of 
that God to whotn, he betakes himſelf. 
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' + (2:)/He pleads former Experiences of his help 


my paſt diſtreſſes, as an Argument encouraging 


228 under the preſent ſtrait, v. 2: I will: cry un- 
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io Ged moſt bigh, unto God that pas all n 
or me. VIS "6 N 
# In which Words Eſhall- er Two Things, 
1. The Duty reſolved upon. 
2. The Encouragement to that Reſolution. 
1. The Duty reſolved upon; Iwill cry unto God 


50 = ' Crying unto God is an Expreſſion that doth: by 


IE denote Prayer, but intenſe and fervent Praye 
A A in an holy Paſſion; and uch 
ane peeding Prayers, jaime 18. 6. ane 


Heb. f. 7. 4 
; * The Encouragements to this Reſolution 
41 theſe are Twofold. 
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che Myſtery of Pꝛovidence. 


1. The Soveraignty of God, I will cry unto God 
moſt high. Upon this he acts his Faith in Extremity 
of danger. Saul is high, but God the moſt high; 
and without his Permiſſion, he is aſſured Saul can- 
not not touch him. He had none to help, and if 
he had, he knew God muſt firſt help the Helpers, 
or they cannot help him. He had no means of de- 
fence or eſcape before him, but the moſt High is 
ot limited by means. This is a ſingular Prop to 
Faith, Pſalm 59. 9. 
2. The Experience of his Providence hitherto : 
Unto God that performeth all Things for me. a 
The word which we tranſlate[ performeth] comes 


niſhes the Work. Toſuch an happy Iſſue the Lord 
ath brought all his doubtful and difficult Matters 
efore ; and this gives him Encouragement, that 
ie will ſtill be gracious, and perfect that which 
oncerneth him now, as he ſpeaks, Pſal.138. 8. 
be Lord will perfect that which concerneth me. 
The Septuagint renders it by 73 ivegytriourd ws 
ho profiterh or benefiteth me. And it is a certain 
ruth, that all the Reſults and Iſſues of Providence 

> profitable and beneficial to the Saints. But the 
upplement in our Tranſlation well receives the 
pontance of the Place, bo performeth all things. 
ad it involves the moſt ſtrict and proper Notion 
Prowidence, which is nothing elſe but the Perfor- 


-@ his People. therefore Vatablus and Mui: 
e h&pply aud fill up the Room which the Conciſe- 
V of the Original leaves, with que promiſit, Iwill 
bs unto God moſt 8 God that perſo 


eth 
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rom a Root, that ſignifies both to perfect, and to perfecit, 
leſiſt or ceaſe. For when a Buſineſs is performed defecit, 
and perfected, the Agent then ceaſes and deſiſts deſüt, 


4 


rom working: he puts to the laſt hand, when he 3 n. . 


Wance of God's gracious Purpoſes, and Promiſes 


| Divine Conduct: Or, 
eth the Things which be hath - ogg Payment 
is the Performance of Promiſes. Grace makes the 
Promiſe, and Providence the Payment. 
Piſcator fills it with „ 1 cy & miſericordiam 
ſuam, unto God that performeth hs Kindneſs and 
Mercy. But till it ſuppoſes the Mercy performed, 
to be contained in the Promiſe. Mercy is ſweet! 
in the Promiſe, and much more ſo in the Provi- 
dential Performance of it to us. t 
Caſtalios Supplement comes nearer to ours, re-. 
rum mearum Tranſactorem, I will cry unto God moſt! 
high, unto God the Tranſactor of my Affairs. d 
But our Engliſn making out the Senſe by an unis 
verſal Particle, is moſt fully agreeable to the Scopeſſtr 
of the Text. For it cannot but be a great Encouſfce 
ragement to his Faith, that God had tranſactedfar 
all things, or performed all things for him; thilp, 
Providence that never failed him in any of th&h; 
Straits that ever he met with (and his Life was No 
Life of many Straits) he might well hope ic woul&p,, 
not now fail him, though this were an extraordiſhn 
nary and matchleſs one. | c 
Bring we then our thoughts a little cloſer tl; ; 
this Scripture, and it will give us a fair and lovelhn« 
Proſpect of Providence, | Pot 
In its 1. Univerſal. 2. Effectual. 3. Benefſeſ Te 
al. 4. Encouraging Influence upon the Affaiſ , 
and Concerns of the Saints. | £ api 
1. The Expreſſion imports the «n;verſal Tntereh da 
and Influence of Providence in and upon all the Co ill 
cerns and Intereſts of the Saints. It hath not on rea 
its hand in this or that, but in all that eoncerns thenſhflu 
It hath its Eye upon every thing that relates Mate 
them throughout their Lives, from firſt co laſt. Nn 
only great, and more important, but the moſt air. 
nute and ordinary Affairs of our Lives are tra 
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Che of Providence. 


nt acted and managed by it. It touches all things that 
ne touch us, whether more nearly or remotely. 
2. It diſplays the Efficacy of Providential Influen- 
m ces. Providence doth not only undertake, but 
nd [performerh] and perfects what concerns us. It 
2d, goes through with its deſigns, and accompliſheth 
eet what it begins. No difficulty ſo clogs it, no croſs 
vi- accident falls in its way, but it carries its deſign 
through it. Its Motions are irreſiſtible and un- 
re. controlable, he performs it for us. 
oli 3: And (which is ſweet to conſider) all its Pro- 
ducts and Iſſues are exceeding, beneficial to the 
Saints. It.performs all things Flor them.] Tis 
true, we often prejudge its works, and unjuſtly 
enſure its deſigns, and under many of our ſtraits 
and troubles we ſay, all theſe things are againſt us: 
Mut indeed Providence neither doth,nor can do any 
hing that is really againſt the true Intereſt and 
good of the Saints. For what are the Works of 
WProvidence, but the Execution of God's Decree, 
and the fulfilling of his Word? And there can be no 
ore in Providence; than is in them. Now there 
nothing but good to the Saints int God's Purpoſes 
nd Promiſes; and therefore, whatever Providence 
loth in their Concernments, it muſt be (as the 
Text ſpeaks ) the Performance of all things for them. 
4. And if fo, howchearing, ſupporting, and encou- 
aging muſt the Conſideration of theſe things be in 
day ofdiftreſs and trouble? What Life and Hope 
ill it inſpire our Hearts and Prayers withal, when 
great preſſures lie upon us? It had ſuch a chearing 


henWnfluence upon the Pſahniſt at this time when the 
tes ate of his Affairs was tothe eye of ſenſe and rea- 
Nn forlorn, and deſperate: There was now but an 
[t airs breadth (as we ſay) betwixt him and ruin. 


A potent, enraged, and implacable Enemy hid 
3 B 2 drei- 


| | 


\. 


Divine Conduct: Or, | 
driven him into the hole of a Rock, and was come 
after him into that hole, yet now whilſt bis Soul is | 
among Lions, whilſt he lies in a cranny of the Rock, /* 
expectingevery moment to bedrawn out to deatn, 
the Reflections he had upon the gracious Perfor- 
mances of the moſt High for him, from the begin- 
ning to that moment, ſupport his Soul, and inſpire 
Hope and Life into his Prayers, I will cry unto G 
moſt high, unto God that performeth all things for me. 

The amount of all you have in this dorinal 
Concluſion. . | 


Do. That it is the Duty of the Saints, eſpecially in 
Times of ftraits, to reflect upon the Performances of 
Providences for them in all the States, and through | 

all the Stages of their Lives. 


TheChurchin all the works of Mercy, owns the 
hand of God, 11a. 26. 12. Lord, thou haſt wrought all 
our Works in (or for) us. And ſtill it hath been the 
pious, and conſtant Practice of the Saints in all 
Generations, to preſeve the memory of the more 
famous, and remarkable Providences that have be- 
fallen them in their Times, as a precious Treaſure. 
If thou be a Ciriſtian indeed, 1 know thou haſt, if not 
in thy Book, yet certainly in thy Heart a great man 
precious Favours upon Record; the very remembrance} 
and rebearſal of them is ſweet : How much more ſweet 
was the actual enjoyment ? Baxter's Saints Reſt, p.768. 
Thus Moſes by divine direction wrote a memori- 
al of that Victory obtained over Amalek as the fruit p, 
and return of Prayer, and built there an Altar wit 
this Inſcription, Fehovah Niſſi, The Lord my Banner an 
Exod. 17. 14,15. Thus Mordecai and Heſter took re 
all care to perpetuate the memory of that ſignal de G 
liverance from the Plot of Haman, by ordaining C. 
the Feaſt of Purim, as an Anni verſary throughouF c 

event 
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Che Myſtery of P2ovidence. 
ne every Generation, every Family, every Province, and 
I is every City, that thoſe days of Purim ſhould not fail 
ck, from among the Fews, nor the Memorial of them pe- 
th, riſh from their Seed, Eſth. 9. 28. For this end you 
r- find Pſalms indited, to bring to remembrance, 
N- 2 Pſal. 70. the Title. Parents give ſuitable Names 
re to their Children, that every time they looked 
704 upon them, they might refreſh the Memory of 
*. God's Mercies, 1 Sam. 1. 20. The very places 
nal where eminent Providences have appeared, new 
named, upon no other Deſign, but to perpetuate 
in the Memorial of thoſe ſweet Providences which 
; of ſo refreſhed them there: Thence Bethel took its 
17h Name, Gen. 28. 19. And that Well of Water where 
Hagar was ſeaſonably refreſhed by the Angel in 
her Diſtreſs, Beer-la-hai-roi, the Well of him that 
the liveth and looketh on me, Gez. 16. 14. Yea, the 
all Saints have given, and God hath aſſumed to him- 
the ſelfnew Ticles upon this very Scoreand Account; 
all Abraham: Fehovah-jireh, and Gideon's Febovab- 
ore ſhalum were aſcribed to him upon this Reaſon. ' 
And ſometimes you find the Lord tiles himſelf, 
rc The God that brought Abraham from Ur of the 
20 Chaldees : Then the Lord God that brought them 
out of Egypt: Then the Lord that gather d them 
nc'F out of the North Country: Still minding them of 
120A the gracious Providences which in all thoſe Places 
63. he had wrought for them. 
I Now there is a twofold Reflection upon the 
nich Providential Works of God. 
bh 1. One entire and full, in the whole Complex 
and perfect frame thereof. This bleſſed fight is 
20Y reſerved for the perfect ſtate. It is in that Mount of 
de God, where we ſhall ſee both the Wilderneſs and 
129 Canzan: The glorious Kingdom into which we are 
come, and the way through which we were led 
oh B 3 into 


poſed to 


view, al 


that pro- 


will it 


When the into it» There the Saints ſhall have a raviſhin 4 þ 
Records of View of that beautiful Frame, and every part ſhall ! 
Fternity be diſtinctly diſcerned, as it had its particular uſe, 

Gall be er- and as it was connected with the other parts, and 
how effectually and orderly they all wrought to 
bring about that bleſſed deſign of their Salvation, 
ſels and according to the Promiſe, Rom. 8. 28, And we 
Reſults of Eno that all things work together for good to them 
that love God, &c. For it is certain, no Ship at 
dom look'a Sea keeps more exactly by the Compaſs, which 
into; bow directs its courſe, than Providence doth by that Pro- 
,miſe, which is its Cyzoſura and Pole-ſtar. 


be Coun- 


foundWiſ- 


diſcerning the courſe of all the Veins and Arteries 
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when it ſhall be diſcerned, Lo, thus were the Deſigns laid : Here were the E 
apt juncturet and admirable dependencies of things, which when acted upon 
the ſtage of Time, ſeem d ſo perplext and intricate, Howes Bleſſedneſs, 

page 76. FU 

FE 2. The other partial and imperfect in the way c 

to Glory, where we only view it in its ſingle u 

Acts, or at moſt, in ſome Branches and more E 

obſervable courſe of Actions. | it 

Betwixt theſe two is the ſame difference, as be- G 

twixt the ſight of the diſ-jointed Wheels and ſcat- v 

ter'd Pins of a Watch, and the ſight of the whole C 

united in one Frame, and working in one order- I 


ly Motion : Or, betwixt an ignorant Spectator's ¶ t. 
viewing ſome more obſervable Veſſel or Joint of 
a diſſected Body; and the accurate Anatomiſt's| 


of the Body, as he follows the ſeveral Branches 
of them chrough the whole, and plainly ſees the 
proper Places, Figure, and Uſe of each, with 
their mutual Reſpect to one another. 

O ho raviſhing and delectable a ſight is that! 
to behold at one View the whole Deſign of Pro- 
vidence, and the proper Place, and Uſe of every 
ſingle Act, which we could not underſtand in this 
4 + Eg : | World ; 


ern 


Che Myſtery of P2ovidence. 
ing World: For what Chriſt ſaid to Peter, John 13.7. 
1all is as applicable to ſome Providences in which we 
are now concern'd, as it was to that particular 
Action; What I do thou knoweſt not now, but hereaf- 
ter thou ſhalt know it, All the dark intricate puz- 
ling Providences at which we were ſomerimes ſo 
2 ſtumbled, and ſometimes amazed, which we could 
neither reconcile with the Promiſe, nor with each 
other; nay, which we ſo unjuftly cenſured and 
© bitterly bewailed, as if they had fallen out quite 
** croſs to our Happineſs : We ſhall then ſee to be 
> unto us, as the difficult Paſſage through the Wil- 
derneſs was unto Iſrael, The right way to a City of 
3 Habitation, Pſalm 107. 7 | | 
And yet tho' our preſent Views and Reflections 
upon Providence be ſo ſhort and imperfect in 
ay & compariſon of that in Heaven, yet ſuch as it is, 
zle under all its preſent diſadvantages, it hath ſo much 
Excellency and Sweetneſs in it, that I may call 
it a little Heaven, or as Jacob called his Bethel, the 
Gate of Heaven. Tis certainly an high-way of 
walking with God in this World, and as ſweet 
Communion may a Soul enjoy wich him in his 
Providences, as in any of his Ordinances, How of- 


11 


ten have the Hearts of its Obſervers been melted Luther 


of F into Tears of Joy, at the beholding of its wiſe” pre 


as bold 


sand unexpected Productions! How often hath it (21 ihe 70 
ies convinced them, upon a ſober Recollection of G24, bur 
es the Events of their Lives, that if the Lord had -: /aſt 


he left them to their own Counſels, they had as of 


ſaid, Riſit 
n 


aud du- 


th} ten been their own Tormentors, if not Executio- bie nana 
ners? Into what, and how many fatal Miſchiefs ſapiemi- 

t' bad they precipitated themſelves, if Providence am Do- 

o- had been as ſhort-ſighted as they? They have minus, &. 


given it their hearty thanks, for conſidering cheir $31, De 


is Intereſt more than their Importaniry, and not ſuffe- aon le- 


B 4 ring quax. 
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according to its twofold Object, and Manner off 


Divine Conduct: Or, 
ring them to periſh by their own Deſires. =. 
The Benefits of adverting the Works of Provi- 
dence, are manifold and unſpeakable ; as in its 
Place we ſhall ſhew 5 But not to entangle 
the thread of the Di urſe, I ſhall caſt it into 4. 
this Method. : 
Firſt, I ſhall prove, that the Concernments of 
the Saints in this World, are certainly conducted 
by the Wiſdom and Care of ſpecial Providence. 
Secondly, I will ſnew you, in what Ro 4 
Concernments of theirs this providential Care i is 
evidently diſcover'd. nc 
Thirdly, That it is the Duty of Saints to advert | . 
and heedfally obſerve theſe Performances of Pro- N 
vidence for them in all their Concernments. : 
Fourthly, In what manner this Duty is to be 
perform'd by them. 
Fifthly, What ſingular Benefits reſult to them 
from ſuch Obſervations. Di 
And then apply the whole in ſuch Uſes, as of- Wh: 
fer themſelves from the Point. Aer 
The firſt General Head, 1 0 
Firſt, T ſhall undertake the Proof and Defence 7 7 
of this great Truth, That the Affairs of the Saints | 
in this World are certainly conducted by the Wiſdom and | i 
Care of ſpecial Providence, 
And herein I addreſs my ſelf with Chearful-| oi 
neſs, to perform (as I am able) a ſervice for that yu 
Providence, which hath throughout my Life R e! 
performed all things for me, as the Text ſpeaks. T. 
There is a twofold Conſideration of Providence "1 
Diſpenſation; the one is general, exerciſed about di 
all Creatures, rational and irrational, animate and ne 
nimate ; the other ſpecial and peculiar. Chriſt Wn 
ath an univerſal Empire over all things, Epbeſ. Wwe 
J. 22. 
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k. 22. The Head of the whole World, by way of 
vi- Dominion; but an Head to the Church, by way of 
its *DUnion and 2 Influence, John 17. 2. The Saviour 
le all Men, buteſpecially of them that believe, 1 Tim. 
4.10. The Church is his ſpecial Care and Charge; 
he rules the World for its good, as an Head con- 
Julting the Welfare of the Body. 
Heat bens generally denied Providence, and no 
wonder, ſince they denied a God: For the ſame 


m conſiſtent with the Felicity and Tranquility of the 
Divine Being, to be diverted and cumber'd with 


TY 


wonder themſelves bluſht not at its Abſurdity ; 


t Mt out in broad Language. Itaque impoſuiſtis cer- 
nd vicibus noſtris ſe empiternum dominum, quem dies 22 
ůnoctes timeremus. Quis enim non timeat omnia pro- 
1]- videntem, & cogitantem, & animadvertentem, G- 
at omnia ad ſe pertinere putantem, curioſum & plenum 
ife Wnegotis Deum? Vell. apud Cicer. de Nat. Deorum. 
They foreſaw, that the Conceſſion of a Provi- 
dence would impoſe an Eternal Yoak upon their 
Necks, by making them accountable for all the 
did to an higher Tribunal: And that they kr 
neceſlarily paſs the Time of their ſojourning here 
n fear, whilſt all their Thoughts, Words and Ways 
were ſtrictly noted and recorded, in order to an 


33 Account 


14 Divine Conduct: Or, 7 
Account by an all-ſeeing and righteous God: And 
therefore laboured to perſwade themſelves that 
was not, which they had no mind fhould be, 0 
But theſe Atheiſtical and fooliſh Conceits fall flat ˖ 
before the undeniable Evidence of this ſo great 
and clear a Truth. Now, 

My Buſineſs here, is not ſo much to deal with 
profeſſed A4theifts, who deny the Exiſtence of 
God; and conſequently deride all Evidence; *#+ 
brought from Scripture, of the extraordinary E. F 
vents that fall our in favour of that People that are it 

called his: but rather to convince thoſe, that th 
profeſſedly own all this; yet never having taſted 
Religion by Experience, ſuſpect at leaſt, that al th 
theſe things which we call ſpecial Prowidences to th 
the Saints, are but natural Events, or meer Con-Mof 
| tingencies : And thus, whilſt they profeſs to oui is 
a God, and a Providence, (which Profeſſion ie 
but the Effect of their Education) they do in the c 
mean time live like Atbeiſt:; and both think and xu 
act, as if there were no ſuch things: And really pe 
T doubt, this is the Caſe of the far greateſt pan ha 
of the Men of this Generation. In 
But if it were indeed ſo, that the Affairs of the he 
World in gsneral, and more eſpecially choſe ohn 
the Saints, were not conducted by Divine Provi- 
dence, but (as they would perſwade us) by the the 
ſteady courſe of natural Cauſes : Beſide which, it$s 1 
at-any time we obſerve any Event to fall out, it tic 
meerly caſual and contingent, or that which pro car 
ceeds from ſome hidden and ſecret cauſe in NaWier 
ture: If this indeed were ſo, let them that art ee 
_ tempted to believe it, rationally ſatisfy the folMy c 
lowing Demands. 1 Wc h 
t Firſt Demand. h n 
How comes it to paſs, that ſomany ſignal Meri 

a4 cicl ' 
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The Wyſteryof Providence. 
nd ies and Deliverances have befallen the People of 
at God, above the Power, and againſt the Courſe 
be. "of natural Cauſes: To make way for which, 
lat ghere hath been a ſenſible Suſpenſion and Stop 
22t put to the Courſe of Nature? It is moſt evident, 
that no natural Effect can exceed the Power of 
ith zts natural Cauſe. Nothing can give to another 
of Fmore than it hath in it ſelf: And it is as clear, 
ces that whatſoever acts naturally, acts neceſſarily : 
E. Fire burns ad ultimum ſui poſſe to the uttermoſt of 
are its Power: Waters overflow, and drown all that 
hat they can. Lions and other rapacious and cruel 
ed Beaſts, eſpecially when hungry, tear and devour 
all their Prey: And for arbitrary and rational Agents, 
te they alſo act according to the Principles and Laws 
on · of their Natures. A wicked Man, when his Heart 
un is fully ſet in him, and his Will ſtands in a full 
| {Went of Reſolution, will certainly (if he have 
the Power in his Hand, and Opportunity to exe- 
and gute his conceived Miſchief ) give it vent, and 
hy perpetrate the wicked Devices of his Heart: For 
dan having once conceived Miſchief, and rrawailing 


* 
My 
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. 


the he muſt bring it forth, as it is Pſalm 7. 14. But if 
e any of theſe inanimate, brutal, or ratwnal Agents, 
ovi/ when there is no natural Obſtacle or Remora, have 
the their Power ſuſpended, and that when the Effect 
1, ih s near the birth, and the Deſign at the very Ar- 
it ticle of Execution, ſo that tho' they would, yet 
pro cannot hurt; to what think you is this to. be aſ- 
NaWign'd and referr d? Yet fo it hath often been 
ar een, where God's Intereſt hath been immediate- 
fol Ny concern'd in the Danger and Evilof the Event, 
: he Sea divided it ſelf in its own Channel, and 
madea Wall of Water, on each ſide, togive God's 
Her diſtreſſed I/rae! a ſafe Paſſage, and that not in a 
cic = = _— — 


n Pain with it (according to the Courſe of Nature) 
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* How Calm; but when the Waves thereof roared ; * as | je 
— it is Ja. 5 f. 15. The Fire, when blown upto the YS 
put to it, Moſt intenſe and vehement Flame, had no Pow- WC 
when in- er to ſinge one Hair of God's faithful Witneſſes, Mt 
Read of a when at the ſame Inſtant it had Power to deſtroy {tt 
Renne, their intended Execut ioners at a greater diſtance, © 
muZ ſerve Dan. 3. 22. Yea, we find it hath ſome time been b 
the turn. ſufficient to conſume, but not to torment the Bo. (6 
That Mo- dy ; as in that known Inſtance of bleſſed Baynham, P 
= — who told his Enemies, the Flames were to him 
zage of a 25 2 Bed of Roſes. The hungry Lions put off b 
low Water their natural Fierceneſs, and became gentle and II 
unknown harmleſs, when Daniel was caſt among them for 
zo the E a Prey. The like Account the Church Story 
— 2 gives us of Polycarpe, and Dionyſius Areopagita, 
the P:ople whom the Fire would not touch, but {tood after 
zbereat; the manner of a Ship-man's Sails filled with the 
4: if Mo- Wind about them. o 
— j „ Are theſe things according to the Courſe and E 
. Law of Nature? To what ſecret natural Cauſe I tl 
acquaint- can they be aſcribed ? In like manner, we find 
ed there, the vileſt, and fierceſt of wicked Men, have been 
=_ nas wich-held by an inviſible Hand of Reſtraint from 
| _— injuring the Lord's People. By what ſecret Cauſe 
Acts and in Nature was Feroboam's Hand dried up, and 
Mon. Vol. made inflexible at the ſame Inſtant it was ſtretch- 
1. P. 55. ed out againſt the Man of God? 1 Kings 13. 4. 
No wild Beaſts rend and devour their Prey more 
greedily than wicked Men would deſtroy the 
People of God that dwell among them, were it 
not for this Providential Reſtraint upon them. 
So the Pſalmiſt expreſſes his Caſe in the Words 
following my Text, My Soul ameng Lions, and 
T lie among them that are ſet on fire. The Diſciples 
were ſent forth as Sheep into the midſt of Wolves, 
Mat. 19. 16. It will not avail in this Caſe to ob- 

| ject, 
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ect, T hoſe miraculous Events depend only upon 
FScripture-teſtimony, which the Arheift is not con- 
" Fcluded by: for beſide all that may be alledged for 


the Authority of that Teſtimony (whichis needleſs 


to produce to Men that own it) what ĩs it leſs that 


every Eye ſees, or may ſee at this day? Do we not 
I behold a weak defenceleſs handful of Men, won- 
derfully, and (except this way) unaccountably 

preſerved from Ruin in the midſt of potent, en- 


raged and turbulent Enemies, that fain would, 
but cannot deſtroy them, when as yet no natural 


Impediment can be aſſigned why they cannot? 

And if this poſe us, what ſhall we ſay, when 
we ſee Events produced in the World for the good 
of God's choſen, by thoſe very hands and means, 
which were intentionally imployed for their Ru- 
in? Theſe things are as much beſide the intenti- 
ons of their Enemies, as they are above their own 
ExpeRations ; yet ſuch things are no Rarities in 
the World. Was not the Envy of Joſeph's Bre- 
thren, the curſed Plot of Haman, the Decree pro- 
cured by the Envy of the Princes againſt Daniel, 
with many more of the like nature, all turned by 
a ſecret and ſtrange Hand of Providence, to their 
greater Advancement and Benefit? their Ene- 
mies lifted them up to all that Honour and Pre- 
ferment they had. E 

Second Demand. 

How is it (if the Saints Concernsare not order'd 
by a ſpecial Divine Providence) that natural Cauſes 
unite and aſſociate themſelves for their relief and bene- 
fit in ſo ſtrange a manner as they are found to do? It 
is undeniably evident, that there are marvellous 
Co- incidencies of Providence, confederating and 

agreeing, as it were, to meet and unite themſelves 
to bring about the good of God's Choſen, There 
s is 


A 
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dme Event had done fo tod; but every one fell 


of Providence concurring ſtrangely to produce 


as there are Tools of all ſorts and ſizes in the Shop 


4 
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is a like face of things ſhewing it ſelf in divergth: 
Places at that time, when any Work for the goodWu 


of the Church is come upon the Stage of the ps 
World: A when the Meſhah, the Capital Mercy, pe 


came to the Temple, then Simeon and Anna were 
brought thither by Providence, as Witneſſes to it. 
So in Reformation- work, when the Images were ee 
pulled down in Holland, one and the ſame Spirit of 
Zeal poſſeſſed them in every City and Town, that 
the Work was done in a Night. He that heedfully 
reads the Hiſtory of Foſeph's Advancement to be 
the Lord of Egypt, may number in that Story 
twelve remarkable Acts or Steps of Providence, 
by which he aſcended to that Honour and Autho- 


rity : If but one of thetn had failed, in all likelihood} 


— 
CY 


in its order, exactly keeping its own time and 
place. So in the Church's Deliverance from the 
Plot of Haman, we find no lefs than ſeven Acts 


CANE 


it, as it they had all met by appointment andy 
conſent, to break that ſnare for them; one thing] 
fo aptly ſuiting with, and making way for ano-| 
ther, thatevery heedful Obſerver muſt needs con- 
clude, this cannot be the effect of Caſualty, but 
wiſe Counſel, Even as in viewing the accurate 
Structure of the Body of a Man, the Figure, Poſi- 
tion, and mutual reſpects of the ſeveral Members 
and Veſſels, hath convinced ſome, (and is ſuffici- 
ent to convince all) that it was the effe& of Di- 
vine Wiſdom and Power: in like manner, if the 
admirable Adaptation of the Means and Inſtru- 
ments employed for Mercy to the People of God, 
be heedfully conſidered, who can hut confeſs, that 


ww. <- 
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of Providence, ſo there is a moſt skilful Hand 
e that 


4 
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ver that uſes them? and that they could no more pro- 
oodMuce ſuch Effects of themſelves, than the Ax, 
the Saw or Chiſel can cut or carve a rude Log into a 
rcy, peautiful Figure, without the Hand of a sxilful 
ere Artificer. 

o it. We find by manifold Inſtances, that there 
ere certainly are ſtrong Combinations, and Prediſ- 
t ol poſitions of Perſons and Things, to bring about 
hat ſome Iſſue and Deſign for the Benefit of the 
ally Church, which themſelves never thought of: 
) be 
their Counſels to each other, yet meet together 
and work together, as if they did; which is, as if 
ten Men ſhould all meet together at one Place, 
Wand in one Hour, about one and the ſame Buſi- 
neſs, and that without any Fore- appointment be- 
ndl twixt themſelves. Can any queſtion, but ſuch a 
Meeting of Means and Inſtruments is certainly, 
tho ſecretly over - ruled, by ſome W inviſible 


Agent? 
* _. Third Demand. 


erned by ſpecial Providence, Whence is it, that 
the mo#t apt and powerful Means imployed to deſtroy 
& them, are render d ineffectual, and weak contemptible 
Means imployed for their Defence and Comfort, crown- 
ed with Succeſs? This could never be, if things 


4 were wholly ſwayed by the Courſe of Nature. 


If we judge by that Rule; we muſt conclude, 


more ſucceſsful and. proſperous they muſt needs 
be; and where they are inept, weak and con- 
temptible, nothing can be expected from them. 
Thus Reaſon lays it according to the Rules of 
op Nature; but Providence croſſes its Hands, as a- 
1d esb did in blefling che Sons of Foſepb, and orders 

RT", quite 
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They hold no Intelligence, communicate not 


If the Concerns of God's People be not go- 


the more apt and powerful the Means are, the 
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quite contrary Iſſues and Events. Such was the 
mighty Power and deep Policy uſed by Pbaraob 
to deſtroy God's Iſrael, that to the eye of Reaſon, 
it was as impoſſible to ſurvive it, as for crackling 
Thorns to abide unconſumed amidſt devouring 
Flames ; by which Emblem their miraculous 
Preſervation is expreſſed, Exod. 3. 2. the Buſh 
was all in a flame, but no conſumption. of it. 
The Heathen Roman Emperors, who made the 
World tremble, and ſubdued the Nations under 
them, have employed all their Power and Policy 
againſt the poor naked defenceleſs Church, to 
ruin it, yet could not accompliſh it, Rev. 12. 3, 4. 
O the Seas of Blood that Heathen Rome ſhed in the 
ten Perſecutions! yet the Church lives, and when 


the Dragon gave his Power to the Beaſt, Rev. 
13. 2. (i. e.) the State of Rowe became Anti- 


| chriſtian, O what Slaughters have been made by 


the Beaft in all his Dominions ; ſo that the Holy 
Ghoſt iirelants him as drunken with the Blood 
of the Saints, Rev. 17. 6. And yet all will not do, 


the Gates, (i. e.) the Powers and Policies of Hell 


cannot prevail againſt it. How manifeſt is the care 
and power of Providence herein? Had half that 
Power been imployed againſt any other People, it 
had certainly ſwallowed them up immediately, or 
in the hundredth part of the time worn them 


Ads and out. How ſoon was the Perſian Monarchy ſwal- 
| Mon. Fol. Jowed up by the Grecian, and that again by the 


3- 7% Roman? Dioclefien and Maximine in the height 


' 

| 

: 

. 
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of their Perſecution found themſelves ſo baffled 
by Providence, that they both reſigned the Go- 
yernment, and lived as private Men. But in this 
wonderful Preſervation God makes good that 
Promiſe, Fer. 30. 11. Tho' I make a full end of all 
Nations, yet will I not make a full end of Thee: and 
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that in Ia. 54.17. No weapon formed again#t thee 
all proſper, F 

On the contrary, how ſucceſsful have weak 
and contemptible Means been made for the good 
of the Church? Thus in the firſt planting of Chri- 


WE WD 
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bable Inſtruments was it done 2 Chriſt did not 
huſe the eloquent Orators, or Men of Authority 
in the Courts of Kings and Emperors, but twelve 
poor Mechanicks, and Fiſhermen ; and theſe not 
ent together in a Troop, but ſome to take one 
Country to conquer it, and ſome another : the 
moſt ridiculous Courſe (in appearance) for ſuch 
a Deſign, as could be imagined; and yet in how 
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hurches planted by them in the ſeveral King- 
doms of the World? This the Pſalmiſt foreſaw by 
he Spirit of Prophecy, when he ſaid, Out of the 
outh of Babes and Sucklings haſt thou ordained 
Strength, to Fill the Enemy, and the Avenger, 
pfal. 8. 2. At the ſound of Rams-horns Jericho is 
lelivered into the hands of Iſrael ; ſee Joſh 6. 20. 
By three hundred Men with their Pitchers and 
amps, the huge Hoſt of Midian is diſcomfited, 
Judges 6. 19. The Proteſtants beſieged in Beziers 
France are delivered by a drunken Drummer, 
ho going to his Quarters at Midnight, rang the 
\larm-Bell of the Town, not knowing what he 
lid ; and juſt then were their Enemies making 
heir Aſſault. And as weak and improbable means 
ave been bleſſed with Succeſs to the Church in 


e "8 2 


embers alſo. A Spider by weaving her Web 
ver the Mouth of an Oven ſhall hide a Servant 
f Chriſt, Du Moulin from his Enemies, who took 
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Hen 


ſtianity in the world, by what weak and impro- 


tort 2 time was the Goſpel ſpread, and the 


general, ſo to the Preſervation of its particular 


efuge there in that bloody 8 Maſſacre. A 
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Hen ſhall ſuſtain another many days at the ſame 
time, by lodging her Egg every day in the Place 
where he had hid himſelf from the Cut-throats, 
Examples might be eaſily multiplied in the caſe ; 


but the Truth is too plain and obvious to the 


Obſervation of all Ages to need them. And 
can we but acknowledge a divine and ſpecial 
Providence over-ruling theſe Matters, when we 
{ee the moſt apt and potent Means for the Chur 
ches Ruin fruſtrated, and the moſt filly and 
contemprible Means ſucceeded and proſpered fo 
its good ? 
Fourth Demand. | 
Tf all things be governed by the Courſe of Na 
ture, and Force of natural Cauſes, How then come 
it to paſs, that Men are turned (like a Bowl by 
Rub) ont of the way of Evil, unto which they w 
driving on with full ſpeed ? Good Men have bee 
engaged in the way to their own Ruin, and kne 
it not; but Providence hath met them in the waz 
and preſerved them by ſtrange Diverſions, t 
Meaning of which they underſtood not, till t 
Event diſcovered it. Paul lay bound at Czſare 
the High Prieſt and chief of the Fews requeſt H 
ſtus, that he might be brought bound to Fery/ 
lem, having laid wait in the way to kill him 
but Feſtus (tho ignorant of the Plot) utterly r 
fuſes it, but chuſes rather to go with them 
Cæſarea, and judge him there: by this Rub, the 
bloody Deſigu is fruſtrated, Ad 25. 3, 4. 
Poſſid. in Poſſidonims, in the Life of Auguſtine, tells us, t 


vit. Aug. the good Father going to teach the People off; 


ep. 15+ certain Town, took à Guide with him, - to' ſhe 
him the way: the Guide miſtook the uſual Roa 
and 1gnorantly fell into a By-path, by whit 
means he eſcaped Ruin by the hands of the blool 
Ds 
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Donati fis, who knowing his Intention, way-laid 
him to kill him in the Road, | 
And as memorable and wonderful are thoſe 
Rubs and Diverſions wicked Men have met with 
nthe way of perpetrating the Evils conceiv'd and 
intended in their own Hearts. Laban and Eſau Gen. 31: 
ame againſt Jacob with miſchievous Purpoſes 324. 
but no ſooner are they come nigh him, but the 
Shackles of Reſtraint are immediately clapt upon 
hem both, ſo that their Hands cannot perform 
heir Enterprizes. Balaam runs greedily for Re- 
ward to curſe 1/rael ; but meets with an unex- 
pected Check at his very Out- ſet; and tho that 
ſtopt him not, but he eſſay'd every way to do 
them Miſchief, yet he ſtill finds himſelf fetter'd 
by an effectual Bond of Reſtraint, that he can no 
way ſhake off, Numb. 22. 25, 38. - Saul the High- 
Ericſt's Blood-hound, breathes out Threatnings 
gainſt the Church, and goes with a bloody 
Commiſſion towards Damaſcus, to hale the poor 
Flock of Chriſt to the Slaughter; but when he 
romes nigh the Place, he meets an unex 
dtop.in the Way by which the Miſchief. is not 
only diverted, but himſelf converted to Chriſt, 
(#59. 1, 2, 3, 4. Who can but ſee the Finger of ., 


im God in theſe thing? 
1 , ; F ifth Demand. | 
he If there be not an over-ruling Providence or- 


"Wering all things for the good of God's People, 

ow comes it to paſs, that the Good and Evil which 2 
e to them in this World, is accordingly repaid inte 

he Boſoms of them that are inſtrumental therein? 

1. How clear is it to every Man's Obſervation, 

hat the Kindneſſes and Benefits any have done 

the Lord's People, have been rewarded with 

| Meaſure into their Boſoms? The Egyptian 

8 Ca Mid- 


1 
+ 
= 
ä * 


bo 7 
vo we 
@.. at 
_ * 


24 


Midwives refuſed to obey Pharaoh's inhuman MW | 
Command, and ſaved the Male Children of -e 
rael : For this the Lord dealt well with them, and Hl 


built them Houſes, Exod. 1. 21. The ShunamiteWlc 


was hoſpitable, and careful for Eliſha, and God 
recompenced it with the deſirable Enjoyment otMea 
a Son, 2 Kings 4. 9, 17. Rabab hid the Spies, and 

was exempted — 2 the common Deſtruction forhva 
it, Heb. 11. 31. Publius, the chief Man gf there 


1 | 
Iſland Melita, courteouſly received and lodged} / 


ther, who lay ſick at that time of a Bloody Flux 


Td 

Si ab ex- 
ordio 
mundi, ad 
noſltam 


ulque me Fbaraob and the Egyptians were cruel Enemies 


moriam 
percurta- 
mus hi- 


ſtor ias, in- 1 19. 


ſignia di- 


" vinz ulti>» Haman erected à Gallows fifry Cubits high fo 


onis in 


peccato- 

res Occut- 
rent indi- 
cia. Alſte- 


dii Nat. 
Theol. P. * 
196. 


Paul after his Shipwrack : The Lord ſpeedily re- 
paid him for that Kindneſs, and healed his Fa- Abo 


and Fever, Ads 28. 7, 8,— 

In like manner, we find the Evils done to 
God's People have been repaid, by a juſt Retri- 
bution to their Enemies. 


to God's Tſrael, and deſign'd the Ruin of theinfnc 
r innocent Babes; and God repaid it, in be- 
miting all the Firſt-born of Egypt in one Night, 


ood Mordecai, and God ſo ordered it, that him 
elf and his ten Sons were hanged on it. An 
indeed it was but meet, that he ſhould eat the 
Fruit of that Tree, which himſelf had plantedYmit 
Eſther 7. 10. ; | 
Abit bopbel plots againſt David, and gives Coun 


ſel like an Oracle, how to procure his Fall; anq en! 


that very Counſel, like a ſurcharged Gun, recoilrit 


upon himſelf, and procures his Ruin: For ſeeing} M 
his good Counſel rejected, (good politically, n;. 


morally) it was now eaſy for him to gueſs at ch{Þreſ: 


/ . . * * = : " p 1 „ 
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Iſſue, and ſo at his own Fate, 2 Sam. 17. 23. With 
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* Charles the Ninth moſt inhumanly made the 
rery Canals of Paris to ſtream with Proteſtane 
good, and ſoon after he died miſerably, his 
Blood ſtreaming from all Parts of his Body. 

Stephen Gardiner, that burnt ſo many of Gods 
Soy packs to Aſhes, was himſelf ſo ſcorched up 
dy a terrible Inflammation, that his very Tongue 

as black, and hung out of his Mouth, and in 
lreadful Torments ended his wretched Days. 
Maximinus that cruel Emperor, who ſet forth 
re-his Proclamation engraven in Braſs, for the utter 
-{boliſhing of the Chriſtian Religion, was ſpeedi- 
y ſmitten like Herod, with a dreadful Judgment, 
Swarms of Lice preying upon his Entrails, and 
auſing ſuch a ſtench that his Phyſicians could 
ot endure to come nigh him, and for refuſing it 
ere ſlain. Hundreds of like Inſtances might ea- 
y be produced, to confirm this Obſervation. 
nd who can but ſee by theſe things, that werily 
here is a God that ſudgeth in the Earth ? 

Yea, ſo exact have been the Retributions of Pro- 
idence to the Enemies of the Church, that not 
nly the ſame Perſons, but the ſame Members 
hat have been the Inſtruments of Miſchief, have 
deen made the Subjects of Wrath. 

The ſame Arm which Feroboam ſtretched out to 
mite the Prophet, God ſmites. The Emperor 


lenly crampt in his Knuckles, that he could not 
_ AR | V 
Mr. Greenhill, in his Expoſition upon Exel. 11 


10 3. tells his Auditory, that there was one then 


heÞreſent in the Congregation, who was an Eye- 


itneſs of a Woman ſcoffing at another for purity 
ad holy walking, * had her tongus ſtricken 


4 3 imme 


25 


lurelian, when he was ready to ſubſcribe the E- Euſeb. l. 7. 
ick for the Perſecution of the Chriſtians, was ſud- cap. 29. 
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= immediately with the Palſie, and died therec 
within two days. 9. 

Henn the Second of France in a great Rage a 
gainſt a Proteſtant Counſellor, committed him tt 
the Hands of one of his Nobles to be imprifoned 
and that with theſe Words, that he would ſee hi 
burned with bs own Eyes ; but Mark the righteo 
Providence of God, within a few days after, thi 
fame Nobleman, with a Lance put into his hand 

buy the King, did at a Tilting Match run the ſai 
King into one of his Eyes, whereof he died. 

Yea, Providence hath made the very place « 
ſinning, the place of Puniſhment, x Kings 21. 19 
In the place where Dogs licked the Blood of Nabothif 
ſhall Dogs lick thy Blood: and it was exactly ful 
filled, 2 Kings 9. 26. Thus Topbet is made a b 
rying Place for the Jews, till there was no roon 
to bury ; and that was the place where they hat 
offer'd up their Sons to Moloch, Jer. 7. 31, 3 
The Story of Nightingale is generally known 

N which Mr. Fox relates, how he fell out of th, 
| Pulpit and brake his Neck, whilſt he was abuſing 
that Scripture, 1 John 1. 10. 

And thus the Scriptures are made good by Pre 
videncę, whoſo diggeth a pit ſhall fall therein 
and he that rolleth a ſtone, it ſhall return upor 
him, Prov. 26. 27. and Matth. 7. 2. with what 
meaſure you mete, it ſhall be meaſur d to you ap. 


\ Objef. F If any ſhall yet ſay, Theſe things may fall cut cit © 

| | ſually ; That many thouſands of the Churches Enemit 
have died in peace, and their End been like other Me 

Set, We anſwer with Auguſtine, If no Sin were pu 
niſhed here, no Providence would be believed 

and if every Sin ſhould be puniſh'd here, no Judg 

ment would be expected. But, that none b A 
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req px theſe Events to be meerly caſual and acci- 
zl, we yet further demand. 


2 2 Sixth Demand. 

If cheſe things be meerly caſual, bow is it that 
5 they ſquare and agree ſo exactly with the Scriptures in 
"Whol! particulars ? 

a b e read, Amos 3. 3. Can two walk together ex- 
* ept they be agreed ? Tf two Men travel in one 


Road, it's like they are agreed to go to the ſame 
Place. Providences and Scriptures go all one 
Way: And if they ſeem at any time to go diverſe 
vr contrary Ways; be ſure, they will meet at the 


"/YJourney's End. There is an Agreement betwixt 

hem ſo to do. 

ful x "PP! 

6 Doth God miraculouſly ſuſpend the power of 
natural Cauſes, as in the firſt Demand was open'd ? 

* Why, this is no accidental thing, but what har- 


monizeth with the word, I. 43. 2. When thou 
paſſe#t through the Waters, I will be with thee, and 
through the Rivers, they ſhall not overflow thee. When 
thou walkeſt through the Fire, thou ſhalt not be burnt, 
Wncither ſhall the Flame kindle upon thee. 

Do natural Cauſes unite and aſſociate them- 
ſelves for the good of God's People 2 Why, this 
is no more than what is contain'd in the Promiſes, 
and js but the fulfilling of that Scripture, x Cor. 3. 
22. All is yours, for ye are Chriſt's; (i. e.) the Uſe, 
Benefit and Service of all the Creatures is for you, 
as Your Need ſhall require. | 

Are the moſt apt and powerful means employ” 
ed for their Ruin fruſtrated ? Who can but ſee 
the Scriptures fulfilled in, and expounded by ſuch 
Providences 2 See [/a. 45. 15, 16, 17. and 8. 8, 
9, 10. expounded by 2 Kings 18. 17. & ſeq. 

See you at any time a Rub of Providence di- 
Fyerting the — of good Men from falling into 
_—_— | „ evil, 
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loudly do ſuch Providences proclaim the truth 


they fall out in ſuch remarkable Nicks and Functures 


' - Bipine Conduct: Or, 


evil, or wicked Men from committing evil ; how 


— 


and certainty of the Scriptures, which tell us, 
That the way of Man is nit in bimſelf, neither is it in 
him that walls to direct his Steps, Jer. 10. 23. andWſo 
that in Prov. 16. 9. A Man's Heart deviſeth hs Way nc 
but the Lord dirc&eth bis Steps, by 
Do you ſee adequate Retributions made toni. 
thoſe that injure or befriend the People of God? , 
Why, when you fee all the Kindneſs and Love I un 
they have ſhown the Saints return'd with an O- nec 
ver-plus into their Boſoms ; how is it poſſible, 
but you muſt fee the Accompliſhment of theſe 
Scripturesin ſuch Providences ? 1/a. 32. 8. 2 Cor. di 
9. 6. The liberal Soul deviſeth liberal things, and by va 
liberal things he ſhall ſtand. re: 


And when you ſee the Evils Men have done, or br- 


intended to do to the Lord's people,recoiling upon w. 


. themſelves ; he is perfectly blind, that ſees not the Ge 


Harmony ſuch Providences bear with theſe Scrip- H 


_ tures, Pſal. 140. 11,12. Pſal. 7. 14, 15, 16. Pſal.9.16. ab 


O what exact Proportions do Providences and m 
Scriptures hold! little do Men take Notice of it. W m- 
Why did Cyrus, contrary to all Rules of State-Po - ¶ to 
licy freely diſmiſs the Caprives, but to fulfil that So 
Scripture, Ja. 45. 13. So that it was well obſer- an 
ved by one, that as God hath ſtretch'd out the co: 
Expanſum or Firmament over the natural, fo he H 
hath ſtretch'd out hi Word over the rational World. 
And as the Creatures on Earth are influenc'd by 
thoſe Heavenly Bodies, ſo are all Creatures in 
the World influenc'd by the Word, and do infal- 
libly fulfil it, when they deſign to croſs it. 

Seventh Demand. 
If theſe things be contingent, How 3s it that 


of 


Che Wyftery of Pzovidence. 


owHbof time, which makes them ſo greatly obſervable to all 


uthſ bat conſider them. 1 

us We find a multitude of Providences ſo timed to 
ina Minute, that had they fallen out never ſo little 
ind ſooner or later, they had ſignified but little what 
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"ay, now they do. Certainly, it cannot be caſually, contin- 
but Counſel, that ſo exactly nicks the Opportu- gentia re- 
to nity. ' Contingencies keep to no Rules. rum zſti- 


manda eſt 


3 
d? > cauſis proximis, ſecundis, & particularibus, non & cauſa prima, & 
VE EE univerſali, reſpectu cujus nihil contingens eſt, ſed omnia neceſſatia, 


fell How remarkable to this Purpoſe, was the ti- 
or. dings brought to Saul, that the Philiftines had in- 


by vaded the Land? 1 Sam. 23. 27. juſt as he was 


ready to graſp the Prey. The Angel calls to 4. 
brabam, and ſhews him another Sacrifice, juſt 
when his hand was giving the fatal Stroke to Iſaac, 


Hagar, juſt when ſhe had left the Child, as not 
able to ſee its Death, Gen. 21. 16, 19. Rabſhakeh 


mour that fruſtrated his Deſign, juſt when ready 
to give the Shock againſt Feruſalem, Iſa. 27. 7, 8. 
So when Haman's Plot againſt the Jews was ripe, 
and all things ready for Execution; On that Night 
could not the King ſleep, Eſth. 6. 1. When the 
Horns are ready to gore Judah, immediately Car- 
d. penters are prepared to fray them away, Zech. 1. 
yl 18, 19, 20, 21. How remarkable was the Relief 
ni of Roche! by a Shoal of Fiſh, that came into the 
Harbour, when they were ready to periſh with 
Famine, ſuch us oy never obſerved before, nor 
after that time. Mr. Dod could not go to Bed 
one Night, but hath a ſtrong Impulſe to viſit, 
(chough unſcaſonably) a Neighbour W 
40 an 


O- neceſſitate immutabilitatis non cauſe. Vendelin. Theol. p. 13. 


Gen. 22.10, 11. A Well of Water is diſcovered to 


meets with a blaſting Providence, hears a Ru- 
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and juſt as he came, he meets him at his Door, 
with an Halter in his Pocket, juſt going to hang 
himſelf. Dr. Tate and his Wife, in the Iriſh Re. 
belion, flying through the Woods with a Sucking 
Child, which was juſt ready to expire; the Mo- 


ther going to reſt it upon a Rock, puts her Hand 


n a Bottle of warm Milk, by which it was 
preſerved. A good Woman (from whoſe Mouth 


I received it) being driven to a great Extremi- 


ty, all Supplies failing, was exceedingly plunged 


Faſt kept by Mordecai and Heſter, Eſth. 4. 16. Our 


into unbelieving Doubts and Fears, not ſeeing 
whence Supplies ſhould come ; when lo ! in the 
nick of Time, turning ſome things in a Cheſt;un- 
expectedly lights upon a Piece of Gold, which 
ſupplied her preſent Wants, till God open'd ano- 


-ther Door of Supply. If theſe things fall out 


caſually, how is it they obſerve the very nick of 
Time fo exactly ? as that it is become Proverbial 
in Scripture, Gen. 22. 14. In the Mount of the 
Lord it ſhall be ſeen. 
Eighth Demand. | 

Laſtly, Were thefe things caſual and contingent, 
bow can it be, that they ſhould fall out ſo immediate- 
by upon, and conſonantly to the Prayers of the Saints ? 


So that in many Providences, they are able to diſcern a 


very clear Anſwer to their Prayers, and are ſure they 
bave the Petitions they asked of him, 1 John 5. 15. 
Thus when the Sea divided ir ſelf, juſt upon 
JſraePs cry to Heaven, Exod. 14. 10. When ſo 
ſignal a Victory is givento Aſa, immediately up- 
on that pathetical cry to Heaven, Help us, O Lord 
aur God, 2 Chron. 14. 11, 12. When Abitbopbel 
ſhall go and hang himſelf, juſt upon that Prayer 
of diſtreſſed David, 2 Sam. 15. 31. When Haman 
ſhall fall and his Plot be brqken, juſt upon the 


own 
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own Speed, in his Hiſtory of Britain, tells us, 


that Richard the Firſt beſieged a Caſtle with his 


Army, they offered to ſurrender, if he would 
ſave their Lives; he refuſes, and threatens to 
hang them all: Upon this an Arbalafter charged 
his Bow with a ſquare Arrow, making firſt his 
Prayer to God, that he would direct the ſhot, 
and deliver the Innocent from Oppreſſion; it 
ſtruck the King himſelf, whereof he died, and 
they were delivered. Abraham's Servant prayed 
for ſucceſs; and ſee how it was anſwered, Gen. 
24. 45. Peter was caſt into Priſon, and Prayer 
was made for him by the Church, and ſee the 
Event, Acts 12. 5,6,7, 12. I could eaſily add to 
theſe, the wonderful Examples of the return 
of Prayers which was obſerved in Luther, and 
Dr. Winter in Ireland, and many more ; but I 
judge it needleſs, becauſe moſt Chriſtians have 
a ſtock of Experience of their own, and are well 
aſſured, that many of the Providences that befal 
them are, and canbe no other thanthe return of 


their Prayers. 


And now who can be diſſatisfied in this Point, 
that wiſely conſider theſe things? Muſt we nor 
conclude as it is, Fob 36. 7. He withdraweth not 
bis Eye from the Righteous: And as 2 Chron, 16.9. 
The Eyes of the Lord run to and fro through the whole 
Earth, to ſhew himſelf ſtrong in the wing of them 
whoſe Heart is perfect towards bim. His Providen- 
ces proclaim him to be a God hearing Pray- 
ers. | 

Te Second General Head. 

Having proved thatthe Concernments of the 
Saints in this World, are certainly conducted 
by the Wiſdom and Care of ſpecial Providence; 
my next Work is to ſhew you, In what Affair: and 


(—_ — —˙— CD. — 
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__ DBſvine Conduct: Or, 
Concerns of theirs, the Providence of God doth more 
eſpecially appear; or what are the moſt remarkable 
Performances of Providence for them in this World. 

And here I am not led directly by my Text, to 
ſpeak of the moſt Internal and Spiritual Perfor- 
mances of Providence, immediately relating to 
the Souls of his People; though they all relate 
to their Souls mediately and eventually ; but of 

the more viſible and external Performances of 
Providence for them: And it is not to-be ſuppo- 

, Fed, I ſhould touch all theſe neither; they are 
more than the Sands; but that which I aim at, is 
to diſcourſe to you ſome more ſpecial and more 
obſervable Performances of Providence for 
you. And we ſhall begin at the begin- 


ning. 
The firſt SCRE of Providence. 


N 2 And Firſt, Let us conſider, how well Provi- 


formances 


dence hath performed the firſt Work that ever it 
in our For- did for us, in our Formation and Protection in the 
mation Womb. Certainly, this is a very glorious and ad- 


and Fro. mirable Performance; it's that the Pſalmiſ# ad- 


ſect ion in 


te Womb mires, Pſalm 139. 15. My Subſtance was not hid 


from thee, when I was made in ſecret, and curiouſly 
wrought in the lower Parts of the Earth, The 
Womb is fo called upon this account, becauſe as 
curious Artiſts, when they have ſome choice 
Piece in Hand, perfect it in private, and then 
bring it into the Light for all to gaze at; ſo it 
was here. And there are two Things admirable 
in this Performance of Providence for us. 

1. The rare Structure and excellent Compoſi- 
tion of the Body; I am wonderfully made; that 
Word Ruchampti——is very full. The Vulgar 

renders it, painted as with a Needle, (i, e.) richly 
4 - 
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embroidered with Nerves and Veins. Oh the Metaphor 
curious Workmanſhip that is in that one part the by 3 
Eye! How hath it forced ſome to acknowledge in opele 
a God upon the Examination of it! Providence, Phrygio- 
when it went about this Work, had its model or nico. 
pattern before ir, according to which it molded Omnia o- 
every part, as it is, ver. 16. In thy Bool were all 7 
my members written, Haſt thou an integral Per- nus in 
fection and Fulneſs of Members? It is becauſe he pondere, 
wrote them all in his Book, or limned out thy numero, 
Body, according to that exact model which he 3 | 
drew of thee in his own gracious purpoſe, 
before thou hadſt a Being: Had an Eye, an 
Ear, a Hand, a Foot been wanting in the Plat- 
form, thou hadft now been ſadly ſenſible of the 
defect: This World had been a Dungeon tothee, 
without thoſe Windows: Thou hadft lived, as 
many do, an Obje& of Pity to others : If thou 
have low Thoughts of this Mercy, ask the Blind, 
the Deaf, the Lame and the Dumb, the value 
and Worth of thoſe-Mercies, and they will tell 
thee. There is a World of Coſt beſtowed upon. 
thy very Body. Thou mighteſt have been caſt 
into. another Mold, and created a Worm or 2 
Toad. I remember Luther tells us of two Car- 
dinals, riding in great pomp to the Council of 
Conſtance, and by the way they heard a Man in Luther in 
the Fields bitterly weeping and wailing: When 8 
they came to him, they found him intently Thee are |} 
viewing an ugly Toad; and asking him why he 1 
are radical, as the Liver, Heart and Brain, in theſe are Ba prone 


tural, vital and animal Spirits ; theſe Spirits are carried by the Veins, 
Arteries and Nerves. The Veins carry the natural Pirits from the Liver, 
the Arteries the vital Spirits from the Heart, the Nerues the animal Spi- 
* — —. ol * — : Oper 1 are official, as the Hands and Feet: 

peri oth rule the Inferiour, and the Infericur ſupport the Su- 
periour : In Wiſdom hait thou made — | 55 
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wept ſo bitterly, he told chem his Heart was mel. 


ted with this Conſideration, that God had nor 


made him ſuch a loathſom and deformed Crea. 
ture; hoc eff quod amare fleo, ſaid he: Whereup- 
on one of them cries out, Well ſaid the Father, 
Surgunt indo&i, & rapient Calum, The unlearned 
will riſe and take Heaven, and we with all our 
Learning ſhall be caft into Hell. No part of the 

Common Lump was ſo figur'd andpoliſh'd as Man is. 
Galen gave Epicurus an hundred Years Time to i- 


magine a more commodious Scituation, Configu- 


ration, or Compdition of any one Member of a 
human Body. And if all the Angel: had ſtudied 
to this day, they could not have caſt the Body of 
Aan into a more curious Mold. | 
2. And yet all this is but the enamelling of the 
Caſe, or poliſhing the Casket wherein the rare 
Jewel lies. Providence hath not only built the 
Houſe, but brought the Inhabitant (I mean the 
Soul) into the Poſſeſſion of it. A glorious Piece 
it is, that bears the very Image ot God upon it, 
being allin all, and all in every part. How noble 
are its Faculties and Affections? How nimble, 
various and indefatigable are its Motions ? How 
comprehenfive is its Capacity? It's a Compani- 
on for Angels, nay, capable of Eſpouſals to Cbriſt, 
and eternal Communion with God. It's the 
Wonder of Earth, and the Envy of Hell. 
Suppoſe now, (and why ſhould you not ſup- 
poſe what you ſo frequently behold in the World?) 
that Providence had ſo permitted and order'd it, 
that thy Soul had entred into thy Body with one 


or two of its Faculties wounded and defective: 


"Suppoſe its Underſtanding had been crackt; what 

_ a miſerable Life hadſt thou lived in this World? 
neither capable of Service nor Comfort. =_ 

are tat, ; y 
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The Myltery of Providence. 
ruly when I have conſider'd thoſe Works of 
Providence, in bringing into the World in al 
Countries and Ages ſome ſuch ſpectacles of 
nity; ſome deprived of the uſe of Reaſon, and 
Jiffering from Beaſts, in little more than 
ſhape and figure; and others, though ſound 
in their Underſtandings, yer deformed or de- 
ur ¶ fective in their Bodies, monſtrous, miſhapen and 
ne ¶ loathſome Creatures; I can reſolve the deſign of 
this Providence, into nothing beſide a demon- 
ſtration of his Sovereign Power: except they be 
deſigned as foils, to ſet off the beauty of other 


i h rare and exquiſite pieces, and intended to ſtand 
5 ? before your eyes, as Monitors of God's Mercy to 


you, that your Hearts (as oft as you beheld 

h them) might be melted into Thankfulneſs for di- 
© Bl ftinguiſhing Favour to you. | 

h Look then (butnotproudly) upon thy outfide 
© and inſide, ſee and admire what Providence hath 


he done for thee, and how well it hath performed the 
© If firſt ſervice that ever it did for thee in this World. 
1 And yet, this was not all it did for thee, before 
4; thou ſaweſt this World : It preſerved thee, as well 
5 formed thee in the Womb; elſe thou hadſt 
„deen as thoſe Embryos Fob ſpeaks of, Job 3. 11, 
/ 12. that never ſaw the light, Abortives go for no- 
he ching in the World, and chere are mulcitudes of 


them, ſome that never had a reaſonable Soul 
b. breathed into them; but only the rudiments, 
5 and rough draught of body: theſe come not in- 
:- co the account of Men, but periſh as the Beaſt 
ne! doth. Others that die in, or ſhortly after ty 
e: come out of the Womb; and though their Li 
gat was but for a moment; yet that moment entails 
d: an Eternity upon them: and had this been your 
nd Cafe, as it is the caſe of Millions, then ( —_— 
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ſing your Salvation) yet had you been utterly 
unſerviceable to God in the World : None 
had been the better for you, nor you the better 
for any in the World, You had been utterly 
uncapable of all that good which throughout 
your Life you have either done to others, or re- 

ceived from others. | 
And if we conſider the Nature of that obſcure 
Life we lived in the Womb; how ſmallan acci-, 
dent (had it been permitted by Providence) had 
extinguiſhed our Life, like a Bird in the ſhell ? 
We cannot therefore but admire the tender care 
of Providence over us, and ſay with the Pſalmiſt, 
Pſal. 139-13. Thou haſt covered me in my Mother's 
Womb : and not only ſo, but as it is, Pſal. 22. 9. 
Thou art be that took me out of my Mother's Womb, 
He preſerved thee there to the Fulneſs of Time, 
and when that Time was come, brought thee 
ſafely through manifold hazards, into that 
lace in the World which he from Eternity e- 
pied for thee. Which leads us to the ſecond 

Performance. | | 4 

T The Second Performance of Providence. 

| IP" od 

| Providen- The ſecond great Performance of Providence, for 
| | tial Ter- the People of God, reſpetts the place and time in which 
,- mu it ordered their Nativity to fall. And truly, this is 
% 56 no {mall Concernment to every one of us, but 


; the Jo of vaſt Conſequence, either to our good or 
\ and Place evil, though it be little minded by moſt Men. I 


a Na-am perſwaded, the Thoughts of few Chriſtians 

i. penetrate deep enough into this Providence, but 
BZ flide too lightly and ſuperficially over an Abyſs 
| of much Mercy, rich and manifold Mercy 
Wwraptup in this gracious Performance of Provi- 
' dence for them. 


Ah 


The Myſtery of Pꝛobidence. 


ly Ah Friends! can you think it an indifferent 
ne hing, into what part of the World the Womb 
ter pf Nature had caſt you out? Is there no odds, 
ly pon what Spot of the Creation, or in what Age 
ut Bf the World your lot had fallen? It may be you 
e · Wave not ſeriouſly bethought your ſelves about 
his Matter. And becauſe this Point is ſo ſel- 
om touch'd, I will therefore dive a little more 
articularly and diſtinctly into it, and endeavour 
> warm your Affections with a Repreſentation 
f che many and rich Benefits you owe to this 
ne Performance of Providence for you. 
And we will conſider it under a double reſpe& 


*r relation, as it reſpects your preſent Comfort 
9. MW this World, and as it relates to your eternal 
1, Happineſs in the World to come. 

ec, 1. This Performance of Providence for you, 


oth, very much concern your preſent Comfort in 
is World. All the Rooms in this great Houſe 


abitants of it. Lou read, Pſal. 74. 20. of the 
ok places of the Earth, which are full of the habi- 
tions of cruelty: and many ſuch diſmal places are 
dund in the habitable Earth. What a vaſt tract 
{ the World lies as a waſte Wilderneſs. | 
Suppoſe your Mothers had brought you forth 
America, among the Salvage Indians, who herd 
dgether as brute beaſts ; are ſcorched with heat, 
nd ſtarved with cold; being naked, deſtitute 
nd defenceleſs. How poor, miſerable and un- 
rovided of earthly Comforts and Accomodati- 
ns, are many Millions of the Inhabitants of this 
orld? What Mercies do you enjoy in reſpect of 
e Amenity, Fertility, Temperature and Civi- 
1- ty of the Place of your Habitation? What is it 
ut a Garden incloſed out of a Wilderneſs? I 
CEE D may 


\ = 


renot alike pleaſant and commodious for the In- 
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may without partiality or vanity ſay, God ha 


- Chronicler ſaith of it, It is the fortunate Iſland, 
| Paradiſe of Pleaſure, the Garden of God; whoſe V. 
leys are like Eden, whoſe Hills are as Leband 
» whoſe Springs are as Piſgah, whoſe Rivers are 


you: that they poſſeſs the Mines of Silver: 


Divine Conduct: Or, 


(even upon temporal accounts) provided yall” 
with one of the healthfulleſt, pleaſanteſt, andi 
all reſpects, the beſt furniſhed room in all FF.” 
great houſe of this World. Hear what our ow” 


Jordan, whoſe Wall is the Ocean, and whoſe. DE 

fence is the Lord Jehovah. 9 0 
- You are here provided of neceſſary and con 5 
fortable Accommodations for your Bodies, t 


a great part of the World are unacquainted wit al 
It is not with the pooreſt among us, as it is ſal 


to be with the poor Ruſſians, Whoſe Poverty pu 
ches and bites with ſuch ſharp teeth, — che 
poor cry at the doors, Give me and cut me, gi 
me and kill me. n N #7 21 - 
Say not, The barbarous Nations in this e. 


Gold, Which it may be you think enough to ſale 

all other Inconveniences of Life. Alas -poc 
Creatures! better had it been for them, if the 
Countrey had brought forth Bryers and Thorns ii 
ftead of Gold, Silver, and precinus Stones; for thi 
hath been the occaſion of ruining all their oth: 
Comforts in this World: this hath invited the 
cruelavaritiousEnemies among them,underwhal 
ſervitude they groan, and die without Merc) 
and thouſands of them have choſen death rathi 
than life, on the terms they enjoyed it. A. 
why might not your lot have fallen there 
well as where it 15? Are not they made of t 
ſame clay, and endowed with as good a natu 
as your ſelves? O what a diſtinction hath Di 
4 ; | * 


G The Pyltery of P2ovidence. 
"Wine Mercy made, where Nature made none! 
105 onſider, ungrateful Man, thou mighteſt have 
Allen into ſome of thoſe Regions, where a taint- 
I air frequently cloyes the jaws of Death, where 
he Inhabicatits'differ very little from the Beaſts 
Wn the manner of their living: but God hath 
provided for thee, and given the pooreſt among 
s far better Accommodations of Life, than the 
eateſt among them are ordinarily provided 
ith. O what hath Providence done for you? 
Zut all chat I have ſaid is very inconfiderable, 
f compariſon with the ſpiritual Mercies, and Ad- 
antages you here enjoy for your Souls. Oh, 
his is 50 an 8 caſt of Providence 
by you, e s you to a thankful Acknow- 
tedgment of it, To Al. Ererniry. For let us here 
ake but à few ende the caſe before us, 
ind the glory of Providence will ſhine like 4 Sun- 
a ml in your Faces. ooo 
i.) Suppoſe it had been your Lot to have fal- 
en in any of thoſe vaſt Coptivents poſſeſſed by 
ent and Heat bent at this diy, who bow down 
Wo the Stock of a Tree, ant! worſhip the Hoſt 
I Heaven: This is the caſe of Millions, and 


SI 


: 
* 
* 
— 


ore than the Half of Afia, and almoſt 
df Americas. * r eee 
Oh how deplorable had thy caſe been, if a 
Pagan Idolatreſi had brought thee forth, and Ido- 
try had been ſuck'd in with thy Mother's milk! 
$20 in all probability, thou hadſt been at this 


D 2 are 


illions of Millions: fot Pas 1dolater: (45 chat, 

earching Scholar Mr. Brierwood informs us) do Brier, 

ve only filt the circumference of nige Föndred woods 

iles in Ewrepe, but almoft the one half of Aft ies, hip. 13. 
K. whole p. 118, 


irg. 


ay worſhipping Devils, and poſting with full 
peed in the direct road to Damnarion ; for theſe” 


39 


Win would think, t 
cles and fggers, than arguments or ſober anſwers. i 
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are the people of God's wrath, Jer. 10. 25. Pour 
out thy fury upon the Heathen that know thee not, and 
upon the families that call not upon i name. How 
dreadful is that imprecation againſt them? Pſalm 
97. 7. Which takes hold of them and all that's 
theirs, Confounded be all they that ſerve graven Ima· 
ges, that boaſt themſelves of Idols. 1155 
(2.) Or ſuppoſe your Lot had fallen among 
Mahometans, who next to Pagans ſpread over the 
greateſt tract of the Earth: For though Arabia 
bred that unclean Bird, yet it was not that Cage, 
that could long contain him; for, not only the 
Arabians, but the Perſians, Turks and Tartars, do 
all bow down their backs under that grand Im- 
poſtor. This poiſon hath diſperſed it ſelf through 
the veins of Aſia, over a great part. of Africk, e- 
ven the Circumference of ſeven thouſand miles, 
and ſtops not there, but hath, tainted a confidera- 
ble 4 AN n 8 F 
Had your Lot fallen here, O what, unhappy 
Men and Women (a been, Ra 
ing the natural amenity and pleaſantneſs of your 
native ſoil? You had then adored a grand Im- 
poſtor, and died in a Fool's Paradiſe, Inſtead of 
God's'lively Oracles, you had been; (as they now 
are) deceived to your eternal ruin with ſuch 
fond, mad 1 7 wild dreams, as whoſo conſiders 
he Authors had more need of mana” WW 


- 
" 
* 


83.) Or if neither of theſe had been your Lot, 


the. moſt” part over-run. by 9 9 7 and 
n 
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Jreaſt ? For this people are to be the ſubjects of 
he Vials of God's wrath to be poured out ſuc- 
flively upon them, as you may read, Rev. 16. 
End che Scriptures in round and plain Language 
Fell, what their fate muſt be, 2 The. 2. 11, 12. 
Ind for thu cauſe God ſhall ſend them ftrong deluſion, 


amned who believed not the truth, but bad pleaſure 
n unrighteouſneſs. 

Nay, you might have fallen into the ſame 
Landin which your habitation now is, and yet 
ave had no advantage by it as to ſalvations, if he 
hat choſe the bounds of your habitations, had 
ot alſo graciouſly determined the times for you, 
I 17. 26. For, 

(4.) Suppoſe your Lot had fallen where it is 
luring the Pagan State of England, who for many 
undred years were groſs and vile Idolaters, 
hick darkneſs over-ſpread the people of this 


d. orſhiped, and his lying Oracles zealouſly at- 
ur ended upon. 

7- The ſhaking of the top of Fupirer's Oak in 
Dodona, the Caldron ſmitten with the rod in the 
and of Jupiters Image, the Lawrel and Fountain 
n Daphne : theſe were the Ordinances on which 


ped, and whoſe memorials are not to this da 
Juite obliterated among us. att | 
(5.) Or ſuppoſe our Lot had fallen in thoſe 
ater miſerable days, in which Queen Mary ſent 
o many hundreds to Heaven in a fiery Chariot, 
and the poot Proteſtants skulked up and down in 
MALT, 8 holes 


hat they ſhall believe a lye, that they all might be 


land, and as in other Countreys, the Devil was 


41 


he poor deluded Wretches waited. So in this vide Fe- 
Nation they worſhipped Idols alſo: the Sun and „an's 
Moon were adored for Gods, with many other Bliitiſn 


abominable Idols which our Anceſtors worſhip- 3 
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boles and woods, to preſerve them from Popiſt 
Inquiſuors, who like. Blood: hounds, hunted upſſſal 
and down through allthe Cities, Towns and Vil. 
lages of the Nation, to ſeek out the poor ſheeyWbe- 

of Chriſt for a prey. 9 
Bur ſuch hath the ſpecial care of Providence 
towards us been, that our turn to be brought up 
on the ſtage of this World was graciouſly reſerv Mc 
for better days: ſo that if we had our own op 
tioh, we could not have choſen; for our ſelves, ail: 
Providence hath. We are not only furniſh 
with the beſt room in this great houſe; but be 
fore we were put into it, it was ſwept with the 
beſom of National Reformation, from Idolatr;Maar 
yea, and waſhed by the blood of . Martyrs fronfWpe 
Popiſh filthineſs; and adorn'd with Goſpel: 
lights, ſhining in as great luſtre in our days, Ant 
ever they did ſince the Apoſtles days. You might 
haye been born in England for many Ages, and 
not have found a Chriſtian in it: yea, and finct 
Cbriſtianiiy was here own'd, and not have met ay 
Proteſtant in it. O what an obligation hath Pre 
vidence laid you under, by ſuch a merciful per 

formance as this for you ? | 
Ou If you ſay, All thu indeed is true; but what iN 
thy to eternal ſaluation; do not multitudes. that enji 
theſe privileges, eternally periſh notwithſtanding them ant 
yea, and periſh with an aggravation of ſin and myo! 
ſery beyond other ſinners 2. oo hs, 
Solo -- *Frue, they do ſo; and it is of very fad conſid: 
ration that ir ſhould be ſo; but yet we cannd 
deny this to be a very choice and ſingular Meir 
cy, to be born in ſuch: a Land, and at ſuch Me 
time. For let us conſider what helps for ſalvatiſien 
on men here enjoy, beyond what they could en Hi 
| joy, had their Lot fall'n according to the for dig 
— westiond ſuppoſitions. 1.) Hens 


The Myſtery of Pꝛovidence. 
(i.) Here we enjoy the ordinary means of 
alvation, which elſewhere Men are denied and 
il-Wuc off from. So that if any among the Hea- 
bens be ſaved and brought to Chriſt, it muſt be 
n ſome miraculous or extraordinary way : for, 
ow ſhall they believe in him of whom they have not 
beard, and bow ſhall they bear without a Preacher? 
Rom. 10. 14. Alas! were there a deſire a- 
ned in any of their hearts after a Goſpel 
„ 4Mdiſcovery of ſalvation, (which ordinarily is not, 
or can be rationally ſuppoſed) yet poor Crea- 
tures they might travel from Sea to Sea, to hear 
She Word, and not find it: Whereas you can 
ardly miſs the opportunities of hearing the Go- 
pel: Sermons meet you frequently, ſo that you 
ſcarcely ſhun or avoid the Ordinances and 
Inſtruments of your Salvation. And is this no- 
ing? Chriſt even forces himſelf upon us, 
(2.) Here in this Age of the World, the com- 
on prejudices againſt Chriſtianity are removed, 
by the advantage it hath of a publick profeſſion 
among the people and protection by the Laws of 
the Country. Whereas, were your habitation 
among Jews, Mabometans, or Heathen Idolaters, 
you would find Chriſt and Chriſtianity the com- 
odium of the Country ; every one defying 
Wand deriding both name and thing; and ſuch 
Jour ſelves likely had been, if your birth and 
education had been among them. For you may 
dfſerve., that whatever 15 TATA o700 traditt- 
gonally delivered down from Father to Son, eve- 
ty one is fond of, and zealous in its defence, The 
Ves, Heathens and Mahometans are at this day ſo 
ati tenacious of their Errors, that with Spitting, 

Hing, and Clapping of Hands, and all other 
signs of Indignation and Aborrence they chaſe a- 
ay all others from among them. D 4 Is 


ſhonld ſpring and riſe» And truly, this is of ſpe- 


Godlineſs entails a bleſſing, ſo wickedneſs and 
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you. Sothat if Plato when he was near his death, 
could bleſs God for three things, viz. That he 
was a Man and not a Beaſt: that he was born in 
Greece; and brought up in the time of Socrates : 
much more cauſe haye you to admire Providence, 
that you are Men and not Beaſts ; that you were 
born in England, and brought up in Goſpel-days 
here. This is a Land the Lord hath eſpied for 
you; as the expreſſion is, Ezek. 20. 6. and con- 
cerning it, you have abundant cauſe to ſay, as 
in another caſe the Pſalmiſt doth, Pſal. 16. 6. The 
lines are fallen to me in pleaſant plachs, and I have 8 
goodly heritage. 

The Third Heſs of Providence, 

II. 


45 
ſelves they are ſingular Mercies, and helps to 
M ſalvation, that are denied to Millions beſides 


The next obſe ervable Performance of Providence, Providen- 
which muſt be heedfully adverted and weighed, is the tial Per- 
deſignation of the ſtock and family out of which wel"! ances 


cial conſideration, both as to our temporal and 


with re- 
ſpect to 

| the Stock 
eternal good; for whether the Families in which and Fami- 


we grew up, were great or ſmall in Irael; whe- Heut of 


ther our parents were of a higher or lower Claſs, 


feared God and wrought righteouſneſs, if they 
took any care to educate you religiouſly, and 
trained you up in the narture and admonition of the 


Lord, you are bound to reckon it among your 
chief Mercies, that you ſprung from the loins of 
ſuch parents: for from this Spring a double ſtream 
.of Mercy riſes to you. 2551 


(.) Temporal and external Mercies to your 
outward man. You @annot but know, that as 


un- 


which we 
and rank among men, pet if they were ſuch ag 
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unrighteouſneſs a curſe upon poſterity. An in. Fin 
0 
he 


ſtance of the former you have in Gen. 17. 


18. 20. 


On the contrary, you have the threatning, Zech. 


5. 4. and both together, Prov. 3. 33. The 


the Lord is in the houſe of the wicked, but he bleſſethi 


Curſe of 25 


the Habitation of the juſt. True it is, that both 


theſe imply the Childrens treading in the ſteps 
of their Parents, according to Ezek. 18. but how 


frequently is it ſeen, that wicked men breed their 
children vainly and wickedly; ſo that as it's ſaid 


of 


tion. To eſcape this Curſe, is a choice Prov 
C2.) But eſpecially take notice, what a 


Abijam, 1 Kings 15. 3. He walked in all the 
Hut of bis father, which be had done before bim ; and 
ſo the curſe is entail'd from generation to genera- 


idence. 
ſtream 


of ſpiritual Bleſſings and Mercies flows from this 
Providence to the inner man. O its no common 


© Mercy, to deſcend from pious Parents : Some of 
us do not only owe our natural life to them, as 


Inſtruments of our Beings, but our ſpiritual and 
eternal Life alſo, It was no ſmall Mercy to Ti- 
wothy, to be deſcended from ſuch Progenitors, 
2 Tim. 1. 5. nor to Augnſftine, that he had ſuch 
a Mother as Monica, who planted in his mind the 
precepts of life with her, Words, watered them 
with her Tears, and buriſhed them with her 


manifold Mercies contained in it. 
(t.) What a Mercy was it to us, to ha 
rents that prayed for us before they had 


Example. We will a little more particularly in- 
ſpect this Mercy, and in ſo doing, we ſhall find 


ve Pa- 
us, 25 


well as in our Infancy, when we could not pray 
for our ſelves? Thus did Abrabam, Gen. 1. 2. 
and Hannab, x Sam. 1.10, 11. and ſome here 


likely are the fruits and 
Prayers. This was that holy courſe the 


urns of their Parents 


v. con- 
tinued 
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inued all their days for you, carrying all your 

oncerns, eſpecially your eternal ones before 
he Lord with their own; and pouring out their 
Souls to God ſo affectionately for you, when 
heir ey e- ſtrings and heart: ſtrings were breaking. 
Oh put a value upon ſuch Mercies; for they are 
precious. It's a greater Mercy, to deſcend from 
praying Parents, than from the loyns of Nobles. 
See Job's pious r We.. 
id (2.) What a ſpecial Mercy was it to us, to have 
he che excreſcencies of corruption nipt in the bud 
nd by their pious and careful diſcipline? We now 
a- underſtand, what a critical and dangerous ſeaſon 
de. Youth is, the wonderful prochvity of that Age 
to every thing that is evil, Why elſe are they 
called Youthful Lufts ? 2 Tim. 2. 22. When Da- 
vid asketh, Wherewith ſhall a young man cleanſe bis 
way? it's plainly enough implied in the very 
Queſtion, that the way'he takeslieth through the 
pollutions of the World in his youth, Pſal. 119. 9. 
When you find a David praying, that God would 
wot remember the fins of bis youth, Pſal. 25.7. and a 
Fob bitterly complaining, that God made him 
to poſſeſs the ſins of bis youth, Job 13. 26. ſure 
you cannot but reflect, with a very thankful 
heart, upon thoſe happy means, by which the 
corruption of your nature was happily prevent- 
ed, or reſtrained in your Youth. 

(3. ] And how great a Mercy was it, that we 

i- had Parents, who carefully inſtilled the good 
s Knowledge of God into our Souls in our tender 
y BB Years? How careful was Abraham of this Duty? 
2. Sen. 18. 19. And David, 1 Chron. 28.9. We have 
e | ſome of us had Parents, who might ſay to us, as 
's the Apoſtle, Gal. 4. 19.* My little Children, of whom 
. 1irave! again in Birth till Chriſt be formed in 5 


in. 
20. 
ch, 
1 
eth 
th 
Ps 


= 
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us in Cbriſt, and within the bleſſed Bond of his Mer 


ſet ſpecial Remarks upon this Providence, which 
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As they longed for us before they had us, ande 
rejoyced in us when they had us; ſo they could Hie 
not endure to think, that when they could have en 
us no more, the Devil ſhould. As they thought 
no Pains, Care or Coſt too much for our Bodies ( 
to feed them, cloath and heal them; ſo did they t 


think no Prayers, nſels or Tears, too much 
for our Souls, that they might be ſaved. They 
knew a parting Time would come betwixt them e 
and us, and did ſtrive to make it as eaſie and e 
comfortable to them as they could, by leaving 


Covenant. | 
They were not glad that we had Health, and 
indifferent whether we had Grace. 

They as ſenſibly felt the Miſeries of our Souls 
as of our Bodies; and nothing was more deſira- 
ble to them, than that they might ſay in the 
great Day, Lord, here am I, and the Children 
which thou haſt given me. | 

(4. And was it not a ſpecial Favour to us, to 
have Parents that went before us as Patterns of 
Holineſs, and beat the Path to Heaven for us by 
their Examples? Who could ſay to us, as Phil. 
4. 9. What things ye have heard and ſeen in me, that 
do; and as 1 Cor. 11. 1. Be ye followers of us, as 
we are of Chriſt. The Parent's Life is the Child's 
Copy. O 'tis no common Mercy, to have a fair 
Copy ſer before us, eſpecially in the moulding 
age: We ſaw what they did, as well as heard 
what they ſaid. It was Abraham's Commenda- 
tion, that he commanded his Children, and his 
Houſhold after him, to keep the way of the Lord. 
And ſuch Mercies ſome of us have had alſo. 

Ah my Friends, let in beg you, that you will 


ſo 
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1nd Mo graciouſly wrought for you: And that your 
uld Hearts may be more throughly warmed in the 


enſe of it, compare your Condition with o- 
ers, and ſeriouſly bethink your ſelves, 

( 13 How many Children there be among us, 
at are drawn headlong to Hell by their cruel 
nd ungodly Parents, who teach them to curſe 
nd ſwear aſſoon as they can ſpeak? Many Fami- 


Ave 


ey 
Ich 


ey x. > . 

em ies there are, wherein little other Language is 
nd (card, but what is the Dialect of Hell. Theſe, 
ng ke the old Logs and ſmall Spray, are preparing 


or the Fire of Hell, where they muſt burn toge- 
her. Of ſuch Children, chan Scripture, P/alm 
9. 19. will one day be verified, except they re- 
dent, T hey ſhall go to the Gene ration of their Fathers, 
here they ſhall not ſee Light. WW; 

. (2) And how many Families are there, though 
je {Wot fo prophane, who yet breed up their Chil- 
n Iren, vainly and ſenſually, as Job 21. 11, Cc. 
ake no care what becomes of their Souls, fo they 
an but provide for their Bodies? If they can but 
each them to carry their Bodies, no matter if 
he Devil act their Souls: If they can but leave 
hem Lands or Moneys, they think they have 
ery fully diſcharged their Duties. O what will 
he Language be, wherewith ſuch Parents and 


Scat, and in Hell for ever? 1 


: (30 And how many be there, who are more 
Ver, and yet hate the leaſt appearances of Godli- 
Fels in their Children? Who inſtead of cheriſhing, 
Vo all that they can to break bruiſed Reeds, and 
 {Muench ſmoaking Flax, to ſtifle and ſtrangle the 


rſt appearances and offers they make towards 
hriſt? Who had rather accompany them to 
ir Graves, than to Chriſt, doing all * in 

| | them 


hildren ſhall greet each other at the Judgment, | 
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Object. 


ol. 
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them lies, Herod like, to kill Chri# in the Cradle 
Ah Sirs, ye little know, what a Mercy ye do ot 
have enjoyed in Godly Parents, and whata good 
Lot Providence caſt for you in this Concern. 


ment of your Bodies and Souls. | 
If any ſhall ſay, This was not their Caſe, they hai 
little bely Hea ven- ward fram their Parents: To ſuch 
I ſhall only reply three things. 
(..) If you had little furtherance, yet on it 
as a. ſpecial Providence, that you had no binde. 
rance; or, if you had Oppoſition, yet, 
(2. ) Admire the Grace of God, in plucking you 
out by a wonderful diſtinguiſhing Hand of Mercy 
from among them, and keeping alive the Ianguiſh- 
ing ſparks of Grace amidft the floods of oppoſition, 
(3.) And learn from hence, if God give you 
4 Poſterity of your own, to be ſo much the more 
ftri-and careful of Relational Duties, by how 
much you have ſenſibly felt the want of it ih your 
e 
But ſeeing ſuch a Train of Bleſſings, both as to 
this Life, and that to come, follow upon an holy 


Education of Children; I will not diſmiſs the 


Point, till I have diſcharged my Duty, in ex. 
horting Parents and Children to their Duties. 
And firſt for you that are Parents, or to whom 


the Education of Children is committed, I be- 


ſeech you mind how concerning a Duty lies on 
you: And that Imay effectually preſs it, confider, 

(1.) How near the Relation is betwixt you 
and your Children, and therefore how much you 
are concerned in their Happineſs or Miſery. Con- 
fider but the Scripture account of the dearneſs of 
fuch Relations, expreſſed, (1.) By longings for 


them, as Gen. 15. 2. Gen. 30. 1. And, (2.) By 


ſſes 


it, 


our Joy when we have them, as "Chriſt expre 
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it, Joby 16.21. (3.) The highvalueſeton them, 
Gen. 42. 38. (4.) The ſympathy with them in all 
their troubles, Mark 9. 22. And, (5.) By our 
Sorrow at parting, Gen. 37. 35. / Now ſhall all 
this be to no purpoſe ? For to what. purpoſe do 
we deſire them before we have them, rejoyce in 
them when we have them, value them ſo highly, 
ſympathize with them ſo tenderly, grieve for 
their Death ſo exceſſively; if in the mean time 
no Care be taken what ſhall become of them to 
Eternity 2 . | — 
2.) How God hath charged you with their 
Souls, as well as Bodies: And this appears by two 


ſorts, of Precepts. (I.) Precepts directly laid up- 


on you, Deut. 6. 6, 7. and Epb. 6. 4. (2.) By Pre- 
cepts laid on them to obey you, Eph. 6. 1. which 
plainly implies your Duty, as well as expreſſes 


theirs. _. | 


63.) What ſhallcomfort you It the parting time, 
if they die through your neglect in a Chriſtl 
Condition? Oh this is the cutting Conſideration, 
My Child is in Hell, and I did nothing to prevent 
it; I helped him thither. Duty diſcharged, is 
the only root of Comfort in that Day. .. *« 
(4. If you neglect to inſtruct them in the 
way of Holineſs, will the Devil neglect to inſtruct 
them in the way of Wickedneſs* No, no, if you 
will not teach them to Pray, he will to Curſe, 
Swear and Lye, If ground be uncultivated, weeds 
will ſpring. - 19112 Jo 
F.) If the Seaſon of their Youth be negle&- 
ed, how little probability is there of any good 
Fruit afterwards ? That is the Moulding = 
Prov. 22. 6. How few are converted in Old Age 
A twig is brought to any form, but grown Limbs 
will not bow. | J epi ee 
*. (6. ) You 


thing will it be, to ſee your dear Children at 


..) Your diſobedience to them is a reſiſting 


| your Parents in the Lord: There's the Command: 
Your Rebellion there ore runs higher than you, 


Vibine Conduct: Or, 
(.) Yau are inſtrumental Cauſes of all theit her 
ſpiritual Miſery ; and that, (r.) By Generation, We 


(z.) Imitation : They lie ſpiritually dead of the 


Plague which you brought home among them, ( 
Pſalm 51. 5. Behold, I was ſhapen in Iniquity, and 
in Sin did my Mother conceive (or warm) me. Wea 
(7.) There's none in the World ſo likely à d 
vou, to be Inſtruments of their eternal good, 
Lou have peculiar Advantages that none other l 
hath; as, (1.) The intereſt you have in their Wi 
Affections. (2.) Your opportunities to inſtil 
the Knowledge of Chriſt into them, being daily 
with them, Dent. 6. 7. (3.) Your Knowledge 
of their Tempers: If therefore you neglect, who 
ſhall help them?: . 
8.) The Conſideration of the great Day, 
ſhould move your Bowels of Pity for them. O 
remember that Text, Rev. 20. 12, &c. I ſaw the 
dead ſmall and gre#t ſtand before God. What a ſad 


Chriſt's left Hand? O Friends, do your utmoſt 
to prevent this Miſery. Knowing the Terrors of the 
Lord, we perſwade Alen. 
2. And you Children, eſpecially you that ſprang 
from religious Parents, I beſeech you, obey their 
ſels ; and tread in the ſteps of their pious 
xamples. To preſs this, I offer theſe Conſide- 
rations: . 1 | 


of God's Authority, Epheſ. 6. 1. Children, obey 


think. It is not Man, but God that you difobey ; - 
and for your diſobedience God will puniſh you. 7 
It may be, their tenderneſs will not ſuffer them, 


or you are grown beyond their Correction: nn 
yoo, WW | | | 0 y 


WAH & \ 
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eir ey can do, is to complain to God; and if ſo, 
4 e will handle you more ſeverely than they could 


(2. ) Your Sin is greater than the Sin of young 
Jeathens and Infidel:; and ſo will your Account 
> alſo.” O better (if a wicked Child) that thou 

2; Wadſt been the off-ſpring of Salvage Indians, nay, 
d. f Beaſts, than of ſuch Parents. So many Coun- 
er Wis diſobeyed, Hopes and Prayers fruſtrated, 
ic {Will turn to fad Aggravations. 5 
(3. Its uſual with God, to retaliate Mens 
iſobedience to their Parents in kind: Common- 
our own Children ſhall pay us home for it. I 
ave read in- a grave Author, of a wicked Wretch 
it drag'd his Father along the Houſe : The Fa- 


„ Wer beg'd him, not to draw him beyond ſuch a 
O Pace, for, ſaid he, 1 drag'd my Father no far- 
be her. O the ſad, but juſt Retributions of God 

d And for you, in whoſe Hearts Grace hath been 


lanted, by the Bleſſing of Education, I beſeech 
ou to admire God's Goodneſs to you in this Pro- 
dence,” Oh what an happy Lot hath God caſt 
or you ! How few Children are Partakers of 
our Mercies? © | 
See that you honour ſuch Parents; the tie is 
ouble upon you ſo todo. Be you the. Joy of 
heir Hearts, and Comfort of their Lives, if li- 
ing: If not, yet ſtill remember the Mercy while 
«live, and tread in their pious Paths; that you 
nd they may both rejoice together in the great 
Day, and bleſs God for each other to all Eternity. 
be Fourth Performance of Providence. 4 
Bags 17.3070 1 AB V%/ 17 Faoviden- 
The next remarkable Performance of Providence for tial Fer- 
be People of God, in which I will inſtance, ſhall be with femmes: 
pelt to its ordering the Occaſions, Inſtruments and Cynver 
ans of their Converſion. E In to Gal 


" 7» wy. —_ «« + 07 


. Divine Codiyet'2 or, 
In nothing doth Providence ſhine forth moni: 

——— in this World; than it doth in this Pell. 

ormance for the People of God. How curioul 

ſoever its hand had molded your Bodies, ho 
tenderly ſoever it had preſerved them, and hoe 
bountifully ſoever it bad provided for them; 
it had not alſo order'd ſome means or other f. 
your Converſion, all the former Favours and By 
nefits it had done — 7 had ſignified Littl 
This, O this is the excellent Benefit you 
ver received from its hand. You are more be 
holden to it for this than for all your other Me 
dies. And in opening this Performance of Provi 
dence, I cannot but think your Hearts muſt 
deeply affected. This is a Subject which eve 
gracious Heart loves to ſteep its Thoughts i 
It's certainly the ſweeteſt Hiſtory that ever the 
repeated: They love to think and talk of it. TMN 
Places where, - and by Whom thi 
Work was wrought, are exceedingly endeared ii 
them for the Works ſake: Yea, endeared tot 
Degree, that for many Years after. their Hear 
have melted, when they have but paſſed accaſi 
nally by thoſe Places, or but ſeen the Faces « 
thoſe Perſons, that were uſed: as Inſtruments Wc 
| the Hand of Providence for their good. As ff} , 
* Gen, doubt but * Facob's Beth-el was ever after thi 
48. 3. Night feet to his Thoughts: 8 Sain... 

have had their Bethels as well as he. O bleilelh 
Places, Times and Inſtruments! O the deep, 
ſweet Impreſſions, never to be razed out of Ru 
Memory or Heart, that this Providence had 
made upon thoſe on whom it wrought this blen 

+ + ſed Effect at Years of Diſcretion, and in a mon 


Rwy, ͤ ͤ EDA. 
ET But leſt any poor Soul ſhould be diſcourage Ve. 
ku ni | r | 
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onder the Diſplay of this Providence, becauſe he 
Palannot remember the Time, Place, Inſtruments 
uad Manner wherein, and by which Converſion- 


0 rork was wrought; I will therefore premiſe this 
Wleceſſary Diſtinction, to prevent injury to ſome, 
; Wyhilft I defign Benefit to others. | EE 
1 Converſion, às to the Subjects of it, may be 
Monſidered two ways; either as it is more ſenſibly 
Wrought in Perſons vf riper Years, who in their 
Wourchfal Days were more profane and vile; or 
de pon Perſons in their tender Years, into whoſe 
WHcarts Grace was more inſenfibly and undiſcern- 
bly inftila by God's Bleflings upon pious Edu- 
don. In the former fort, the diſtinct Acts of 
dende Spirit, as illuminating, convincing, bumbling, 
Sawing them to Chiſt, and ſealing them, are 095 
rident and diſcernable : In the latter, more ob- 
cure and confuſed $ they can remember, that 
od gave them an Eſteem and Liking of godly 
perſons, Care of Duty, and Conſcience of Sin; 
hat as to the Time, Place, Inſtruments and Man- 
Wer of the Work, they can Fe lender Ac- 
Aſi pune of them : However, if the Work be ſaving- 
5 Wy wrought in them, there is no Reaſon they 
s Would be troubled, becauſe the Circumſtances of 
At are not fo evident to them as they are to others. 
„ the Subſtance and Reality of the Work ap- 
er, and there is no Reaſon to afflict your ſelves, 
Hedecauſe of the Inevidence of ſuch Circumſtances. 
But yet where the Circumſtances as well as 
Wibſtance. are clear to a Man: When we can 
banal to retnembrancè the Time when, the Place 
lowhere, the Inſtrument by whom, that Work was 
nonrrougnt, it muſt needs be excee Ing reer And 
ey cannot but yield a freſh Delight to the Soul 
. Very time they are _— —_ = 
| 2 


There 


\ 
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ded 2 King, 5. I, 2, 3, 4 That the Syrians in 


feeming to have no other Deſign, but his own 


Divine Conduct: Or, 
There are many of the following Occaſions, 
which it may be, we took for Straglers when they Re 
firſt befel us: But they proved Scouts ſent out 
from the main Body of Providence, which they 
make way for. 7 | | 
Now there be divers Things in thoſe Provi. 
dences, that are verſant about this Work, which fin 
are exceeding fweet and taking ; as namely, 
1. The wonderful Strangene/s and Unaccoun- 
tableneſs of this Work of Providence, in caſtingWhis 
us into the way, and ordering the Occaſions, 
ea, theminuteſt Circumſtances about this Work, 
Thus you find in Acts 8. 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, Gem 
The Eunuch at that very inſtant when he wall 
reading the Prophet Iſaiab, hath an Interpreter ot 
one among a Thouſand, that joins his Charia, Iſ 
juſt as his Mind was by a fit Occaſion preparedſWon 
2 1 the firſt Light of the Knowledge 0 
Cbriſt. | | 
And how ſtrange was that Change (how far 
ſoever it went) upon Naaman the Syrian? recor- 


their Incurſion ſhould bring away this Girl, (like. 
ly her Beauty was the Inducement) and ſhe mult 
be preſented to Naaman's Wife, and relate to her 
the Power of God that accompanied the Propbet; Ne: 
though you find in that particular Caſe there hal 
never been an Inſtance given before, Luke 4. 27: 
Doubtleſs, the whole of this Affair was guided 
by the ſignal Direction of Providence. 
So for the Converſion of the Samaritans, it 
obſerved Fobn 4. 4. Chriſt muſt needs go that 
way, (i. e.). it lay juſt in the Road betwixt Jude 
| nd Galilee, and at the ſixth Hour (i. e.) high 
oon, he refts himſelf upon Jacobs Well, ftill 


Re- 


The Myſtery of P2ovidence. 
Refreſhment, by ſitting and drinking there: But 
O what a Train of bleſſed Providences follow 
this, which ſeemed but an accidental thing ! firſt 
the Woman of Samaria, and then many more in 
chat City are brought to believe in Chriſt, as you 
find Mar 29 and 41. 2x 


UN» 
ingſſWſhis younger Years ; but in order to his Conver- Thesl. 
"ns, Won to God, firſt, a wonderful Preſervation of part 2. 
ork.Whis Life, in a publick Tumult at Lyons in France p. 194. 


nuſt make way, which forces from him the Ac- 
knowledgment of a Deity. Then his Father ſends 


ter Wor him home, and with much Gentleneſs per- 
ia ſwades him to read the Scriptures ; he lights up- 
redon the firſ# of Jobn, and with it he ſenſibly feels 


his Soul, which brought him over by a compleat 
onverfion to Jeſus Chriſt. Thus, as the Wo- 


-or-Wnan of Tekoa told David, doth God deviſe Means to 
in ing back bis baniſhed. | | | 
ke \Lawater tells us, that many Spaniſh Souldiers, 
null going into the Wars of Germany, were there Con- 


rerted to Chriſt, by falling into the Cities and 
unt, where Godly Miniſters and Chriſtians 
ere. | 
Mr. Robert Bolton, though an excellent Scholar, 
yet in his younger Years he was a very irreligious 
Perſon, and a Jeerer of Holy Men; but being caſt 
nto the Company of Godly Mr. Peacock, was by 
im brought ro Repentance, and proved a famous 
Inſtrument in the Church of Chriſt. - 


ath been uſed as an occafio 
his was the Caſe of a Miniſt 


a Divine Supernatural Majeſty and Power ſeizing 
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It is noted by Melchior OI in the Life of Melch. 
mi, how very an Atheiſt he was grown in Gams 


AsScrap of Paper accidentally coming to view, & Fir. 
of Converſion. * wh 
| of ' Wales, Who ſtian, 2 
d two Livings, but took little care of either. 119. 
f 23 He 


| He being at a Fair bought ſomething at a PedlariWu 
Standing, and rent off a Leaf of Mi Perkins's CalWpr: 
techiſm to wrap it in, and reading 32 Line or tu im 
in it, God ſet it home, ſo as it did the Work. 
The Marriage of a Godly Man into a carnal 
Family, hath been order'd by Providence, for thi 
... Converſion and Salvation of many therein. Thuhe: 
we read, in the Life of that Renowned Engliliab 
Worthy Mr. Jobn Bruen, that in his ſecond Mat 
it was agreed, that he ſhould have one Years Dit 
et in his Mother-in-laws Houſe : During his 
bode there that Year (ſaith Mr. Clerk) the LorfWht 
was pleaſed by his means graciouſly to work upſſche 
on her Sgui, as alſo upon his Wife's Siſter, an{Wco 
half Siſter, their Brothers Mr. # illiam and Thiel 
mas Fox, with one or two of the Servants in tha ha 
Fami ly. K o 
The Reading cf a good Book, hath been th 
Means of bringing others to Chriſt. And thulſſh 
we find many of the German Divines converted Tt 
by reading Luther's Books; Yea, and what 5 
Sleyden's more ſtrange, Mr. Seyden in his Commenta 


Com- tells us, that Vergerius, though he were preſent v 
went, 7. Eye and Ear: witneſs to that doleful Caſe of Spina 
which one would think ſhould move a Stone, ye 


ft 


476. 


till continu'd ſo firm to the Pope's Intereſt, that 
when he fell intoſome Suſpicion a the Ca 
dinals, he reſolved to purge himſelf, by writing 

a Book againſt the German Apoſtates: But whill 

he read the Proteſſant Books, out of no other Dei de 

ſign but te confute them;3 whylſt he is weighing 

the Arguments, is himſelf eonvince'd and brought... 
do Crit. He finding: himſelf thus overcome b E 
_ 40 r Brother .Z 
a azealous fapiet Ile: This Brother deplores che 
miſery af his Caſe, and ſeeks to teclaim * | 

* -, » hr ens 1 
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lar but Vergerius entreating him to weigh well the 
proteſtam Arguments, he alſo yields; and ſo both 
immelliately betook themſelves to preach Juſtifi- 
ation by the Free Grace of God through the 
Blood of Chriſt. 

Yea, not only the reading of à Book, or 
aring a Miniſter, bat (which is moſt remark- 
able che very Miſtake or Forgetfulneſs of a Mi- 
iter; -hath been improv'd by Providence for this 


rad and Purpoſe. * ee once Preaching to his 


d, and 
0, eſide his firſt Ieeuen: y which os 
courſe he converted one Firmus his Auditor; 
0% fell dow at his E t weeping, and bone ing be he 
had ke Manichee many Years. Another I 
new, who going to Preach, took up another 
| Bible that: tha he 'deſigi'd, in which, not only 
ing his Notes, but the Chaprer alſo in which his 
7 5 lay, was put to ſome loſs thereby: But er 
2 ſhort Pauſe, he reſolved to ſpeak to any o 
. ure that might be preſented to him, far 
ingly read that Text, 2 Per: 3.9 9. The Lord is 
7 1 er hs Promiſe, &c. And thou 
1 hing "g prepar'd ; ; yet the Lord helpd 
un to 1 methodically and  pertinently 
from it: By nich Diſcourſe, a gracious Change 
was wrougtit upon one in the Congregation,who 
bath ſince giyen good Evidence of a ſound Con- 
verſion,” and acknowledg'd this Sermon to be the 
firſt and only Means thereof. 
"The accompanying of others in a neighboutt 


many of the Zews accompanied A 
15 5 1 


tend chere They met Chtift, ſaw thie 
E 4 | A 


AY — 5 — hath been over-rul'd to the fame ef 5 
efigning only to manifeſt their civil © 
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Poſſidoni- 
us in vita 


ongregation, forgot the pon en e N 
Ca 


"93 Divine Conduct: Or, 
Things which he did, and believed on him 
| John II. 47. 1 bee. 

Mr. Firmin, in his Real Chriſtian, Page 97, 98, 
tells us of one who had liv'd many Years in: 
Town where Chriſt had been as clearly and x 
long preach'd-as in any Town in England., Thi 
Man when he was about ſeventy fix Years of Age, 
went to. viſit a ſick Neighbour. © A, Chriſtian 
Friend of mine (faith mine Author) came to 
ce ſee him alſo, and finding this Old Man there; 
A whom he judged to be one that liv'd. upon hi 

on Stock, Civility, good Works, 8 

4 purpoſely fell into that Diſcourſe, to ſhey 

how many Perſons lived upon their Duties, bu 
never came to Chriſt. The Old Man, ſitting 

* by the Bed ſide, heard him; and God ws 
pleaſed to convince him that he Was ſuch 
_ © Perſon, who had lived upon hiniſelf without 
t Chriſt to that Day; and would ſay after ward 
gad I died before threeſcore and ſixteen, 1 had 
& periſh'd, for I knew. not Chriſt. 
 & The committing of a Godly Man to Priſon, 


Soul of, a poor Keeper, So Paul, Aﬀs 16. 27. 
Was made a Priſozer, to make his Keeper a ſpiri- 
tual Free-man, The like Succeſs had Dr. Barns in 
Queen Marys Days, who afterwards celebrated 
the Lord's Supper in Priſon, with his converted 
Keeper. x $ 4 * 1 | 
The Scattering of Miniſters and Chriſtians by 
Perſecution from Cities and Towns, into the igno- 
rant and” baxbarous Parts of the Country, hath 
been the way of Providence, to find out and bring 
home ſome loſt Sheep that were found there, to 
Jeſus Chriſt, 4: 8. x, 4. The like ſignal Event 
hoch ſince follow'd upòn the like (caring of 
N ” (834 -» f SS . — "ON . «* = . ly 
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Hath been the Method of Providence, to ſave the 


The Myſtery of Providence. 
Godly Mini tert, whereof are many pregnant 
Inſtances at this Day. p. | an 
A Servant running away from his Maſter, (like- 
y upon no other Deſign but to live an idle Life) 
et falling into ſuch Places and Companies as 
rovidence order d (in a Deſign to himunknown) 


bye! thereby been brought to be the Servant of 
r 


iſt. This was the very Caſe of Oneſimus, who 
run away from his Maſter Philemon to Rome; 


Mwhere by a ſtrange Providence (poſſibly a meer 


Curioſity to ſee the Priſoners) he there falls into 
Paul's Hands, who begat him to Chriſt in his 
Bonds, Philemon, ver. 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15; 16- 
Going to hear a Sermon in Jeſt, hath prov'd 
ſome Mens Converſion in earneſt. The above- 
named Mr. Firmin, in the fore-cited Book, tells 
us of a notorious Drunkard, whom the Drunkards 
call'd Father, that one Day would needs go to 
hear what ilſon ſaid, out of no other Deſign, 
it ſeems, but to ſcoff at that Holy Man: But in 


the Prayer before Sermon, his Heart began to 
| thaw ; and when he read his Text, which was 


John F. 14. Sin no mare, leſt a worſe thing come unto 
thee :- He could not contain; and in that Sermon 
the Lord changed his Heart, though ſo bitter an 
Enemy, that the Miniſter, on Le&ure-days, was 
afraid to go to Church before his Shop-door. Lo 
theſe are Parts of bis Ways, but bow {mall a Portion is 
known of bim? _.. 5 "Al 

The dropping of ſome grave and weighty 
Word accidenrally, in the preſence of vain car- 
mal Perſons, the Death of an Husband, Wife, or 
Child, a Fit of Sickneſs, with a thouſand other 


ſuch like Occaſions, have been thus improved by 


Providence to the Converſion of Souls. 5 


And no leſs remarkable and wonderful are the 
8 a * N ; De- 


W 4 


9 
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Deſigns of Providence, in ordering the Remove; 


and governing the Motions of Miniſters, from 
Place to Place, in order unto the Converſion of 
Souls, Thus oftenrimes it carries them to Places 
where they intended not to go; God having (un. 
ktiown to them) Tome ele Veſſels there, who 
tabft be called by the Goſpel. 
Thus Paul and Timothy, (a ſweet and lovely 
Pair) when they were Travelling through Phu. 
bia and Galatia, were forbid to-Preach the Word 
'Afz, to which probably their Minds inclined 
A 16.6. And when they eſſayed to go, into 
Pythinia, the Spirit ſuffer'd them not, Verſe 7, 
But à Man of Alaredonia (i. e.) an Angel in the 
Shape or Habit of a Man of that County Appear: 
ed to Paul in a Viſion, and prayed him, ſaying 
Core over into Macedonia, and belp us, ver, 9, and 
there did God open the Heart of Lydia. 
A knew a pious Miniſter now with God, who 
row. in his Study upon a very rouzing Subject, 
intended for his own Congregation, was ftrong- 
ly moved, when he had finiſhed it, to go co 1 
rade, vile, prophane People, about five: Miles 
6ff; and firft preach it to them; after many Wreft- 
lings with himſelf, not being willing to quench 
any Motion that might be fappos'd to come from 
the Spirit of God, he obeyed, and went ro'this 
People, who had then no Minifter of their own, 
and few durſt come among them. And there 
did the Lord, beyond all Expectation, open 
Door, and ſeveral 'prophane ones received Crip 
in that Place, and engaged this anf to! 
We+kly Lecture among them, in which. were 
The Lame hély Man, at another dine, being 
upon 4 Journey, paſſed by à Company of vain 
8 Perſons, 


bl 


22er een rere es SES. 


The Wyftery of P2ovidence. 
Perſons, who were wreſtling opon a Green near 
he Road: And juſt as he came againſt the Place, 
one of them had thrown his Antaginiſt, and ſtood 
Triumphing in his Strength and Activity. This 
good Man rode up to them, and turning his 
Speech to this Perſon, told him, Friend, I ſee 
you are a ſtrong Man; but yet let not the ſtrong 
Man glory in his Strength: You muſt know that 
you are not to wreſtle with Fleſh and Blood, but 
with Principalities and Powers, and Spiritual 


ſhould at laſt trip up the Heels of your Hope, and 
give you an eternal Overthrow ? And after about 
2 quarter of an Hours ſerious Diſcourſe upon this 
Subject, he left them, and went on his Journey; 
but this Diſcourſe made ſuch an Impreſſion, that 
the Perſon had no Reſt, till he open'd his trou- 
ble to a godly Miniſter, who wiſel following 
the Work upon his Soul, ſaw at laſt the bleſſed 
Ifſue thereof in the gracious Change of the Per- 
ſon, whereof he afterwards gave the Miniſter a 
joyful Account. O how unſearchable are the 
Methods of Providence in this Matter ?  - 
Nay, what is yet more wonderful, the Provi- 
dence of God hath ſometimes ordered the very 
Malice of Satan, and Wickedneſs of Men, as an 
Occaſion of eternal Good to their Souls. A very 
memorable Example whereof, I ſhall here give 
the Reader, faichfully relating what not many 
Years paſt fell out in my own Obſervation in this 
place, to the Aſtoniſhment of many Spectators. 
In the Year 1673. there came in this Port a 
Ship of Poole, in her Return from Virginia; in 
which Ship was one of that place, a luſty young 
man of twenty three years of age, who was Chi- 
ryrgeox in the Ship. This Perſon in the Voyage 
32 | | e 


. | | 


Wickedneſſes: How fad will it be, that Satan 
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Fell. into a deep Melancholy, which the Devi 
greatly improv d to ſerve his on Deſign for th 
Ruin of this poor Man; however it pleaſed th 
Lord to reſtrain him from any Attempts upon hij 


own, Life, until he arrived here. But ſhortly 
after his Arrival, upon the Lord's Day early in 
the Morning (being in Bed with his Brother) he 
took à Knife prepar'd for that purpoſe, and cut 
his own Throat, and withal leap'd out of che 
Bed; and though the Wound was deep and large, 
yet thinking it might not ſoon enough diſpatch 
his wretched Life, deſperately thruſt it into his 
Stomach, and ſolay wallowing in his own Blood, 
till his Brother awaking made a cry for Help: 
Hereupan a Phyſician and a Chirurgeon coming in, 
found the Wound in his Throat mortal; and all 
they could do at preſent was only to ſtitch it, and 
apply a Plaiſter, with deſign rather to enable 
him to ſpeak for a little while than with any Ex- 
pectation of Cure; for before that, he breathed 
** the Wound, and his Voice was inarticu- 
In this Condition I found him that Morning, 
and apprehending him to be within a few Mi- 
nutes of Eternity, I laboured to work upon his 
Heart the ſenſe of his Condition, telling him, I 
had but little cime to do any thing for him, and 
therefore deſired him to let me know what his 
own. Apprehenſions of his preſent Condition 
were: He told me, he hoped in God for eternal 
Life; I replyed, that I fear'd his Hopes were un- 
grounded, for that the Scripture tells us, No Mur- 
derer bath eternal Life abiding in him, but this was 
Self murther, the groſſeſt of all Murthers: and 
inſiſting upon the Aggravation and Heinouſneſs 
of the Fact, I perceived his vain Confidence be- 
ot. gan 
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gan to fall, and fame meltings of Heart appear'd 
Wn bim. He then began to lament with many 
Tears his Sin and Miſery, and asked me, if there 
might gn be Hope for one that had deſtroyed 
himſelf; and ſhed his own Blood, I replied, the 
Sin indeed is great, but not unpardonable; and 
if the Lord gave him Repentance unto Life, and 
Faith to apply Jeſus Chriſt, it ſhould be certainly 
cutWpardoned to him: and finding him unacquainted 
che{wich theſe things, I open'd ro him the Nature 
ge, and Neceſſity of Faith and Repentance, which 
cn he greedily ſuckt in, and with great Vehemency 
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hs cried to God, that he would work them upon his 


od, Soul, and intreated me alſo to pray with him and 
 : for him, that it might be ſo. I pray'd with him, 
in, and the Lord thawed his Heart exceedingly in 
all W chat Duty : Loth he was to part with me; but 
nd the Duties of the Day neceſſitating me to leave 
le MW him, I briefly ſumm d up wnat was moſt neceſſa- 
X- ry in my parting Counſel to him, and took my 
ed Leave, never expecting to ſee him more in this 
u- World. But beyond my own and all Men's Ex- 
tion, he continued all that Day, and pant- 
g, ed moſt ardently after 7eſus Chriſt: No Diſcour- 
i- ſes pleaſed him but Chriſt and Faith; and in this 
is Frame I found him in the Evening. He rejoiced 
I greatly to ſee me again, and entreated me to con- 
d tinue my Diſcourſes upon theſe Subjects; and af- 
is ter all, told me, Sir, the Lord hath given me 
n KRepentance for this Sin; yea, and for every o- 
tber Sin. I ſee the Evil of Sin now, ſo as I ne- 


ver ſaw it before. O! I loath my ſelf Lam a 


Lie Creature in my on Eyes. I do alſo believe: 
S Led belp 
d WW cake Chri 
$ 
1 


upon his own Terms. One thing 


1 4. 


only troubles me, I doubt this bloody Sin . 


Unbelief. I am heartily willing to 


be pardoned. Will Jeſus Chriſt (faid he) apply 
his Blood to me, that have ſhed my own Blood! 
Itold him, Chrift ſhed his Mood even for them 
that with wicked Hands had ſhed the Blood o 
Chriſt; and that was a Sin of deeper Guilt than 
his. Well, (faith he) I will caſt my ſelf u 
Chriſt; let him do by me what he will. An 
ſo I parted with him that Night. 
Next Morning the Wounds were to be oper''d 
and then, the Opinion of the Chirwrgeons was, he 
would immediately expire. oth | 
Accordingly, at his Deſire, Icame that Morn- 
ing, and found him in a moſt ſerious Frame. [| 
prayed with him, and then the Wound in his Sto- 
per'd; but by this Time the Yentrick 


de 
en 


— 


mach was o 
it ſelf was ſwoln out of the Orifice of the Wound, 
and lay like a livid diſcotour'd 7ripe upon his Bo- 
„and was alſo cut through; fo that all con- 
uded, it was im poſſible for him to live? how- 
ever they ſtitch'd the Wound in the Stomach, en- 
larg'd the Oriſice, and fomented it, and wrought 
it again into his Body, and ſo ſtitching up the 
Skia, left him to the diſpoſe of Providence. 
But ſo it was, that both the deep Wound in his 
Throat, and this in his Stomach healed ; and the 
more dangerous Wound Sin had made upon his 
Soul, was, I truſt, effeRually healed alſo. I ſpent 
many Hours with him in that Sickneſs; and af⸗ 
ter his Return home, received this Account from 
Mr. Samuel Hardy, a Miniſter in that Town; 
Part whereof Tſhalttranfcribe, |_*'» 
1 K + 11 2 
Dear Sir, e e 2 
TJ Pas ruch troublet at the ſal Providence in you 
un; bat did much rejoice, that he fell into ſuch 
Hanis fer bis Both and Soul. You have taken 2 
> | | ain 
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ply Pains with bim, and [ bope to good purpoſe. | Lthink, | 


1) if ever a great aud thorough work were done ſuch a 
"Wl way, # ,; and if ever the like, I am perſwaded 
now it i Never grow weary of ſuch good works, 
One ſuch Inſtance is ( methinłs) enough to meke you 
to: abound in the work of the Lord all your days, 8c, 


O how unſcarchable are the Ways of Provi- 


8 by this to ſin, that Grace may abound. 
Theſe are rare and ſingular Inſtances of the Mer- 


n. cy of God, and ſuch as no preſumptuous Sinner 

118 can expect to find. It's only recited here, to the 
to. Honour of Providence, which works for the re- 
- | cavery of Sinners in Ways that we underſtand 
not. O what a fetch hath Providence beyond 
2. And as it orders very ſtrange Occaſions to 
awaken and rouze Souls at firſt, ſo it works no 
leſs wonderfully in carrying on the Work to per: 
ſectiĩon ; and this it doth two was 
(..) By quickening and reviving dying Convi- 
ctions and Troubles for Sin. Souls, after their firſt 
awakening, ate apt to loſe the Senſe and Impreſ- 
fon of their firſt Troubles for Sin; but Providence 
is vigilant to prevent it, and doth effectually pre- 
vent it ſometimes, by direct ing the Miniſter to 
ſome diſcourſe or paſſage, that ſhall fall as pat, as 
it the caſe of ſuch a parker had been ſtudied by 
1 ; bim, and defignedly ſpoken to. How often have 
found this in the caſes of many Souls, who have 
proteſſed they have ſtood amazed, to hear the 
very Thoughts of their Hearts diſcover d by the 
Preacher, who knew nothing of them! Some» 
times by di 
Scriptute, that ſuits their preſent Caſe ;-: 


S . 


dence in leading Men to Chriſt! Let none be 


ecting them to ſome proper ronling 


ſome- 


4 


Wine Conduct: Or, 
ſometimes by ſuffering them to fall into ſome new 
Sin, which ſhall awaken all their former Troubles 
again, and put a new efficacy and activity into 
the Conſcience. The World is full of Inſtances in 
all theſe Caſes, and becauſe moſt Chriſtians have 
experience of theſe things in themſelves, it will 
be needleſs to recite them here. Search but a 
few years back; and you may remember, that 
according to this Account, (at leaſt in ſome par- 
ticulars) Providence order'd the matter with you. 
Have you not found ſome Rod or other prèpared 
by Providence, to rouze you out of your ſecuri- 
ty ? Why, this is ſo common a thing with Chri- 
Rians, that they many times preſage an affliction 
coming from the Frames they find their own 
Hearts in. 2028 

(2.) It gives alſo great aſſiſtance to the work of 
the Spiritupon the Soul, by ordering, ſupporting, 
relieving and cheering means, to prop up and 
comfort the Soul, when it is over-burthened, and 
ready to fink in the deeps of troubles. I remember 
Mr. Bolton gives us one Inſtance, which fits both 
theſe caſes, the reviving of Convictions, and ſeaſo- 
nable Supports in tbe Deeps of Troubles. And it is 
of a Perſon that by Convictions had been fercht 
off from his wicked Companions, and entered 
into a reformed Courſe of Life; but after this, 
through the Inticement of his old Companions, 
the Subtilry of Satan, and Corruption of his own 
Heart, did again relapſe into the Ways of Sin. 
Then was providentially brought to his view that 
Scripture, Prov. 1. 24, 25, 26, Cc. this renewed 
his Trouble; OT it to a rer 
height than ever; infomuch that he could ſcarce- 
ly think (as it feems by the Relation) his Sin 
could be pardoned. But in this plunge, that 


; Text, 
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ew Text, Like 17. 4. was preſented to him, which 
les Nſweetly ſettled him in a ſure and glorious Peace. 
ito Nor can we here forget that miraculous Work 
in pf Providence, in a time of great extremity, 


rhich was wrought for that good Gentlewoman 

rs. Honeywood, (and is ſomewhere mentioned 
y the ſame Author) who under a deep and fad 
leſertion, refuſed and put off all Comfort, ſeem- 
ng to deſpair utterly of the Grace and Mercy of 
od. A worthy Miniſter being one day with 
er, and reaſoning againſt her deſperate Conclu- 
jons, ſhe took a Venice Glaſs from the Table, and 
aid, Sir, I am as ſure to be damned, as this Glaſs 
sto be broken, and therewith threw it forcibly to 
he ground; but to the aſtoniſhment of both, 
he Glaſs remained whole and ſound, which the 


of Miniſter taking up with admiration, rebuked her 
g, Freſumption, and ſhewed her what a Wonder 
1d {Providence had wrought for her Satisfaction, and 
d e greatly altered the Temper of her Mind. O 


ow unſearchable are his Ways! and his Paths 
finding out! Lo, theſe are part of his Ways; 
but how ſmall a Portion do we know of him? 
And now ſuffer me to expoſtulate a little 
ith thy Soul, Reader. Haſt thou been duly 
enſible of thy Obligation to Providence, for this 
„ Nneſtimable Favour 2 O what hath it done for 
„ hee! there are divers kinds of Mercies convey- 
nd to Men by the hand of Providence, but none 
1. Nike this; in all the Treaſury of its Benefits, none 
found like this. Did it caſt thee into the way 
d f Converſion, and order the means and occaſions 
r f it for thee, when thou little thoughteſt of any 
ach thing? How dear and ſweet ſhould the Re- 
1 embrance of it be to thy Soul! Methinks it 
t {Would aftoniſh and melt you every time * * 
OW x fle 
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Divine Conduct: Or, 
flect upon it. Such Mercies ſhould never groy 
ſtale, or look like common things to you: fo 
do but ſeriouſly conſider the following Parti 
culars. "We | 
1. How ſurprizing the Mercy was, which it per 
formed for you in that day. Providence had: 3 
deſiga upon you, for your eternal „which 
you underſtood not. The Time of Mercy wa 
now fully come ; the Decree was now ready ty 
bring forth that Mercy, with which it had gon: 
big from Eternity, and its gracious Deſign mull 
be executed by the Hand of Providence, ſo far a 
concerned the external Means and Inſtruments; 
and how aptly did it cauſe all things to fall in 
with that Deſign, tho' you knew not the Mean 
ing of it? Look over all the before-mentionel 
Examples, and you ſhall ſee the bleſſed Work d 
Converſion begun upon thoſe Souls, when they 
minded it no more than Saul did a Kingdom 7 
that Morning he went out to ſeek his Father! 
Aﬀſjes, 1 Sam. 9. 3, 20. Providence might trulj 2 
have ſaid to you in that Day, as Chriſt ſaid u n 
Peter, John 13. 7. What I do thou knoweſt not nov if 
but bereafter thou ſhalt know it. God's Thqughbts an 
not as our Thoughts ; but as the Heavens are bight fe 
than the Earth, ſo are his Thoughts higber than our; at 
and his Ways than our Mays. Little did Zacheuſl © 
think, when he climb'd up into the Syeamore-tre iff p 
to ſee Chriſt as he paſſed that way, what a deſign 7 
of Mercy Chriſt had upon him, who took thencel p 
the Occaſion of becoming both his Gueſt and S x 
viour, Luke 19. 5,6, 7, 8. And as little did ſomeſſ it 
of you think, what the aim of Providence was a 
when you went (ſome out of Cuſtom; others ou, d 
of Curioſity, if not worſe Ends) to hear ſuch v 
Sermon. O how ſtupendious are the Ways of 
God! | 2. What 


The Myltery of P2ovidence. 
2. What a diſtinguiſhing and ſeaſonable Mercy 
was uſher'd in by Providence in that day. Ir 
brought you to the Means of Salvation in a good 
Hour. At that very nick of time, when the An- 
gel troubled the Waters, you were brought to 
the Pool; to allude to that, John 5.4. Now the 
accepted Day was come, the Spirit was in the Or- 
dinance, or Providence that converted you, and 
you were ſet in the way of it. Ir may be, you 
had heard many hundred Sermons before, but no- 
thing would ſtick till now, becauſe the Hour was 
not come. The Lord did, as it were, call in the 
Word for ſuch a Man, ſuch a Woman; and Pro- 
vidence ſaid, Lord, here he is, I have brought 
him before thee. There were many others un- 
der that Sermon, that received no ſuch Mercy. 
You your ſelves had heard many before, but not 
to that advantage, as it is faid, Luke 4. 27. 
8 ey mam Lepers in Iſrael in 5 Days f 
izeus, but to none of them was the Prophet ſent, 
ſave unto Naaman nr rian. So there were ma- 
ny poor unconverte Souls beſide you under the 
Word that day, and it may be, to none of them 
was Salvation ſent that day, but to you. O bleſ- 
ſed Providence, that ſet you in the way of Mercy 
at that time «bt; | | 
What a weighty and important Mercy was 
providentially directed to your Souls that Day. 
There are Mercies of all Sizes and Kinds in the 
Hands of Providence to diſpenſe to the Sons of 
Men: its Left Hand is full of Bleſſings, as weil as 
its Right. It hath Health and Riches, Honours 


and Pleaſures, as well as Chriſt and Salvation, to 


diſpenſe. The World is full of its Left Hand Fa- 
yours ; but the Bleſſings of its Right Hand are in- 
Yaluably precious, and few there be that receive 
des N F 2 them. 


® 
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Divine Conduct: Or, 
them. It doth thouſands of kind Offices for Men; 
but among them all, this is the chiefeſt, to lead 
and direct them to Chriſt. For conſider, 

(I.) Of all Mercies, this comes through moſt 
and greateſt Difficulties, Eph. 1. 19, 20. 

(2.) This is a ſpiritual Mercy, excelling in 
Dignity of Nature all others, more than Gold ex- 
cels the Dirt under your Feet, Rev. 3.18. One 
ſuch Gift is worth thouſands of other Mercies. 

(3.) This is a Mercy immediately flowing 
out of the Fountain of God's elect ing Love, a 
Mercy never dropt into any, but an Ele& Veſſel, 


* 


1 Theſſ. 1. 4, 5. | Wi 
(.) This is a Mercy, that infallibly ſecures 
Salvation; for as we may argue from Converſion 
to Election, looking back; ſo from Converſion 
to Salvation, looking forward, Heb. 6. 9. 
(.) Laſtly, This is an Eternal Mercy, that 
which will ſtick by you, when Father, Mother, 
Wife, Children, Eſtate, Honours, Health and 
Life ſhall fail thee, Jobn 4, 14. f | 
O therefore ſet a ſpecial Mark upon that Pro- 
vidence, that ſet you in the way of this Mercy. 
It hath performed that for thee, which all the 
Miniſters on Earth and Angels in Heaven could 
never have performed. This is a Mercy, that 
uts weight and value into the ſmalleſt Circum- 
ce that relates to it. 1 
The Fiftb en of Providence. 


Troviden- Thus you hear, how inſtrumental Providence 
Fiat Fer- hath been, in ordering the Means and Occaſi- 
formances 6 5 1. 

with 1e- ons of the greateſt Mercies for your Souls. Let 
ſpe# to us now take into Conſideration, another excel- 
d Civil- Jent Performance of Providence reſpecting the 
Calling. good of your Bodies and Souls too, in. reſpet? of 
4 275 * MY i 
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bat Imployment and Calling it hath ordered for you in 
his World ; for it hath not only an Eye upon 
our well being in the World to come, but upon 
our well being in this World alſo, and that very 
nuch depends upon the Station and Vocation to 
hich it calls you. | 

Now the Providence of God with reſpe& to 
dur civil Callings, may be diſplayed very taking- 
y inthe following Particulars. 
r. In directing you to a Calling in your Youth, 
1. End not ſuffering you to live an idle, uſeleſs and 
ful Life, as many do, who are but Burthens to 
he Earth, fruges conſumere nati, the Wens of the 
Body politick, ſerving only to disfigure and drein 
It, to eat what others earn. Sin brought in 
dweat, Gen. 3. 19. but now, not to ſweat in- 
reaſeth Sin, 2 Theſſ. z. 12. He that lives idly, 
annot live honeftly ; as is plainly enough intima- 
ed, 1 Theſſ, 4. T, 12, But when God puts Men 
nto a lawful Calling, wherein the Labours of 
heir Hands or Heads is ſufficient for them, it is 
very valuable Mercy: for thereby they eat their 
wn Bread, 2 Theſſ. 3.12. Many a fad Temp- 
ation is happily prevented; and they are ordi- 
arily furniſhed by it, for Works of Mercy to o- 
hers, and ſurely it is more bleſſed to give, than 
0 receive. 

2. In ordering you to ſuch Callings and Imploy- 
ents in the World, as are, not only lawful in 
hemſelves, but moſt ſuitable to you. There be 
any Perſons imployed in ſinful! Trades and 
\rts, meerly to furniſh other Mens Luſts: they 
v0 not only ſin in their Imployments ; but their 
ery Imployments are ſinful : they trade for Hell, 
nd are Factors for the Devil. Demetrius and the 
drafts: men at Epheſus, got their Eſtates by ma- 
3 1 king 
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king Shrines for Diana, Ad, 19. 24, 25. (i. e.) l 
tle Caſes, or Boxes with folding Leaves, with 
which the Image of that Idol fate enſhrined. The 
were carried about by the People in Proceſſio 
in Honour of their Idol And at this Day, ho 
many wicked Arts and Imployments are the 
invented, (and Multitudes of Perſons maintaine 
by them) meerly to gratifie the Pride and Wat 
tonneſs of a debauched Age? ot; 
Now to have an hone lawful Imployme 
wherein you do not diſhonour God in benefitin 
your ſelves, is no ſmall Mercy. 
But if it be not only lawful in it ſelf, ba 
ſuited to your Genius and Strength, there is a do 
ble Mercy in it. Some poor Creatures are en 
aged in Callings, that eat up their time an 
| a and make their Lives very uncomfor 
tablero them : they have not only /pending an 
waſting Imployments in the World; but ſuch x 
allow them little or no time for their general C- 
ling: and yet all this doth but keep them an 
theirs alive. Oh therefore, if God have fittef 
you with an honeſt Imployment, wherein yo! 
have leſs toil than others, and more time fot 
Heavenly Exerciſes, aſcribe this Benefit to thi 
ſpecial Care of Providence for you. 
3. In ſettling you in ſuch an Imployment ani 
Calling in the World, as poflibly neither you! 
ſelves nor Parents could ever expect you ſhouli 
arrive to. There are among us ſuch Perſons, as 
this account are ſignaly obliged to Divine Pre 
vidence. God hath put them into ſuch a way, 2 
neither they nor their Parents ever projected. For 
look as the Flower-de-luce in the Compaſs tum 
now this way, then that way, and never ceaſe 
moving, till-it ſettle to the Nortb- point; juſt ſol 
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in our ſettlement in the World. A Child is 
ow deſigned for this, then for that, but at laſt 
etcles in that way of Imployment which Provi- 
lence deſigned him to. How ſtrangely are things 
ſheeled about by Providence! not what we, 
4 oy Parents, but what oo! ſhall 
ake place?” Amos was very meanly employed at 
ot, but God deſigned him for a ies — 
dle and comfortable Calling, Amos 7. 14, 15. Da- 
id followed the Ewes, and likely never raiſed 
is thoughts to higher things in the days of his 
outh ; but God made him the Royal Shepherd 
ff a better flock, Pſalm 78.70, 71. Peter and 
drew were imployed as Fiſher-men, but Chriſt 
alls them from that to an higher Calling, Matth. 
4. 18, 19. to be Fiſhers of Men. Pareus when he 
was fourteen years old, was by the inſtigation of 
his Step-mother, placed with an Apothecary ; but 
Providence ſo wrought, that he was taken off 
from that, and fitted for the Miniſtry ; wherein 
fe became a fruitful and eminent Inftrument to 
che Church. James Andreas was by reaſon of his 
Father's inability to keep him at School, de- 
ſigned for a Carpenter; but was afterwards by the 
perſwaſion of friends, and aſſiſtance of the Church- 
ſtock ſent to Stutgard, and thence to the Univer- 
ſity, and ſo arrived to a very eminent ſtation of 
ſervice to the Church. A maſter- builder, Oeco- 
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bat; but his Mother by earneſt entreaties, pre- 
Ef vailed to keep him at School: and this Man was 


' * 
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n gion. I might eaſily cite Multitudes of ſuch In- 
ſtances; but a taſte may ſuffice. - 
4. In ſecuring your Eſtates from ruin, Fob 1. 10. 


1 Haft thou not made an hedge about bim, and all that 


lampadius, was by his Father deſigned for a Mer- 


2 bleſſed Inftrument in the Reformation of Reli- 
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Divine Conduct: Or, 
be hath? This is the Encloſure of Providence i mi 
which ſecures to us, what by its favour we ac. 
quire in the way of honeſt induſtry. 

5. In making your Calling ſufficient for yo 
It was the prayer of Moſes for the Tribe of Juda 
Deur. 3. 7. Let his bands be ſufficient for him; ani 


it is no {mall Mercy, if yours be ſo tou. Som n 
there be that have work, but not ſtrength to g fi 
through with it; others have ſtrength, but n 
imployment for it. Some have hands, ani de 
work for them; but it's not ſufficient for then ot 
and theirs. If God bleſs your Labours, ſo asu th 
ive you and yours neceſſary ſupports and com. bi 
ort in the World by it, it's a choice Providence R 


and with all thankfulneſs to be acknowledged. 
If any that fear God ſhall cgmplain, That al pi 
though they bave a Calling, yet it is an hard laboriou h. 
one, which takes up too much of their time, bid (: 
they would gladly imploy in other, and better work y 
Tanſwer, : 1 
(1.) It's like the Wiſdom of Providence foreſauſi y 
this to be the moſt ſuitable and proper Imploy:- 
ment for you; and if you had more eaſe and reſt, 
you might have more temptations than now you 
ave: the ſtrength and time which is now taken 
up in yourdaily labours, wherein you ſerve God, 
might otherways have been ſpent upon ſuch luſts 
wherein you might have ſerved the Devil. 
_ (2.) Hereby it may be, your health is the 
better preſerved, and natural Refreſhments made 


A” as ij rr &Q =, DB 2 


the ſweeter to you, Eccl. 5. 12. The ſleep of a la- 


bouring man is (ſweet to him, whether he eat little of 

much: but the abundance of the rich will not ſuffu 

bim to ſleep. 

(3. And as to the ſervice of God, if your 

hearts be ſpiritual, you may enjoy much Com- 
„„ | mmunion 


„ „„  T 
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nc: munion with Godin your very Imployments,and 
 ac-Myou have ſome intervals and reſpits for that pur- 
poſe. Have you not more ſpare hours, than you 
imploy to that end ? 


me and mine the Neceſſaries of Life. I am kept ſhort, 
and low to what others are; and this is a ſad af- 
ict ion. | | 
Though the Wiſdom of Providence hath or 

dered you a lower, and poorer condition than 
others, yet, (1.) Conſider how many there be 
that are lowerthan you in the World : you have 
but little of the World, yet others have leſs. 
Read the deſcription of thoſe perſons, Fob 30. 
4, &c. (2.) If God have given you but a ſmall 
portion of the World; yet if you be godly, he 
10% hath promiſed never to forſake you, Heb. 13. 5. 
aid (z.) Providence hath ordered that condition for 
rl. you, which is really beſt for your eternal good. 

If you had more of the World than you have, 
auf your heads and hearts might not be able to ma- 
nage it to your advantage. A ſmall Boat muſt 
ſt, have but a narrow Sail. You have not wanted 
ou hitherto the neceſſaries of life, and are com- 
en manded, having food and rayment (though none 


od, of the fineſt) to be therewith content. A little that 


{ts a righteous man hath, is better than the riches of ma- 
nn, Pſal. 37. 16. better in the Acquiſition, 
weeter in the Fruition, and more comfortable in 
the Account, 

Well then, if Providence hath ſo diſpoſed of 
ou all, that you can eat your own bread, and 
o advantagiouſly directed ſome of you to im- 

ployments, that afford not only neceſſaries for 
your ſelves and families, but an over- plus for 
works of Mercy to others, and all this n 

: | about 
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But all my labour: will ſcarcely ſuffice, to procure jack. 2. 


Sol. 
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about for you in a way you did not project; let the 
God be owned, and honoured in this Providence A 


Will you not henceforth call him, A/ Father, th E 


day, and may to your laſt day, the fruits of thoſe 


t. Caution. 


2. Caution. Be not ſo intent upon your particular Callings, 
N as to make them interfere with your general Cal- 


that ſolemn warning, 1 Tim. 6. 9. But they that 


Guide of my Youth? as it is, Fer. 3. 4. Surely, it Id 
was the Lord that guided you to ſettle as you did 
in thoſe days of your Youth: You reap at this 


early Providences in your Youth. 

Now ſee that you walk anſwerable to the ob. 
ligations of Providence in this particular ; and 
fee to it in the fear of God, that you abuſe not 
any of thoſe things to his diſhonour, which he hath 
wrought for your comfort. To prevent which, | 
will here drop a few needful Cautions, and ſhut 
up this particular. 

Be not ſlothful and idle in your Vocations. Ic, 
faid, Auguſtus built an Apragapolis, a City void of 
buſineſs; but I am ſure God never erected any 
City, Town or Family to that end. The Com-! 
mand to Adam, Gen. 3. 19. no doubt reaches all f 
his poſterity: and Goſpel-Commands back and 
ſecond it upon Chriſtians, Rom. 12. 11. and 


x Tbeſſ. 4. 11. If you be negligent, you cannot 
be innocent. And yet, 


ling. Beware you loſe not your God in the 
Crowd and Hurry of earthly Buſineſs. Mind 


will be rich fall into Temptation, and a ſnare, and 
into many fooliſh and hurt ful luſts, which drown men 
in deſtruct ion and perdition. The Inhabitants of 


OEnoc, a dry Iſland near Athens, beſtowed much 
Hbour to draw in a River-to water it, and make 


it fruitful; but when the Sluces were opened, the 
waters flowed ſo abundantly, that it many 
| the 
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the Illand, and drowned the Inhabicants. The 
pplication is obvious. It was an excellent 
ying of Seneca, rebus non me trado, ſed commodo. 
I don't give, but lend my ſelf to buſineſs. 


lings and earthly Imployments is by Divine Bleſ- 
ſing, not human Diligence alone, Deut. 8. 18. 
Thou ſhalt remember the Lord thy God ; for it is be 
ob. that giverh thee Power to get Wealth. The Devil 
himſelf was ſo far Orthodox, as to acknowledge 
a0: it, Job 1. 10. Haſt not thou made an Hedge about 
th MW bim, and about his Houſe, and about all that be hath 
on every fide? Thou haſt bleſſed the Work of bis 
Hands, &c. Recommend therefore your Affairs 
to God by Prayer, according to Pſalm 37. 4, 5. 
 W Delight thy ſelf alſo in the Lord, and he ſhall give 
thee the deſires of thine Heart. Commit thy way unto 
be Lord; truſt alſo in him, and he ſhall" bring it to 
J paſs. And touch not with that which you can- 
not recommend to God by Prayer for a Bleſ- 


g. 0 
. Be well ſatisfied in that Station and Imploy- 4.Caution. * 
» | mentin which Providence hath placed you, and 
do not ſo muchas wiſh your ſelves in another, 
N 1 Cor. 7. 20. Let every Man abide in the ſame Cal- 
L ng, wherein be was called. Providence is wiſer 


than you, and you may be confident hath 
ſuited. all things better to your Eternal Good, 
than you could do, had you been left to your 
own Option. 
The Sixth . of Providence. 
I. 

Thus you ſee the Care Providence hath had 
over you in your Youth, in reſpect of chat 
Civil Imployment to which it guided us in 
thoſe Days. 


We 


Remember always, the ſucceſs of your Cal- 3.Caution, 
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Providen-- We will in the next Place conſider it as oy 
tial Per- Guide, and the Orderer of our Relations for us. Tha 
__ Providence hath a ſpecial Hand in this Matter, of 
ſpe# to is evident both from Scripture Aſſertions, and 
our Civil the Acknowledgments of Holy Men, who in that 
Relations. great Concernment of theic Lives, have {till ow. 

ned, and acknowledged the directing Hand of 
Providence. Take an Inſtance of both. The Scrip. 
ture plainly aſſerts the Dominion of Providence {M'® 
over this Affair, in Prov. 19. 14. A prudent Wife 
is from the Lord: And Prov. 18. 22. Whoſo findet 
a Wife, findeth a good thing, and obtaineth Favour of 
the Lord. So for Children, ſee Pſalm 127. 3. Ly, 
Children are an Heritage of the Lord; and the Fruit ly 
of the Womb is his Reward. 
And it hath ever been the Practice of Holy ate 
Men, to ſeek the Lord for Direction and Coun- Ne 
ſel, when they have been upon the Change of 
their Condition. No doubt but Abrabam's En- 
couragement in that Caſe was the Fruit of Pray- 
er, Gen. 24. 7. His pious Servant alſo, who was [K.'* 
employ'd in that Affair, did both earneſtly feek bs 
Counſel of God, Gen. 24. 12. and thankfully ac- . 


knowledge his gracious Providence in guiding it, % 
Fer. 26, 27. | 0 
The ſame we may obſerve in Children, the 1 


Fruit of Marriage, 1 Sam. 1. 20. Luke 1. 13, 14. 
Now the Providence of God may be divers ways Abe 
diſplayed for the engaging of our Hearts in Love Ii ©, 
to the God of our Mercies. | cf 

(1.) There is very much of Providence ſcen We. 
in appointing the Parties each for other. In this, 
the Lord goes oftentimes beyond our Thoughts 
and Projections; yea, and oftentimes croſſes 
Mens deſires and deſigns to their great advantage. 
Not what they fancy ; but what his Infinite _ 
ha, 5 '- Om 
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om judges beſt, and moſt beneficial for them, 
kkes place. Hence it is, that Probabilities are 


mprobable are brought about, in very ſtrange 
nd unaccountable Methods of Providence. 
(2.) There is much of Providence ſeen in the 


diſpoſicions ; from whence a very great part of 
Tranquility and Comforts of our Lives reſult : 
Or atleaſt, though natural Tempers and Educa- 
ions did not ſo much harmonize before, yet they 
io ſo after they come under the Ordinance. of 
od, Gen. 2. 24. They two ſhall be one Fleſh,not one 
ly in reſpect of God's Inſtitut ion, but one in re- 
pect of Love and Affection, that thoſe who ſo 
ately were meer ſtrangers to each other, are 
ow endeared to a degree beyond the neareſt Re- 
ations in Blood. Ub: ſupra, For this cauſe ſhall a 

an leave Father and Mother, | and ſhall cleave to bis 
Mife, and they two ſhall be one Fleſh. 


in making one Inſtrumental to the Eternal Good 
of the other, 1 Cor. 7. 16. Hom knoweſt thou, O 
Wife, but thou mayſt (ave thy Husband? Or how 
howeſt thou, O Man, whether thou ſhalt ſave thy 
Wife ? Hence is that grave Exhortation to the 


Wives of unbelieving Hysbands, 1 Pet. 3. 1. to 


win them by their Converſation, which ſhould 
be to them inſtead of an Ordinance. 

Or if both be gracious, then what ſingular Aſ- 
ſitance and mutual Help is hereby gained to the 
Furtherance of their Eternal Good? Whillt they 
live together as Heirs of the Grace of Life, 1 Pet. 3. 
7. O bleſſed Providence! that directed ſuch in- 
to ſo intimate Relation on Earth, who ſhall inhe- 
tittogether the common Salvation in Heaven 

US (40 How 


often daſhed ; and things remote and utterly 


armony and Agreeableneſs of Tempers and. 


(4-).-But eſpecially, Providence is remarkable, 


a. — - 


. 
— —ů —- . 
— * . 


— 
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dò but look abroad, and you ſhall find, 


Abigal was a diſcreet and vertuous Woman, but ve. 
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(4 Ho much of Providence is ſeen in Ch 
dren, the Fruit of Marriage! To have any Poſt 
rity in the Earth, and not be left altogether as 
dry Tree : To have Comfore and Joy in them, 
1 Providence, importing a ſpecial Mer 
to us. To have the Breaches made upon our Er 
milies, repair'd, is a Providence to be own'd wit 
2 thankful Heart. When God ſhall ſay to a Ma 
as he ſpeaks in another Caſe to the Church, If 

9. 20. The Children which thou ſhalt have after thy 
27 lot the other, ſhall ſay again in thine Ears, th 
Place is too ftrait for me, &c. TY 

And theſe Providences will appear more a" 
fectingly ſweet and lovely to you, if you buff 
compare its Allotments to you, with what i“, 
hath allotted to many others in the World. Fo, 


(r.) Multitudes unequally, yoked, to the im. 
bittering of their Lives, whoſe Relations ar 
Clogs and Hinderances both in Temporals and 
Spirituals. Yea, we find an account in Scriptu 
of gracious Perſons, a great Part of whoſe Com. 
fort in this World hath been ſplit upon this Rock 


ry unſuitably matched to a churliſh Nabal, et 
x Sam. 25. 25. Whata Temptation, to the Neg. the 
lect of a known Duty, prevail'd upon the reno. tho 
ned Moſes, by the Means of Zipporah his Wife die 
Exad. 4. 24, 25. David had his fcoffing Mich," 
2 Sam. 6. 20. And patient Job no ſmall Addition an. 
to all his other Afflictions, from the Wife of hi 
Bofom, who ſhould have been a ſupport to hin 
in the Day of his Trouble, Fob 19.17, 10 

No doubt but God ſanctifies ſuch Rods to böte 
peoples Good: If Socrates knew how to improu 1 
his Affliction in his Zantippe, to the Increaſe oV 


hu 
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vis Patience 3 much more will they who converſe | 

ich God under all Providences, whether ſweet 

r bitter. Nevertheleſs, this muſt be acknow- 

eaged to be a ſad ſtroke upon any Perſon,andfach 

Ws maims chem upon the working Hand, by un- 

tting them for Duty, x Per. 3.7. and cuts off 

nuch of the Comfort of Life alſo. 

(2.) How many are there, who never enjoy 

he comfortable Fruits of Marriage? But are de- 

jed the fight, at leaſt the Enjoyment of Chil- 

iren, Jer. 22. 30. Tous ſaith the Lord, write this 

an childleſs, 8c. or if they have Children, yet 

not enjoy them, Hoſ. 9. 12. Though they bring 

w Children, yet will I bereave them, that there ſhall 

wt be a Man left; who only bear for the Grave, 

und have their Expectations raiſed for a greater 

IAfiction to themſelves. | | 

. And it is no rare or unuſual Thing to ſee 

Children and near Relations the greaeſt Inſtru- 

ments of Affliction to their Pants and Friends: 

5 that after all their other Sorrows and Troubles 

inthe World, neareſt Relarions bring up the Rear 

of Sorrows (as one ſpeaks) and prove greater . T. C. 

ve Criefs than any other. O how many Parents in bis Ha- 

(have complain'd with the Tree in the Fable, that S 8. 

leg. their very Hearts have been rived aſunder witng 

thoſe Wedges that were cut out of their own Bo- 

dies? What a Grief was Eau to 1/aac and Rebekab? 

en. 26. 34, 35. What a Scourge were Alſalom 

and Ammon to David? | 
Wellthen, if God have ſet the ſolitary in Fami- 


bind ler, as it is Pſalm 68.6. Built an Houſe for the de- 

ſolate, given ou comfortable Relations, which 
; hare Springs of daily Comfort and Refreſhment to 
ron eu, You are eech che Account; engaged to 
e of walk anſw-erably t 


theſe gractous Providences. 
5 And 
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And that you may underſtand wherein that Decz. 
rum and agreeable Comportment with theſe Pro. 
vidences conſiſts, take up the Senſe of your Duty 
in theſe brief hints. 

(.) Aſcribe to God the Glory of all thoſe Pro. 
vidential Works which yield you comfort. Youſ 
ſee a wiſe, directing, governing Providence r 
which hath diſpoſed and ordered all things be. 
yond your own Projections and Deſigns. The 
Way of Man is not in himſelf, nor is it in him that walk. 
eth to direct his own Steps, Jer. 10. 23. Not wha; 
you projected, but what an higher counſel tha 
yours determined, is come to, pals. Good Fact, 
when God had made him the Father of a Family, 
admired God in the Mercy, Gen. 32. 10. With 
my Staff (laid he) I paſſed over this Jordan, and 

now I am become two Bands. And how doth this. 

Mercy humble and melt him? I am not worthy f 
the leaſt of all the Mercies, and of all the Truth, which 
thou haſt ſhewed * thy Servant. > 5 

Be exact in diſ᷑harging the Duties of thoſe Re- 
lations which ſo gracious a Providence hath led 
you into. Abuſe not the Effects of ſo much Mer- 
cy and Love to you. The Lord expects Praiſe, 
where ever you have Comfort. This aggrava- 
ted David's Sin, that he ſhould dare to abuſe fo 
great Love and Mercy, as God had ſhewn him 

in his Family Relations, 2 Sam. 12. 7, 8, 9. 

3. Improve Relations to the End Providence 
deſignꝰd them. Walk together as Co- heirs of the 
Grace of Life : Study to be mutual Bleſſings to 
eath other: So walk in your Relations, that the 
parting Day may be ſweet.” Death will ſhortly 

break up the Family; and then nothing but the 

Senſe of Duty diſcharg'd, or the Neglects par- Wi 
don'd, will give Comfort. ns 
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) The Seventh Performance of Providence, 
Pro. VII. | 
ut You have heard how well Providence hath per- 


ormed its part for you, in planting you into Fa- 


( ouMhe next Place, view another gracious Perfor- 
ce, nance of Providence for us, in making Proviſion 
be · Nom time to time for us and our Families, I the ra- 
Tuber put theſe Providences together in this Place, 
all pecauſe I find the Scripture doth ſo, Pſalm 107. 
hat r. He ſerteth the Poor on high from Affliction, and 
Nan nakerb bim Families like a Flock. 

co, You know the Promiſes God hath made to his 


ople, Pſalm 34. 10. The young Lions ſhall lack, 
ub nd ſuffer hunger ; but they that ſeek the Lord, ſhall 
bot want any good thing, And have you not alſo 


his Ween the conſtant Performance of it? Cannot you 
ie the ſame Anſwer, if the ſame Queſtion were 
ich ropounded to you that the Diſciples did, Luke 


2. 35. Since I [ent you forth, lacked ye any thing? 
nd they ſaid, Nothing, Can ye not with Facob 
ll him; the God that fed you all your Life long? 
en. 48. 15. Surely he hath given Bread to them 
bat fear him, and been ever mindful of his Covenant, 
alm 111. 5. | 
lo To diſplay this Providence, we will conſider 
im Min the following Particulars. 
(I.) The Alſiduity and Conſtancy of the Care of 
Ce rovidence for the Saints, Lam. 3. 23. His Mer- 
he er are new every Morning. It is not the Supply of 
to ne or two preſſing Needs, but all your Wants, as 
hey grow from day to day through all your days, 
den. 48.15. The God that fed me all my Life long. 
The Care of Providence runs parallel with the 
ine of Life. See I/a. 46. 3, 4. Hearken unto me, 
) Houſe of Jacob, and all the Remnant of the Houſe of 
| G Iſrael, 


tial Provie 
rn b | ſion for us 
nilies, who once were ſolitary. Now let us, in and — 


Divine Conduct: Or, 
Iſrael, which are born by me from the Belly, whit, 
are carried from the Womb: And even to your ol 

Age Iam he, and even to hoary Hairs will I carry you 
I have made, and I will bear, even I will carry, au 
will deliver jou. So that as God bid Iſrael, Mic 
6. 5. To remember from Shittim unto Gilgal, thu 
they might know the Faithfulneſs of the Lord; (vf 
would | perſwade thee, Reader, to record tł% 
Ways of Providence, from firſt to laſt, through, 
out thy whole Courſe to this Day, that thay 
mayſt ſee what a God he hath been to thee. 
2.) The Seaſonableneſs and Opportuneneſs oi 
its Proviſions for them: For fo runs the Promiſe 
Iſa. 41. 17. When the poor and needy ſeek Water, an 
there is none, and their Tongue JS for thirſt, I th 
Lord will hear them, I the God of Iſrael will not for 
ſake them; and ſo hath the Performance of it been 
And this hath been made good to diſtreſſc 
Saints ſometimes in a more ordinary Way, God ſe- 
cretly bleſſing a Little, and making it ſufficienW: 
for us and ours: Job tells us of the ſecret of Gul 
upon bis Tabernacle, Job 29. 4. (i. e.) his ſe. 
cret Blefling is in their Tabernacles ; by Reaſon 
whereof it is that they ſubſiſt; but it is in an un- 
accountable way that they do ſo. And ſometimes 
in an extraordinary way it breaks forth for theit 
Supply. So you find in 2 Kings 17. 9, 10, 11, 
12, 13, 14. The Cruſe and Barrel fail not. 

Clark's Mr. Samuel Clark, in the Life of that painful 

Lives, vol. and humble Servant of Chriſt Mr. Jobn Fox, re- 
1. p. 342. cords a memorable Inſtance of Providence, and it 

is this, That towards the end of King Henry the 
Eighth his Reign he went to London, where he 
quickly ſpent that little his Friends had given 
him,or he had acquired by his own Diligence, and 
began to be in great want. As one Day he fats 

: ex 1 
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Paul's Church, ſpent with long Faſting, his 
Nountenance thin, and his Eyes hollow, after the 
Whaſtly manner of dying Men, every one ſhun- 
ing a Spectacle of ſo much Horror; there came 
dne to him, whom he had never ſeen before, 


1 nd thruſt an untold Sum of Money into his 
Wand, bidding him be of good Cheer, and ac- 
A pt that ſmall Gift in good part from his Coun- 


ry-man ; and that he ſhould make much of him- 
elf, for that within a few Days new Hopes were 
at hand, and a more certain Condition of Live- 
hood. Three Days after the Dutcheſs of Rich- 
md ſent for him to live in her Houſe, and be 
utor to the Earl of Sarrey's Children, then un- 
der her Care. 
Mr. Iſaac Ambroſe, a worthy Divine, whoſe La- 
bours have made him acceptable to his Genera- 
tion, in his Epiſtle to the Earl of Bedford, pre- 
fixd to his Laſt Things, gives a pregnant Inſtance 
in his oWni Caſe. His Words are theſe : For mine 
own part (faith he) however the Lord hath ſeen 
Cauſe to give me but 4 poor Pittance of outward 
Things, for which 1 bleſs his Name ; yet in the Income 
thereof, I have many times obſerved ſo much of bis 
peculiar Providence, that thereby they have been very 
much ſweetned, and my Heart hath been raiſed to ad- 
mire bis Grace. When of late under an hard Diſpen- 
u ion (which I judge not meet to mention) where- 
e. i 1 ſuffered conſcientiouſly, all Streams of wonted Sup- 
172 1 7 ſtopt, the Waters of Relief for my ſelf and 
Family did run low : I went to Bed with ſome Stag- 


If for our refreſtimy ; bat Ger I did awake in the 
niny ; 4 Letter was brought to my Bed-ſide, which 


which reported ſome untapetted Breakings out of Kot 
| 7” God 


ings an Dodbtings of the Fountains letting out it 


Was gn by a ebbice Friend, Mr. Anthony Aſh, 
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Goodneſs for my Comfort. Theſe are ſome of l 
Lines ——" Your God, who hath given you | 
Heart thankfully to record your Experiences of | 
Goodneſs, doth renew Experiences for your Encourayi 
ment. Now I ſhall report one, which will raiſe yi 
Spirit toward the God of your Mercies, Whereupo 
he ſweetly concludes, One Morſe! of God's Provi 
ſoon, eſpecially when it comes in unexpected, and upn 
Prayer, when Wants are moſt, will be more ſweet fil 
ſpiritual Reliſh, than all former Enjoyments were. 
(3.) The Wiſdom of Providence in our Pro 
viſions. And this is diſcovered in two Things: 
(1.) In proportioning the quantity, not ſatisfy ig Hes 
our extravagant Wiſhes, but anſwering our real 
Needs; conſulting our Wants, not our Wantonneſi 
Phil. 4. 19. , Ged ſhall ſupply all your Wants ; and 2 
this hath exactly ſuited the Wiſhes of the beigen 
and wiſeſt Men, who deſired no more at its hand e 
So Jacob, Gen. 28. 20. and Agur, Prov, 30. 8,9, the 
Wiſe Providence conſiders our Condition as Pi. can 
grims and Strangers, and ſo allots the Viaticun f nab 
Proviſion, that is needful for our Paſſage home. Neſp 
It knows the miſchievous Influence of Fulneſs and Go 
Redundancy. upon moſt Men, though ſanctified 2 
and how apt it is to make them remiſs, and for- Th 
getful of God, Deut. 6. 12. That their Hearts, like us, 
the Moon, ſuffers an Eclipſe, when it is at the but 
full; and ſo ſuits and orders all to their. beſt ad- we 
vantage. (2.) Its Wiſdom is much diſcovered in N cot 
the manner of diſpenſing our Portion to us. It An 
many times ſuffers our Wants to pinch hard, and Go 
many Fears to ariſe, out of deſign to magnify the ¶ wa 
.Care and Love of God in the Supply, Deut. 8. 3. {Mu 
Providence ſo orders the Caſe, that Faith and 
Prayer coming. betwixt our Wants and Supplies, I 20 
the Goodneſs of God may be the more magni- I the 
fied in our Eyes thereby. — d 
| | PIE 
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And now let me beg you to conſider the good 
and of Providence, that hath provided for, and 
uitably ſupplied you and yours all your Days, 
ind never failed you hitherto : And labour to 
alk ſuitably to your Experiences of ſuch Mer- 
ies, In order whereunto, let me preſs a few 
uita ble Cautions upon you. 

1. Beware, that you forget not the Care and 
Kindneſs of Providence which your Eyes have 
een in ſo many Fruits and Experiences thereof. 
It was God's Charge againſt 1/rael, Pſal. 106. 3. 

hat they ſoon forgat his wondrous Works, A bad 
Heart and a ſlippery Memory deprive Men of 
he Comfort of many Mercies, and defraud God 
of the Glory due for them. | 
2. Do not diſtruſt Providence in future Exi- 
gencies. Thus they did, Pſalm 78. 20. Bebold, 
Je [mote the Rock, that the Waters guſhed out, and 
Je Streams overflowed : can be give Bread alſo 2 
L an be provide Fleſh for his People? How unreaſo- 
nable and abſurd are theſe Queries of Unbelief, 
Jeſpecially after their Eyes had ſeen the Power of 

God 1n 2 extraordinary Effects? | 

z. Do not murmur and regret under new ſtraits. 
his is a vile Temper; and yet how incident to 
us, when Wants preſs hard upon us! Ah! did we 
but rightly underſtand what the demerit of Sin is, 
we would rather admire the Bounty of God, than 
complain of the Strait-handedneſs of Providence, 
And it we did but conſider, that there lies upon 
d {God no Obligation of Juſtice or Gratitude to re- 
e ward any of our Duties, it would cure our Mur- 
z. J murs, Gen. 32. 20. | 
d 4 Do not ſhew the leaſt Diſcontent at the Lot 

and Portion Providence carves out to you. O 
bat you would be on pleaſed and ſatisfied wel 

"2LELh 3 + all 
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all its Appointments. Say as Pſal. 16. 6. The Lin 
are fallen unto me in pleaſant Places; yea, 1 have | 
goodly Heritage. Surely that is beſt for you, which 
Providence hath appointed, and one Day ya 
your ſelves will judge it ſo to be. 
5. Do not neglect Prayer when Straits beſi 
ou. You ſee it's Providence diſpenſes all, ya 
= upon it; therefore apply your ſelves to Got 
in the Times of need. This is evidently incly. 
ded in the Promiſe, Iſa. 41. 17. as well as expreſ. 
ſed in the Command, Phil. 4. 6. Remembe 
God, and he will not forget you. 


FR 


6. Do not diſtra& your Hearts with ſinfulf 


Cares, Mat. 6. 25, 26. Conſider the Fowls of th 
: Air (faith Chriſt) not the Fowls at the Door, tha 
are daily fed by Hand; but thoſe of the Air, that 


know not where to have the next Meal; and ya 


God provides for them. Remember your Rel 
tion to Chriſt, and his Engagements by Promil: 
to you, and by theſe things work your Hearts to 
Satisfaction and Content with all the Allotments 
of Providence. 1 
The Eighth Performance of Providence. 
VIII. 

Providen- The next great Advantage and Mercy the 
rial Ter- Saints recewe from the Hand of Providence, is 
for 1 Fee, in their Preſervation from the Snares and Temptation 
— 3 F Sin, by its preventing Care over them, That 
from the Providence wards off many a deadly Stroke 0 
Power of Temptation, and puts by many a mortal Thruſt 
1-mpta- which Satan makes at or Souls, is 2 Truth 2 
n. manifeſt as the Light that ſhinech. This is in- 
| cluded in that Promiſe, x Cor. 10. 13. God wil 
with the Temptation make away to eſcape, that ye m4) 
able to bear it. Providence gives an Out-let 


for the Soul's Eſcape, when it is {hu up into the 


dange. 
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dangerous ſtraits of Temptation, There are 


two eminent Ways whereby the force and effica- 
cy of Temptation is broken in Believers. One 
vais by the Operation of internal Grace, Gal.5. 17. 
The Spirit luſteth againſt the Fleſh ; ſo that ye can- 
not do the Things that ye would; 5. e. Sanctifi- 
cation gives Sin a miſcarrying Womb after it hath 
conceived in the Soul. The other way is by the 
external working of Providence; and of this 1 
am here engaged to ſpeak. _ 
The Providence of God is the great Obex and 
hinderance to a World of Sin, which elſe would 
break forth like an overflowing Flood from our 
corrupt Natures. - It prevents abundance of Sin, 
which elſe wicked Men would commit, Gen. 19. 
11. The Sodomites were greedily purſuing their 
1 Luſts; God providentially hinders it, by ſmiting 
ie dem blind. Jerobaam intends to ſmite the Pro- 
e per ; Providence interpos'd, and wicher'd his 
OF Arm, 1 Kings 13. 4 Thus you ſee, when 


mY wicked Men have contrived, and are ready to 


execute their Wickednefs, Providence claps on 
its Manacles, That their Hands cannot perform their 
Enterprizes, as it is Job F. 12. 

And ſo much Corruption there remains on 
good Men , that they would certainly plunge 
themfelves under much more Guilt than they do, 
it Providence did not take greater care of them 
than they do of themſelves : For tho' they make 
conſcience of keeping theinſelves, and daily 
watch their Hearts and Ways, yet ſuch is the 
© Deceitfulneſs of Sin, that if Providence did not 
„E Blocks in their way, it would (more fre- 
quently than it doth) entangle and defile chem. 
„And rhis it doth divers Ways. 1 
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(1.) Sometimes by ſtirring up others to inter 
poſe with ſeaſonable Counſels, which effectualh 


diſſwade them from proſecuting an evil Deſign 


Thus Abigail meets David in the nick of Time 
and diſſwades him from his evil Purpoſe, 1 San 
25. 34. 

6 Ad find it recorded (as on another accoun 
was noted before) of that Holy Man Mr. Dol, 
that being late at Night in his Study, he wa 
ſtrongly moved (tho' at an unſeaſonable Four) 
to viſit a Gentleman of his Acquaintance ; ani 
not knowing what might be the Deſign of Pro- 


vidence therein, he obeyed, and went; when heff 


came to the Houſe, after a few Knocks at the 
Door, the Gentleman himſelf came to him, and 
ask'd him, whether he had any Buſineſs to him: 


Mr. Dod anſwered, no; but that he could not be 


quiet till he had ſeen him. O Sir, reply'd the 
Gentleman, you are ſent of God at this Hour, for 
juſt now (and with that, takes the Halter out 
of his Pocket) I was going to deſtroy my felt 
And thus was the Miſchief prevented. 
___(2.) Sometimes by hindering the Means and 
* Inſtruments, whereby the Evil it ſelf is prevent: 
"Ed. Thus, when good Jehoſhaphat had joined 
himſelf with that wicked King Abaziab, to build 
Ships at Ezion-Gaber to go to Tarſhiſh, God 
prevents the Deſign, by breaking the Ships 
wich a Storm, as you read, 2 Chron. 20. 35, 
| "2 n 
| We find alſo in the Life of Mr. Bolton, written 
by Mr. Bagſhaw, That whilſt he was in Oxford, 
he had familiar acquaintance with Mr. Anderton, 
a good Scholar, but a ſtrong Papiſt, who know- 
ing Mr. Boltons good Parts, and perceiving that 
he was in ſome outward wants, took this advan- 
{Wy R 1285 tage, 


ge 


ter- 
ally 
ign ; go 


am, 


to be reconciled to the Church of Rome, and to 


And this is the Meaning of Hoſea 2. 6. I will and theſe 
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ze, and uſed many Arguments to perſwade him 


over with him to the Engliſh Seminary, aſſu- 

ring him he ſhould be furniſhed with all Neceſſa- 

ries, and have Gold enough. Mer. Bolton being at 

that time poor in Mind and Purſe, accepted the Some AF 
Motion, and a Day and Place was appointed infi#ions 
Lancaſhire, where they ſhould meet and take , bh” 
Shipping, and be gone: But Mr. Anderton came niſbments; 
not, and ſo he eſcaped the Snare. | others ar 
(3.) Sometimes by laying ſome ſtrong Affli- i, 


gion upon the Body, to prevent a worſe Evil a 


bedge up her Way with Thorns. Thus Baſil was are bor 
a long Time exerciſed with a violent Head- oper 


Ach, which (as he obſerved) was uſed by Pro. %%, Try 


als of 


| vidence to prevent Luſt. Paul had a Thorn in Grace; 


the Fleſh, a Meſſenger of Satan ſent to buffet and es- 
him: And this Affliction, whatever it was ,gvaaxhne 


| Na "Io : Preſeroa- 
was ordained to prevent Pride in him, 2 Cor. , from 


12. 7. ; 8 | Sin, 
(4.) Sometimes Sin is prevented in the Saints, 
by the better Information of their Minds at the 
Sacred Oracles of God. Thus, when ſinful Moti- 
ons began to riſe in David's Mind, from the Pro- 
ſpericy of the Wicked, and his own Afflicted 
State, and grew to that height, that he began to 
think all he had done in the way of Religion, was 
little better than loſt Labour; he is ſer right 
again, and the Temptation diſſolved, by going 
into the Sanctuary, where God ſhewed him how 
to take new Meaſures of Perſons and Things; to 
judge them by their Ends and Iſſues, not their 
preſent Appearances, Pſalm 73. 12, 13, 17. 
Cf.) And ſometimes the Providence of God 
prevents the Sins of his People, by removing them 
OE TO WEL CO TR n 


Divine Conduct : Or, 
out of the way of Temptations by Death. I 
which Senſe we may underſtand that Text, Ja Rhe 
57. I. The Righteous is taken away from the Evil y 
me; the Evil of Sin as well as Sufferings. When 
the Lord fees his People low- ſpirited, and no 
able to grapple with ſtrong Tryals and Temp. 
tions which are drawing on, it is with reſpect ij 
them a merciful Providence, to be disbanded by 
Death, and ſet out of harms way. 

Now conſider, and admire the Providence. I te 
God, O ye Saints, who hath had more Care of pof 
your Souls, than ever ye had of them. Had not Nat 
the Providence of God thus-wrought for you in e 
à way of Prevention, it may be you had this Day Wt 
been ſo many Magor Miſſabibs. How was the in 
Heart of David melted under that preventing Pre 
Providence fore-mentioned in 1 Sm. 25. 34. He ha“ 

bleſſes the Lord, the Inſtrument, and e W. 
ſel by which his Soul was preſerved from Sin. 
Do but ſeriouſly bethink your felves of a few Pr 
Particulars abgut this Caſe : As, | 

(I.) How your corrupt Natures have often PP 
impetuouſly hurried you on towards Sin, ſo that I Y® 
all the inherent Grace you had could not with- 
Rand its Force, if Providence had not prevented ot 
it in ſome ſuch Method as you have heard, Jam. C 
I. 14. Every Man is tempted when he is drawn away I V© 
of his own Lufts, and enticed, You found your 27 
ſelves but Feathers in the Wind of Temptation. I 
(2. How near you have been brought to the 
Brink of Sin, and yet ſaved by a merciful Hand 
of Providence. May you not ſay with him in 
Pfov. 5:14. 1Iwas almoff in the midſt of all Evil: 
or as Pſal. 73. 2. My Feet were almoſt gone, my Steps 
Bad well nigh fidden. O merciful Providence 
chat ſtept in fo opportunely to your relief. 


The Myllery of Pzovidence. 
(3. How many have been ſuffer'd to fall by 


he hand of Temptations, to the Reproach of Re- 


gion, and wounding of their own Conſciences 
o that degree, that they have never recovered 
ormer.Peace again; but lived in the world de- 
oid of Comfort co their dying day? | 
(4. How woful your caſe had been, if the 
Lord had not mercifully ſaved you from many 
thouſand Temptations, that have aſſaulted you? 
] tell you, you cannot eſtimate the Mercies you 


poſſeſs by Means of ſuch Providences. Are your 


Names ſweet, and your Conſciences peaceful, 


wo Mercies as dear to you as your two Eyes? 
Why ſurely, you owe them, if not wholly, yet 


in great Meaſure, to the Aids and Aſliſtances 
Providence hath given you all along the way you 


have paſſed through the dangerous tempting 


World to this Day. | 

Walk therefore ſuitably to this Obligation of 
Providence allo: And fee, | 

(I.) That you thankfully own it. Don't im- 
pute your Eſcapes from Sin to Accidents, or to 
your own Watchfulneſs or Wiſdom. 

(2.) See that you tempt not Providence on the 
other hand, by an irregular Reliance upon its 
Care over you, without taking all due Care of 


yourſelves. Keep you ſelves in the Love of God, Jude 
21. Keep your Hearts with all Diligence, Prov. 4. 234 


Thaugh Providence keep you, yet it is in the 
Way of your Duty. 
The Ninth Performance of Providence, 
od We: 
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Thus you ſee what Care Providence hath had Provides * 


over your Souls, in reventing the ſpiritual Dangers tial f 
; elſe would have befallen you im beef, 
Dangers. 


and Miſeries that 
way of Terwprations ; In the next Place I will ſhew 
Lo | you, 
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Hal. 17.8. you, that it hath been no leſs careful jo "are Bu. 
at 


—_ dies, and with how great Tenderneſs it 


me as the them in its Arms through innumerable hazards an 
Apple of dangers alſo. He is called the Keeper of Iſrael, tha 
thine Eye. never ſlumbereth nor ſleepeth, Pſal. 121. 4. The Pre 
The Eye ſerver of Men, Job J. 20. To diſplay the Glory 


hath . 3 6 
. this Providence before you, let us take into Con. 


guard it a- ſideration, the Perils into which the beſt of Mea 


carriu 


ainſt ſometimes fall, and the Way and Means by which R 


anger. f a 
Ars Providence preſerves them in thoſe Dangers. 


nea tunica, Jike a Spiders Web. (2.) Retiformis, [ike a Net, (3) U. 
vea, like a Berry. (4.) Cornea, like an Horn. (5.) Adnata tunica, 


the Cover or Lid of the Eye: Here is Guard upon Guard, reſembling th 


parious Ways Providence hath to ſecure us from Ruin. 


There are manifold Hazards into which we are 
often caſt in this World. The Apoſtle Paul gives 
us a general Account of his Dangers, in 2 Cor, 
11. 26. And how great a Wonder is it, that our 
Life hath not been extinguiſh'd in ſome of thoſe 
Dangers we have been in ? For, 
(1.) Have not ſome of us fallen, and that of- 


ten, into very dangerous Sickneſſes and Diſeaſes, 


in which we have approached to the very brink 
| of the Grave? and have or might have ſaid with 
See Tob Hezekiah, Ila. 38. 10. I ſaid in the cutting off of mj 
33- 18,19, Days, I ſhall go to the Gates of the Grave: I am de- 
- "ohh & pri ved of the Reſidue of my Years, Have we not of. 

ren bad the Sentence of Death in our ſelves? And 

our Bodies at that time been like a leaky Ship in 
Mr. Tho. g Storm (as one aptly reſembles it) that hath ta- 
* ken in Water on every ſide, till it was ready to 
— ſiak? Let hath: God preſerved, careened, and 
of Sn . launched us out again as well as ever. Oh what 
gain © a Wonder is it, that ſuch a crazy Body ſhould be 
0. 1 2. preſeryed for fo many Years, and ſurvive ſo ma- 
3 e A ny 
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ny Dangers ! Surely, it is not more admirable to The Eye is 


ee a Venice Glaſs paſs from Hand to Hand in con- but a 
:nual Uſe, for forty or fifty Years, and ſtill t/a" pp 
emain whole, notwithſtanding many knocks o * 


ad falls it hath had. If you enjoy Health or re- Phy cians 


over out of Sickneſſes, it is becauſe he puts none reckon no 
theſe Diſeaſes upon thee, or becauſe he is the Lord % = 
by Phyſician, Exod. 15. 26. Diſea ſes 


ident to it. Naſcuntur in eo leucoma, glaucoma, lippitudo, Z&- 


zophehalmia, ficus, lithiafis, epiphora & triginta id genus vitia. 


(2.) And how many deadly Dangers hath his 


Hand reſcued ſome of you from, in thoſe Years 
of Confuſion and publick Calamity, when the 


Sword was bached in Blood, and made horrid 
Slaughter, when it may be your Lives were often 
given you for a Prey? This David put a ſpecial 
Remark upon, Pſal. 140.7. O God the Lord, the 
Strengeb of my Salvation, thou haſt covered my 
Head in the Day of Battle. ok 
Beza being in France, in the firſt Civil War, and 
there toſſed up and down for two and twenty 


Months, recorded ſix hundred Deliverances from 


Dangers in that ſpace, for which he ſolemnly 
gave God Thanks in his laſt Teſtament. If the 
Sword deſtroyed you not, it was becaufe God 
did not give it a Commiſſion ſo to do. Ag 
(3.) Many of you have ſeen wonders of Salva- 
tion upon the deeps, where the hand of God hath 
been ſignally ſtretched forth for your reſcue and 
deliverance. This is elegantly expreſſed in Bſal. 
107.23, 24, 25, 26, 27. (Which I have * elſe- ge my 
where opened at large) concerning which, you Seaman's 
may ſay in a proper Senſe, what the P/almiſt doth Compani- 
metaphorically, Pal. 124. 1 & 4. If it had not been o . 4. 
the Lord who was on our ſide, then the Waters had 
| —_ 


Divine Conduct: Or, 
overwhelmed us, the Stream had gone over our Soul 
To ſee Men that have ſpent ſo many Years upon 
the Seas (where your Lives have continually hung 
in Suſpence before you) attain to your Years, 


when you could neither be reckon'd among th: 


Irving nor the dead (as Seamen are not : ) Oh, 
what cauſe have you to adore your great Prefer. 


'ver! Many thouſands of your Companions are 


gone down, and you yet here to praiſe the Lord 
among the living. You have bordered nearer t 
Eternity all your days than others, and often 


been in eminent Perils upon the Seas, ſurely ſuch, | 


and fo many Salvations call aloud upon you for 
moſt thankful Acknowledgments. 
(4.) To conclude,” how innutFerable Hazard; 


and Accidents, (the leaſt of which hath cur of 


Clark's 
Lives, p. 
262. 


others) hath God carried us all through ! I think 


I may ſafely ſay, your privitive and poſitive 


Mercies of this kind are more in number than the! 


airs of your Heads. Many thouſands of theſe 
angers we never ſaw, nor were made particular. 
I/ ſenſible of; but though we ſaw them not, our 
od did, and brought us out of Danger before he 


brought us into Fear. Some have been evident 


to us, and thoſe ſo remarkable, that we cannot 


think, or ſpeak of them to this day, but our Soul 
are freſhly affected with thoſe Mercies. 

It is recorded of our famous Jewell, that 2. 
bout the Beginning of Queen Mary's Reign, thi 
Inquifition taking hold of him in Oxford, he flet 
to London by Night : but providentially loſing 


the Road, he eſcaped the Inquiſftors, who purſued 
him: however, he fell that Nighc into anothe! 


eminent Hazard of Life, for wandering up and 
down in the Snow, he fainted, and lay ſtar 
ring in the way, panting and labouring for Lift 
1 1 
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„Nat which time Mr. Latimer's Servant found and 
Jared him. 

It were eaſie to multiply Examples in this 
kind, Hiſtories abounding with them; but I 
dink chere are few of us, but are furniſh'd out of 
» {our own experience abundantly ; fo that I ſhall 

'W rather chuſe to preſs home the ſenſe of theſe Pro- 
ridences upon you, in order to a ſuitable return 
to the God of your Mercies for them, than add 

re. Inſtances of this kind. To this purpoſe, 
['defire you ſeriouſly to weigh the following par- 
ch. ticulacs. 

tr.) Conſider what you owe to Providence for 
your Protection, by which your Life hath been 
protracted unto this day, with the uſefulneſs and 
of © comfort thereof. Look abroad in the World, and 
you may daily ſee ſome in every place, who are 
Objects of Pity, bereaved by fad accidents of all W 
| the Comforts of Life, whilſt in the mean time 4 Alf 
eſe Providence hath tenderly preſerved you, keeping ſess im- 
ar. a your Bones, ſo that not one of them is broken, Pſal. ſelf to e- 
e 34 20. Is not the elegant and comely Structure 2 
de of thy Body ſpoiled, thy Members diſtorted, or fel lu. 
m made ſo many Seats of Torment, the uſefulneſs 2rd 
of any part deprived? Why, this is becauſe Pro- through 
vidence never quitted its hand of thee ſince thou ie the 
cameſt out of the Womb, but with a watchful P "_ —= 
Eye and tender Hand hath guarded thee in eve- ;, 235 
ry Place, and kept thee as irs charge. — of 
13. 1 | ovi- 
dence, in Theol. Catechet. p. 191, 192, &c. and pi concludes in 
theſe Words, Denique, bod os Bonn mal 2 ab « — 
eteaturis omni tempote tibi impendent, mirabiliter liberaris ; in his 
N d quæ —  —— dang ry — ita ſe 

5 | 1 V3 tlam 
debes ſuſpicere & oor, 3 mg 
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(2.) Con? 
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(2. Conſider how every Member which hath 
been ſo tenderly kept, hath nevertheleſs been a 
Inſtrument of Sin againſt the Lord; and tha; 
not only in the days of your unregeneracy, when y 
ye yielded your Members as Inſtruments of Unright. 
ouſneſs unto Sin, (as the Apoſtle ſpeaks in Rom. 6, 
13.) but even ſince you gave them up in Cove. 

&nant unto the Lord, as dedicated Inſtruments to 
his Service: And yet how tender hath Providence 
been over them! You have often provoked him , 
to afflict you in every part, and lay penal Evil i 
upon every Member that hath been inſtrumental 
in moral Evil; but O how great have his com. 
paſſions been towards you, and his patience ad- 
mirable ! 15 7 

(3.) Conſider, what is the aim of Providence 

in all the tender care it hath manifeſted for you? 
why doth it protect you ſo aſſiduouſly, and ſuffer 
no evil to befal you? Is it not that you ſhould 
imploy your bodies for God, and cheerfully ap- 
ply your ſelves to that ſervice he hath called you 
to? Doubtleſs, this is the end and level of theſe 
Mercies ; for elſe to what purpoſe are they af. 
forded you ? Your Bodies are a part of Chriſt's 
purchaſe, as well as your Souls, 1 Con 6. 19. They 
are committed to the charge and tutelage of 

Angels, Heb. 1. 14. who have performed many 

ſervices for them. They are dedicated by your 
ſelves to the Lord, and that upon the higheſt ac- 
count, Rom. 12. 1. They have already been 
the ſubjects of manifold Mercies in this World, 
Pfſal. 35. 10. and ſhall partake of ſingular Glory 
and Happineſs in the World to come, Phil. 3. 
21. And ſhall they not then be employed, yea 
chearfully worn out in his ſervice? How rea- Bp c 
ſonable is it they ſhould be ſo ? Why are they fo 
IN . tenderly 
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enderly preſerved by God, if they muſt not be 
ſed for God ? 

The Tenth Performance of Providence. 
-* 

You have heard many and great things per- 1-viden- 
ormed for you by Divine Providence, in the f —_ 
ormer particulars; but there is an eminent fa- 2h Vork 
four it beſtows on the Saints, which hath not of Morti- 
yet been conſidered, and indeed is too little fication. 
tinded by us, and that is, The aid and afjiſtance it 
gives the people of God in the great work of Mortifi- 
ation. 

Mortification of our ſinful Affections and Paſ- 
jons, is the one half of our Sanctification, Rom. 
6. 1 I. dead indeed unto Sin, but alive unto God. 

It's the great Evidence of our Intereſt in Chriſt. 
See Gal. 5. 24. Rom. 6.5, 6, 7, 8, 9. 
Ir's our ſafety in the hour of Temptation. 
e corruptions in the World are through luſt, 
2 Pet. 1. 4. | 
Our 3 fitneſs for ſervice, depends 
uch upon it, 2 Tim. 2. 21. John 156. 2. How 
great 4 ſervice to our Souls therefore muſt that 
de, by which this bleſſed work is carried on up- » 
dn them ? 22 | 

Now there are two Means or Inſtruments im- 
loyed in this work. The Spirit, who effects it 
nernally, Rom. 8. 13. And Providence, which aſ- 
liſts it externally. The Spirit indeed is the princi- 
al Agent, upon whoſe operation the ſucceſs 
ff this work depends; and all the Providences 

the World can never effect it without him. 
ut theſe are ſecondary and ſubordinate means, 
hich by che bleſſing of the Spirit upon them, 
we a great ſtroke in the work. How they are 
0 ſerviceable to this end and purpoſe, I ſhall o- 
Xn in the following account. H (1.) 
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Hence it is, that the Spirit is ſaid to be in, ani 
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(.) More generally. The moſt wiſe Ge 

orders the Diſpenſations of Providence in a ble 
ſed Subordination to the Work of his Spiri 
There is a ſweet Harmony betwixt them in thei; 
diſtinct Workings. They all meet in that on 
bleſſed Iſſue which God hath by the Counſel « 
his Will directed them to, Eph. 1. 11. Rom. 8. 23 


order the Motions of the Wheels of Providenc, 
Ezek. 1.20. and ſo they move together by con 
ſent. Now, One great part of the Spirit's inte, 
nal Work, being to deſtroy Sin in the Peopled 
God; ſee how conformable to his deſign, exterf 
nal Providences are ſteer'd and order'd in the fol. 
lowing Particulars. 

(1.) There is in all the Regenerate a ſtrone 
Propenſion and Inclination to Sin, and in tha 
liesa principal part of the Power of Sin. 0! 
this Paul ſadly complains, Rom. 7. 23. But I ſe 
another Law in my Members, warring againſt the Lav 
of my Mind, and bringing me into Captivity to th 
Law of Sin, which is in my Members : and ever) 
Believer daily finds it to his Grief. O it's hard, 
it's hard to forbear thoſe things that grieve Gol. 
God hath made an Hedge, about us, and fence 
us againſt Sin by his Laws; but there is a Prone. 
neſs in Nature to break over the Hedge, and tha 
againſt the very Reluctations of the Spirit of God 
in us. Now ſee, in this Caſe, the Concurrencs 
and Aſſiſtance of Providence for the Prevention 
of Sin; look, as the Spirit internally reſiſts thok 
ſinful Inclinations, ſo Providence externally lay! 
Bars and Blocks in our way to hinder and pre 
vent Sin: and this is the meaning of thoſe place 
lately cited, Hoſea 2. 6. & 2 Cor. 12. 7. So Ja 

* 33-17,18, 19. There is many a bodily nr 
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per inflicted on this very Score, to be a Clog to 
prevent Sin: Oh bear them patiently upon this 


in Confideration. Bafil was ſorely grieved with an 


inveterate Head-ach, he earneſtly prays it might 


be removed ; God removed it ; but no ſooner 
was he'freed of this Clog, but he felt the inordi- 


nate Motions of Luſt ; which made him pray for 


his Head-ach again. So it might be with many 


of us, if our Clogs were off. 
A Queſtion may be moved here, M bether it be 


be Genius and Property of a gracious Spirit, to for- 

bear Sin, becauſe of the rod of Aſfliction? They have 

1 -oþ higher Motives and nobler Principles than 
8. 


theſe. This is the Temper of a carnal and fla- 
viſh Spirit. ks 

Indeed it is ſo, when this is the ſole or pritt- 
cipal Reſtraint from Sin : when a Man abhors 
not Sin, becauſe of the intrinſick Filth, but only 
becauſe of the troubleſome Conſequents and Effects. 
But this is vaſtly different from the Caſe of the 
Saints under ſanctifſied Afflictions; for as they 
have higher Motives and nobler Principles, ſo the 
have lower and more ſenſible ones too; and theſe 


ue, in their kind and 1 very uſeful to them. 


2.) Beſides, you muſt know, that Afflictions 
workin another way upon gracious Hearts to 
reſtrain them from Sin, or warn them againſt 
din, than they do upon others. It is not ſo much 
the Smart of the Rod which they feel, as the To- 
kens of God's Diſpleaſure, which affright and 
ſcare them, Job 10. 17. Thou reneweſt thy Mitneſ- 


ſes againſt me, 8c. and this is that which princi- 


pally affects them. See Pſal. 6. 1. O Lord, re- 
buke me no in thine Anger, neither chaſten me in thy 
but Diſpleaſure : and Fer. 10. 24. O Lord, correct 
me, but with Fudgment, not in thy Anger, leſt 
* H 2 thou 


Sol. 


© Bſvine Conduct: Or, 


thou bring me to nothing : and ſurely this is no lou 
and common Argument. | 
(2.) Notwithſtanding this double Fence 

God's Command, and preventive Afflictions, ye 
Sin is too hard for the beſt of Men: their Cor. 
ruptions carry them through all to Sin. Ani 
when it is ſo, not only doth the Spirit work inter. 
nally, but Providence allo works externally in 
order to their Reductian. The Ways of Sin are 
not only made bitter unto them, by the Remork: 
of Conſcience, but by thoſe afflictive Rods up- 
on the outward Man, with which God alſo fol. 
lows it; and in both theſe Reſpect 
place expounded, Eecleſ. 10. 8. Mboſo breaketh an 
Hedge, a Serpent ſhall bite bim. If, as ſore expound 
it, the Hedge be the Law of God, then the Ser- 

ent is the Remorſe of Conſcience, and the ſharp 
Teeth of Afii&iom, which he ſhall quickly feel, 
if he be one that belongs to God. 

The Deſign and Aim of theſe afflictive Provi- 
dences, is to purge and cleanſe them from that 
Pollution into which Temptations have plunged 
them, I/. 27. 9. By this ſhall the Iniquity of Jacob 
be purged, and this is all the Fruit, to take away bit 
Sin. To the ſame purpoſe is that place, P/al, 
119. 67. Before I was afflicted 1 went aſtray, but 
now have I kept thy Word, Theſe Afflictions have 
the ſame uſe and end to our Souls, that froſty 
Weather hath upon thoſe Clothes that are laid 
a bleaching ; they alcer the Hue, and make it 
whiter, Dan. 10. 35. And ſome of them of Under- 
ſtanding ſhall fall to try them, and to purge, and to 
matte them white, BY 
And here it may be queried, Upon wþat account 
Aſflictions are ſaid to purge away the Iniquities of 
the Saints. Is it not unwarrantable, and very diſbo- 


wourable 


s, I find that] 


an 


2 
an 
an 
th 
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nowrable to Chriſt, to attribute that to Affiition,which 
is the peculiar Honour of his Blood? 
It is confeſſed, that the Blood of Chriſt is the 
only Lavatory, or Fountain opened for Sin, and 
that no Afflictions, how many, or ftrong, or con- 
tinual ſoever they be, can in themſelves purge 
away the Pollution of Sin, as we ſee in wicked 
Men, who are afflicted and afflicted, and again 
brſe afflicted ; and yet, nevertheleſs finful: and the 
Torments of Hell, how extream, univerſal and 
fol. ¶ continual ſoever they are, yet ſhall never fetch 
ha out the Stain of one Sin. | 

But yet, this hinders not, but that a ſanctified 
Affliction, may in the Efficacy and Virtue of 
er-. Chriſt's Blood, produce ſuch bleſſed Effects upon 
up the Soul. Though a Croſs without a Chriſt, never 
e, did any Man good, yet thouſands have been be- 
holden to the Croſs, as it hath wrought in the 
Virtue of his Death for their good. And this is 
the Caſe of thoſe Souls that this Diſcourſe is con- 
cerned about. $77 

(3.) We find the beſt Hearts, if God beſto 
any comfortable Enjoyment upon them, too apt 
to be over-heated in their Affections towards it, 
and to be too much taken up with theſe outward 
e © Comforts. This alſo ſhewerh the great Power 
ad Strength of Corruption in the People of God, 
] 


dl mult by ſome means or other be mortifiedin 
= This was the Caſe of Hezekiab; his Heart was 
too much affected wich his Treaſures; ſo that he 
could not hide a vain-glorious Temper, as you 
find, / 39. 2. and ſo good David, Pſal. 30. 7. 
he thought his Mountain, (i. e. his Kingdom, 


and the Splendor and Glory of his preſent State) 


had ſtood ſo faſt, that ir ſhould never be moved. 


r0g 
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The ſame good Man, how did he let out bis 
Heart and Affections upon his beautiful Son 46. 
ſalom? as appears by the doleful Lamentation he ſj 
made at his Death, prizing him above his own | 
Life, which was a thouſand times more worth Wand 
than he. | or E 
So Fonah, when God raiſed up a Gourd for Wprid 
him to ſhelter him from the Sun, how exceſlive- Nin it 
ly was he taken with it, and was exceedingly Wer & 
glad of it? 1 bis ] 
But will God ſuffer things to lie thus? Shall Dre 
the Creature purloin, and draw away our Affe. Neil. 
ctions from him? No, this is our Corruption, Pri. 
and God will purge it. And to this end he ſend Th 
forth Providence to ſmite thoſe Creatures, on N wo 
which our Affections are either inordinately or Þ ru 
exceſſively let out, or elſe to turn them into Rods, af 
and ſmite us by them. 
- Is Hezekiab too much puffed up with his full N hit 
Exchequer? Why, thoſe very Babyloniant to whom ¶ Sei 
he boaſted of it, ſhall empty it, and make a Prey ¶ he 
of it, Ia. 39. 6. i Hae 
Is David hugging himſelf in a fond Conceit of cr: 
the Stability of his earthly Splendor? Lo, how th 
foon God beclouds all, Pſal. 30. 7. Is Abſalon ¶ fo 
doted on, and crept too far into his good Father; N of 
Heart? this ſhall be the Son of his Sorrow, that th 
ſhall ſeek after his Father's Life. 2443 
Is Jonah ſo tranſported with his Gourd? God ke 
will prepare a Worm to ſtnite it, Fonah 4. 6, 7. 8 


How many: Husbands, Wiv es and Children d. 
hath Provideme ſmitten upon this very Account? b 


It might have ſpared them longer, if they had f 
been loyed more regularly, and moderately. b 
This hath blaſted many an Eſtate, and hopeful 2 
Project; and it is a merciful Diſpenſation for out I t 
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(4. The Strength of our unmortified Cor- 
Fuption ſhews it ſelf in our Pride, and the ſwel- 


and Eſteem among Men; when we are applauded 
and honoured, when we are admired for any Gifc 
or Excellency that is in us, this draws forth the 
Pride of the Heart, and ſhews the Vanity that is 
init. So you read, Prov. 27. 21. As the fining Pot 
or Silver, and the Furnace for Gold, ſo is a Man to 
bis Praiſe ; i. e. as the Furnace will diſcover what 
Droſs is in the Mettal when it is melted, fo 
Will Praiſe and Commendations diſcover what 
On, Pride is in the Heart of him that receives them. 
nds This made a good Man ſay, He that praiſes me, 
on ¶ wounds me. And which is more ſtrange, this Cor- 
or Eruption may be felt in the Heart, even when the 
ds, laſt Breath is ready to expire. It was the Saying 
of one of the German Divines, when thoſe about 
him recounted for his Encouragement the many 
Services he had done for God, auferte ignem ({aith 
he) adhuc enim paleas babeo. Take away the Fire, 
for there is ſtill the Chaff of Pride in me. To 
crucify this Corruption, Providence takes off 
the Bridle of Reſtraint from ungodly Men, and 
ſometimes permits them to traduce the Names 
of God's Servants, as Sbimei did David's. Yea, 
they ſhall fall into diſeſteem among their Friends, 
as Paul did among the Corinthians; and all this to 
keep down the ſwelling of their Spirits at the 
Senſe of thoſe Excellencies that are in them: The 
deſign of theſe Providences being nothing elle, 
but to bide Pride _ Man. Lea, it deſerves a 
ſpecial Remark, that when ſome good Men have 
been engaged in a publick and eminent Work, 
and have therein, it may be, too much Lught 
their own Applauſe, God hath nao uſua 


H 4 


ling Vanity of our Hearts, when we have a Name 
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Aſſiſtance at ſuch times from them, and cauſe 


them to falter ſo in their Work, that they hav: 


come off with Shame and Pity at ſuch times, hoy 
ready and preſential ſoever they have been at o 
ther times. It were eaſy to give divers remark. 
able Examples to confirm this Obſervation. But 
J paſs on. 

(F. The Corruption of the Heart ſhews i 
ſelf, in raiſing up great Expectations to our ſelve 
from the Creature, and projecting abundance df 
Felicity and Contentment from fome promiſing 
and hopeful Enjoyments we have in the World 


This we find to have been the Caſe of holy Jul 


| in the Days of his Proſperity, Fob 28. 19. Then! 


aid, I ſhall die in my Neſt, I ſhall multiply my Day: 
ſs the Sand. But how bon — all theſe Expe- 
ations daſht by a gloomy Providence, that be. 
nighted him in the Noon-tide of his Proſperity; 
and all this for his good, to take off his Hear 
more fully from Creature Expectations. We of- 
ten find the beſt Men to over-reckon themſelves 


in worldly things, and over- act their Confiden- 


ces about them. They that have great and well 
grounded Expectations from Heaven, may have 


too great and ungrounded Expectations from the 


Earth. But when it is ſo, it's very uſual for 


Providence to undermine their Earthly Hopes, 


and convince them by experience how vain they 
are. Thus Haggai2. 9. the Peoples Hearts were 
intently fet upon proſperous Providences, full 


Harveſts, and great Increaſe ; whilſt in the mean 


while no regard was had to the Worſhip of 
God; and the things of his Houſe ; therefore 


Providence blaſts their Hopes, and brings them 
PWW vo 7h io fg Bas 


+ 


(6.) Cor- 


Che Myſtery of P2ovidence. _ 
6.) Corruption diſcovers it ſelf in dependance | 
pon Creature Comforts, and ſenſible Props. S 
dn how apt are the beſt Men to lean upon thoſe 
dings, and ſtay chemſelves upon them! Thus 
id Iſrael ſtay themſelves upon Egypt, às 2 feeble 
an would lean upon his Staff; but God ſuffered 
it both to fail them, and wound them, Exek. 29. 
6,7, 8. So for ſingle Perſons, how Apt are they 
o depend upon their ſenſible Supports? Thus 
we lean on our Relations, and the inward 
Thoughts of our Hearts Are, that they ſhall be to 
as ſo many Springs of Comfort to refreſh us 
| throughout our Lives: but God will ſhew us b 
his Providence Our Miſtake and Error in theſe 
things. Thus an Husband is ſmitten, to draw 
the Soul of a Wife nearer co God, in dependance 
upon him, 1 Tim. ß. 5. So for Children, We are 
apt to ſay of this Or that Child, as Lamech o 
Noab, Gen. J. 29. This ſame ſhall comfort as; but 
the Wind paſſes over theſe Flowers, and they Are 
76 withered, to teach us, that our Happineſs 15 not 
en. bound up in theſe Enjoyments. So for our 
ell. Eater, when the World ſmiles upon us, and we 
ve have got a warm Neſt, how do we propheſy of 
the Reſt and Peace in thoſe Acquiſitions, minding 
for with good Baruch, great things for our ſelves ; 
e but Providence by a particular or general Cala- 
ey mity overturns our Projects, as Jer. 45- 4, J. An 
ore all this to reduce our Hearts from the Creature, 
ful to God, our only Reſt. 
an (7.) Corruption diſcovers its Strength in 
of good Men, by their adberence to things below, 
oe and lothneſs to go hence. This often proceeds 
em from the engaging Enjoyments and pleaſant Frui- 
tions we have here below. Pro 
this Inclination in the Saints, (1 


{ 


e 
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enſnaring Comforts before-hand, making all q 
moſt of our pleaſant things to die before 
(2.) 4 imbittering this World to us, by the troy, 
bles of it. (3.) By making Life undeſirable 
through the Pains and Infirmities we feel in the 
Body, and ſo looſing our Root, in order to ou 
more eaſy Fall by the fatal Stroke. 


Head; but before I paſs from this, I cannot bu 
make a pauſe, and deſire. you, with me, to ſtan 
in an holy Amazement, and wonder at the Deal. 
ings of God with ſuch poor Worms as we are 


Surely God deals familiarly with Men! his Con. 


defcenſions to his own Clay are aſtoniſhing ! All 


That I ſhall note at preſent about it, ſhall be un. 


der theſe three Heads, wherein I find the Matter 
den preſent Meditations. ſummed up by the 


— 


Hans, Pſal. 1 44. 3. Lord, what is Man, that thi 


#akeſt knowledge of him? or the Son of Man, that thou 
ma keſt account of him? And in this Scripture you 
have repreſented, | T 

1. The immenſe and tranſcendent Greatneſs of 
God, who is infinitely above us and all our 


Thoughts, Fob rx. J, 8, 9. Canſt thou by ſearching 


fand out God? canſt thou find out the Almighty unto 
ion? It is as high as Heaven, what canſt thou 
do ? deeper than Hell, what cenſt thou know ? The 


" Meaſtire thereof is langer than the Earth, and broader 


- than the Sea. 2 Chron. 2. 6. The Heaven, and Hea- 


ven of Heavens cannot contain him. Exod. 15. 11. 
He is glorious in Holineſs, fearful in Praiſes, doing 
Wonders. When the Scripture ſpeaks of him com- 
paratively, ſee how it expreſſes his Greatneſs, !/a, 
40. 15, 16, 17. Behold the Nations are as the Drop 
of 4 Bucket, and are counted as the ſmall Duſt of the 
Balance: Behold he taketh up the Tſles as @ very = 
* Ay | f ing. 


hing 
11 


And thus I have finiſhed the Second Generi 1 


The Myllery of Pꝛovidence. 
in, And Lebanon « not ſufficient to burn, nor the 
TT, thereof ſufficient for a Burnt-offering. All 
tis. before him are as nothing, and they are ac- 
unted to him leſs than nothing and Vanity, When 
he holieſt Men have addreſt themſelves to him, 
2 with what Humility and deep Adoration they 
ave ſpoken of him and to him! I/. 6, 5. Wo is 
we, for I am undone, becauſe I am a Man of unclean 
ps, and I will dwell in the midſt of a People of unclean 
ps : for mine Eyes have ſeen the King, the Lord of 
ofs. Nay, =: Reſpects the very Angels. of 
Heaven have of that Glorious Majeſty, you may 
ſee, Ver. 2, 3. Each one had [ix Wings, with twain 
he covered his Face, and with twain he covered his 
in. Feet, and with twain he did fly. And one cried un- 
ter io another, and ſaid, Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of 
he Hog; the whole Earth is full of his Glory, _ © 
n The Baſeneſs, Vileneſs, and utter Unworthi- 
os neſs of Man, yea the holieſt and beſt of Men, be- 
du fore God, P/al. 39. 5. Verily every Man, at hu beſt 

Eſtate, is altogether Vanity. Every Man, take where 
of you will, and every Man, in his beſt Eſtate, or 
ir ſtanding in his freſheſt Glory, is, not only Vanity, 
but altogether Vanity. Col Adam col Hebel, every 
1% Man is every Vanity. For do but conſider the | 
beſt of Men in their Extra&ion, in their Conſtitu- . 
e in, and in their outward Condition, | 
r (.) In their Extraction, Eph. 2. 3. By Nature 
Children of Wrath, even as others, The Blood that 
. wel in our Veins is as much tainted as theirs in 
| e ; | 
- (44). Conſider them in their Conſtitution and 
„natural Temper, and it is no better, yea, in many a 


J. 
vorſe Tempegthan in Reprobates: and tho Grace 
[4 
e 


i111 


depoſe Sin in them from the Throne; yet O what 
vitenſive and God-provoking Corruptions daily 


break out of the beſt Hearts. (3) 
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(3.) Conſider them in their outward Conditi 
and they are inferiour (for the moſt part) . 
others, 1 Cor. 1. 26, 27, 28, &c. and Matth, u. 
25. Ithanb thee, O Father (faith Chriſt) ha tu 
haſt hid theſe things from the Wiſe and Prudent, ali 
baſt revealed them unto Babes. | 7 
And now let us conſider, and admire, that eye 
this Great and Bleſſed God ſhould be ſo mug 
concerned as you have heard he is in all his P.. 
vidences about ſuch vile deſpigable Worms x 
we are! He needs us not, but Herfecchy bleſſel 
and happy in himſelf without us. We can adi ;. 
nothing to him, Fob 22. 2. Can 4 Man be pri. ¶ yot 
table to God? No, the holieſt of Men add no- Te 
thing to him; yet ſee how great account he ten 


makes of us. For, S 


+ "gh 


x. Doth not his eternal ele&ing Love beſpeak N yid 
the dear account he made of us, Eph. 1. 4, f. Neu 
How antient, how free, and how aſtoniſhing iſ fro 
this Act of Grace! This is that Deſign which all Nl 
Providences are in purſuit of, and will not reſt N pet 
till they have executed. 1 * 
2. Doth not the Gift of his only Son out of his MWPri 
Boſom ſpeak this Truth, That God makes great I the 
account of this vile thing Man? Never was Man 
ſo magnified before. If David could ſay, Pal. N ca 
8. 3. When I conſider the Heavens, the Work of th N gr 
Hinds, the Moon and Stars which thou haſt ordained, ¶ nc 
Lord, what is Man? How much more may we Wto 
ſay, When we conſider thy Son, that lay in thy WW be 
Boſom, his infinite Excellency, and unſpeakable Il pa 
Dearneſs to thee; Lord, what is Man, that WO 

th 
Y 
{t 


ſuch a Chriſt ſhould be delivered to Death for him 
for bim, and not for fallen Angels! Heb. 2. 19. 
for bim, when in a State of Enmity with God! 


Rom, 5. 8. 
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3. Doth not the Aſſiduity of his providen- 
al Care for us, ſpeak his Eſteem of us? I/. 27. 
. Left any burt it, I will keep it night and day. He 
« 11 Writhdraweth not his ve from the righteous, Job 36.7. 
No, not a Momeir:*all their Days; for did he ſo, 
al thouſand Miſchiefs in that Moment would ruſh 
n upon him, and ruin him. 

4. Doth not the Tenderneſs of his Providence 
ſpeak his Eſteem of us? Iſa. 66. 13. As one whom 
bis Mother comforteth, ſo will I comfort you. He 
comforts his (viz. by refreſhing Providences) as 
an indulgent Mother her tender Child. So I/. 31. 
5. As Birds flying, viz. to their Neſts, when their 
roſe young are in danger, ſo he defends his. No segn 
no-W Tenderneſs in the Creature can ſhadow forth the 
he tender Bowels of the Creator. 

| 5. Doth not the Variety of the Fruits of his Pro- 
ea Wl vidence ſpeak it? Lam. 3. 23. Our Mercies are new 
een Morning. See Pſal. 40. J. It is a Fountain 
from which do ſtream forth {iritual and tempo- 
all Wral, ordinary and extraordinary, publick and 
elt Wperſonal Mercies, Mercies without Number. 

6. Doth not the Miniſtration of Angels in the 
Providential Kingdom ſpeak it? Heb. x. ult. Are 
they not all miniſtring Spirits ſent forth, &c. | 

7. Doth not the Providence which this Day 
calls us to celebrate the Memory of, beſpeak the 
great Account God hath for his People? O if 
not ſo, why had we not been given up as a Prey preaches 
to their Teeth ? See P/al. 124. If the Lord had not Novem. 3. 
been on our ſide then wickgd Men, there com- 
par d to Fire, Water, wild Beaſts, had devour'd us. 
O bleſſed be God for that teeming Providence 
that hath already brought forth more than ſeventy 
Years Liberty and Peace to the Church of God. I 
hall move in behalf of this Providence, that 5 
Wo 
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would do by it, as the Jews by their Purim, EA 
9. 27, 28. and the rather, becauſe we ſeem ng 
to be as near Danger by the ſame Enemy as eve 
fince that time: And it ſuck 1 Mercy as this K 
forgotten, God may ſay as Judges 10. 13. I wil 
delirver you no more. 

The Third General Head. 

Having proved the Concernments of the Peg. 
ple of God to be conducted by the Care of ſpeci. 
al Providence, and given Inſtances in the ten 
laſt named Heads, what Influence Providencg 


hath upon thoſe Intereſts and Concerns of thein N 
among the reſt ; we come in the next place to 


prove it to bethe Duty of the People of God, to 
reflect upon theſe Performances of Providence for 


them, at all times, but eſpecially in times of 


Straits and Troubles. 


This I will evidence to be your unqueſtionable 
Duty, by the following Particulars. | 

1. This is our Duty, becauſe God hath expreſly 
commanded it, and called his People to make the 
moſt ſerious Reflections, and Animadverſions up- 
on his Works, whether of Mercy or Judgment. 
So when that dreadfulleſt of all Judgments was 
executed upon his profeſſing People for their A- 

ſtaſie from God, and God had removed the 
Symbols of his Preſence from among them, the 


reſt are bid to go, (i. e.) by their Meditations, 


(to ſend at leaſt their Thoughts) to Shiloh, and 
ſee what God did to 1 7. 12. So for Mercies, 
God calls us to conſidir and review them, Micab 
6. 5. Remember O my People from Shittim unto Gil- 
gal, that ye may know the Faithfulneſs of the Lord, 
9.4. if you reflect not upon that ſignal Providence, 
my Faithfulneſs will be covered, and your Un- 


8 | vidence 


1 


faichfulneſ⸗ diſcover d. So for God's Works of Pro- 


dence about the Creatures, we are called to con- 
der them, that we may propup our Faith by thoſe 
ynſiderations for our own Supplies, Matth. 6. 
8. conſider the Fowls and Lillies. 

2. It's plain, that this is our Duty, becauſe the 
eglect of it is every where in Scripture condem« 
ed as a Sin. To be of an heedleſs inobſervanc 
ſemper is very diſpleaſing to God; and ſo much 
ppears by that Scripture, 1/2. 26. 11. Lord when 
by Hand is lifted up, they will not ſee, Nay, it is a 
din, which God threatens and denounces Woe a- 
minſt in his Word, Pſal. 28. 4, 5. and I/. 5. 12, 
. Yea, God not only threatens, but ſmites Men 
ith viſible Judgments for this Sin, Fob 34. 26, 27. 
And for this En 

oly Ghoſt hath affixed thoſe Notes of Attention 
Ko the Narrative of the Works of Providence in 
ipture, all which do invite and call Men to a 
due and dear Obſervation of them. So in that 
great and celebrated Work of Providence, in de- 
lwering 1/rae/ out of Egyptian Bondage, you find 
2 Note of Attention twice affixed to it, Exod. 3. 
2, 9. So When that daring Enemy, Rabſheka (that 
put Hez.ekiah and all the People into ſuch a Con- 
ſternation) was defeated by Providence, there is 
2 Note of Attention prefix d to that Providence, 
2 Kings 19. 7. Behold, Iwill ſend a Blaſt upon him, 


Hands, a double Note of Attention is affixed to that 
double Work of Providence, Pſal. 9. 16. Higgai- 


contains a remarkable Series or Branch of Provi- 
dence, how particularly is Attention commanded 
to every one ot them, Kev. 6. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 8 7. 

ome 
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d and Purpoſe it is, that the 


&. So when God glorifies his Wiſdom and Pow- 
er, in delivering his People from their Enemies, 
and enſnaring them in the Works of their own. 


op ſelab. So at the opening of every Seal w ich- 
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Come and ſee, come and ſee. All theſe are very uf. 
leſs and ſuperfluous Additions in Scripture, ifng 
ſuch Duty lies upon us. See Pſal. 66. 5. 


4- Without due Obſervation of the Work off; 
Providence, no Praiſe can be render'd to God fa 


any of them. Praiſe and Thankſgiving for Mer. 
cies depend upon this Act of Obſervation of then 
and cannot be performed without it. Pſalm 10) 
is ſpent in Narratives of God's Providential Car 
of Men. To. his People in ſtraits, wer. 4, 5,6, 
To Priſoners in their Bonds, ver. 10, 11, 12. Ty 
Men that lie languiſhing upon Beds of Sickneſ,, 
ver. 17, 18, 19. To Seamen upon the ſtormy O. 
cean, ver. 23, Cc. To Men in Times of Famine, 
ver. 33, to ver. 40. Yea, his Providence is dil. 
played in all thoſe Changes that fall out in the 
World, debaſing the high, and exalting the low, 
ver. 40, 41. and at every Paragraph Men are till 
called upon to praiſe God for each of theſe Pro- 
vidences: but ver. ult. ſhews you what a neceſſi- 
y Ingredient to that Duty, Obſervation is, Vb. 
is wiſe, and will obſerve theſe things; even thy 
ſhall underſtand the loving Kindneſs of the Lord. So 
that of Neceſſity God muſt be defrauded of his 
Praiſe, if this Duty be neglected. 
F. Without this, we loſe the Uſefulneſs and Be- 
nefic of all the Works of God for us or others, 
which would be an unſpeakable Loſs indeed to 
us. This is the Food our Faith lives upon in 
Days of Diſtreſs, Pſal. 74. 14. Thou breakeſt th: 
Heads f Leviathan in Pieces, and gaveſt bim to bt 
Meat to the People inhabiting the Wilderneſs 3 (i. e. 
Food to their Faith. From Providences paſt, 
Saints uſe to argue to freſh and new ones to 
come. So David, 1 Sam. 17. 37. The Lord that 
Aduli vered me out of the Paw of the Lion, 1 
ws.) | | 


* 
* 
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uſe. g Paw of the Bear, he will deliver me out of the 
it of Hand. of this Philiſtine. So Paul, 2 Cor. 1. 10. Who 
Lth delivered, and in whom alſo we truſt, that; he 


rk will yet deliver. If theſe be forgotten or not con- 
d fofWdered, the Hands of Faich hang down. See 
Mert b. 16. 9. How is it that. ye do not remember, 


wither confider ? This is a Topick from which the 


10% {Saints had uſed to draw their Arguments in Pray- 
Par Mer for new Mercies. As Moſes, Numb. 14.19. 
5, 6. when he prays for continued or new Pardons for 
Io the People, he argues from what was paſt, As 
els, Whos haſt forgiven them from Egypt until now, S0 
Ode Church, 1/2. 51.9, 10. argues for new Pro- 
ine, Nridences; upon the ſame ground Moſes pleaded 
dil Wor new Pardons. .' ' #F- 


It is a vile ſlighting of God, not to obſerve 
what of himſelf he manifeſts in his Providences. 
For in all Providences, eſpecially in ſome, he 
omes nigh to us. He doth ſo in his Judgments, 
al. 3. 5. Iwill comenigh to you in Judgment. Be 
omes nigh in Mercies alſo, Pſal. 145. 18. 
ey {The Lord is nigh unto all them that call upon him, &c. 
S0 ea, he is ſaid to viſit us by his Providence when 
his Whe correcta, Hoſea 9.7. and when he ſaves and 

delivers, Pſal. 106. 4. Theſe Viſitations of God 
3- Npreſerve our Spirits; Job 10. 12. And it is a 
wonderful Conieſcenſion in the great God to vi- 
to At us ſo often, Job 7. 18. every Morning and every 
Moment; But not to take notice of it, is a vile 
nd brutiſh Contempt of God, 1/a. 1. 3. Zepk; 3. 
2. You would not do ſo by a Man for whom you 
we any reſpect. It's the Character of the 
wicked, not to regard God's Favours, Ja. 26. 
(0 ro. or Frowns,' Fer. 5. 3. 5 85 
. Ina word, Men can never order their Addref- 
Fo in een. to their Conditions, 


with- 
. 


— 
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without due obſervation of his Providences. Your 


Prayers are to be ſuitable to your Conditions: 


ſometimes we are called to Praiſe, ſometimes to 
Humiliation. In the way of his Judgments you 
are to wait for him, 1/a. 26. 8. to prepare to meet 
him, Zepb. 2. 1, 2. Amos 4.12. Now your Buſj 
neſs is to turn away his Anger, which you ſee ap- 
proaching. And ſometimes you are called to 

iſe him for Mercies received, I/. 12. 1, 2. but 
then you muſt firſt obſerve them. 

Thus you find the Matter of David's Pſalms 
ſtill varied, according to the Providences that be- 
fell him: but an inobſervant heedleſs Spirit can 
never do it. And thus you have the Grounds df 
the Duty briefly repreſented. We paſs on to, 

85 Tbe Fourth General Head. 

Let us next (according to our Method pro- 
poſed) proceed to ſhew, in what manner we are 
to reflect upon the Performances of Providence fot 
And certainly, it is not every ſlight and 
tranſient Glance, nor every cold hiſtorical, un- 
affecting Rehearſal, or Recognition of his Pro. 
vidences towards you, that will paſs with God, 
for'a diſcharge of this great Duty. No, no, it 
is another manner of Buſineſs than the moſt d 
Men underſtand it to be. O that we were but 
acquainted with this heavenly ſpiritual Exerciſe! 
how ſweet would it make our Lives! how light 
would it make our Burdens ! Ah Sirs you lite 
eſtranged from the Pleaſure of the Chriſtian Life, 
while you live in the ignorance or neglect of this 
Duty. Now to lead you up to this heavenly, 
{weet and profitable Exerciſe, I will beg you 
attention to the following Directions. 

8 The Firſt Direction. | 
Labour to get as full and thorough it ion. 
| ; 


Ss Kas. 
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the Providences of God about you, from firſt to laſt, 
jon are able. O fill your Hearts with the 

— — of him and his Ways. If a ſingle Act of 
Providence be ſo raviſhing and tranſporting, what 
would many ſuch be, if they were preſented to- 
gether to the view of the Soul? If one Star be fo 
beautiful to behold, what is a Conſtellation ! Let 
four Reflection therefore upon the Acts and 
Workings of Providence for you, be full exten- 
(1.) Let them be as extenſively full as may be. 
be · ¶ Search backward into all the Performances of 
can Providence throughout your Lives. So did Aſaph 
is of in Pſal. 77. 11, 12. I will remember the Works of the 
„ Led e ſurely I will remember thy Wonders of old: 1 
will meditate of all thy Works, and talk of thy Do- 
ings. He laboured to recover and revive the 
antient Providences of God's Mercies many years 
paſt, and fuck a freſh Sweetneſs out of them by 
new Reviews of them. Ah, Sirs, let me tell you, 
there is not ſuch a pleaſant Hifory for you to 
read in all the World, as the #ifory of your own 
Lives, if you would but ſit down, and record to 
your ſelves from the beginning hitherto, what 
God hath been to you, and done for you; what 
ſignal Manifeſtations, and Out- breakings of his 
Mercy, Faithfulneſs and Love, there have been 
in all the Conditions you have paſt through: if 
your Hearts do not melt before you have gone 
half through that Hiſtory, they are hard Hearts 
indeed. Ay Father, the Guide of my Yourh. . 

(2.) Let them be as intenſively full as may be. 
Let not your Thoughts ſwim like Feathers upon 
the Surface of the Waters, but fink like Lead to 
the bottom. The Works of the Lord are great, ſought 
out en tberein, Plal. * - 
8 2 Doe 


— 
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Not that I think it feaſible to ſound the Depth 
of Providence by our ſhort Line, Pſal. 77. 19, 
Thy Way is in the Sea, and thy Path in the great Wa | 
ters, and thy Fobi ſteps are not known but it's Our Wo 
Duty to dive as far as we can, and to admire the den 
Depth, when we cannot touch the Bottom. Iris cal 
in dur viewing Providences, as it was with Eli. W'”" 
jatfs Servant, when he looked out for Rain, "© 
r Kings 18. 44. he went out once, and viewed 
the Heavens, and ſaw nothing; but the Pr. phe oth 
bids him go again and again, and look upon the Nba. 
Face of Heaven ſeven times; and when he had fil 
done ſo, What now, ſaith the Prophet? O now, W®P 
ſaich he, I ſee a Cloud riſing like a Man Hand ; and Pre 
then, keeping his Eye upon it intent, he ſces the 
whole Face of Heaven covered with Clouds. So ſpe 
you may look upon ſome: Providences once and Ne 
again, and ſee little or nothing in them; but N 
look [even 3imes, i. e. meditate often upon it, and 
you ſhall ſee its increaſing; Glory, like that in- ſpe 
cteaſing Clouae. 452. 
Tbere are divers things to be diſtinctly pon- I 
dered and valued in one ſingle Providence, be- 
fore you can judge the amount and worth of it: Pre 
As, {1.) The Seaſonablene/s.of Mercy may give it 
Avery great Value. When it ſhall be timed ſo 
7 opportunely, and fall out in ſuch. a nick, as may 
male ita thouſand- fold more conſiderable to you 
than the ſame Mercy would have been at ano- the 
ther time. Thus when our Wants are ſuffered to 
Y grow to an extremity, and all viſible Hopes fail, 
F ; thentothaverelief given in, wonderfully enhances 
/ ithePrice of ſuch a Mercy, 1{/a. 41. 17 18. 
© ©1 (2.) The pecaliar Care and Kindneſs. of Provi- 
dence to us, i a Conſideration which exceeding|y 
heightens the Mercy in it ſelf, and endears it to 
90 "Is Wah; 
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Ius. So, when in general Calamities upon the 
World, we are exempted by the favour of Provi- 
dence, covered under its Wings; when God ſhall 
call to us in evil Days, Come, my People, enter thou 
into thy Chambers, as it is in I/. 26. 19, 20, When 
ſuch Promiſes ſhall be fulfilled to us in times of 
ve Want and Famine, as Pſal. 33. 18, 19. When 
be others are abandoned and expoſed to Miſery, who 
the have every. way as much, it may be much more 
viſible Security againſt it; and yet they delivered 
up, and we ſaved: Oh, how endearing are ſuch 
1nd Providences!“ Pſal. 91. 7, 8. | | 

(z.) The Introduttiveneſs of a Providence is of 
5oſpecial regard and conſideration, and by no 
means to be neglected by us. There are lead- 
bur Ming Providences, which how ſlight and trivial ſo- 
ever they may ſeem in themſelves, yet in this re- 
ſpe& juſtly challenge the firſt Rank among Pro- 
vidential Favours to us; becauſe they uſher in a 
Multitude of other Mercies, and draw a bleſſed 
be- Train of happy Conſequences after them. Such a 
Providence was that of Feſſe s ſending David with 
Proviſions to his Brethren that lay encamped in 
the Army, 1 Sam. 17. 17. And thus every Chri- 
ſtian may furniſh himſelf out of his own ſtock of 
Experience, if he will but reflect, and conſider, 
the Place where he is, the Relations that he hath, 
to (and the Way by which he was led into them. 

(4.) The Inſtruments imployed by Providence 
ſor you, are of ſpecial confideration. And the 
Finger of God is clearly ſeen by us when we pur- 
ſue that Meditation. For, J 

Sometimes great Mercies ſhall be conveyed to 
us by very improbable Means, and more pro- 
bable ones laid aſide. A Stranger ſhall be ſtirred 
pto do that for you, which your near Relations 
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in Nature had no Power or Will to do for You, 
Fonathan, a meer Stranger to David, clave cloſer 
tohim, and was more friendly and uſeful to him, 
than his own Brethren, who deſpiſed and ſlighte 
him. Miniſters have found more Kindneſs and 
Reſpect from Strangers, than their own People, 
that are more obliged to them, Mark 6. 4. A Pre 
phet (ſaith Chriſt) is not without Honour, ſave in 
his own Country, and among his own Kin, and in hi 
own Houſe. | 

Sometimes by the hands of Enemies, as well à 
Strangers, Rev. 12. 16. The Earth helped the We 
man, God hath bowed the Hearts of many 
wicked Men, to ſhew great Kindneſs to his Peo- 
ple, Acts 28. 2. 

Sometimes God makes uſe of Inſtruments for 
good to his People, who deſigned nothing bu U 
Evil and Miſchief to them. Thus Foſeph's Bre- fil 
thren were inſtrumental to his Advancement, in 8. 

that very thing, wherein they deſigned his Ruin th 
Gen. 50. 20, | th 

(F.) The Deſign and Scope of Providence mult hi 
not eſcape our thorough Conſideration, what the 0 
aim and level of Providence is. And truly this ch 
of all others, is the moſt warming and melting 
Conſideration. You have the general account d 
the aim of all Providences, in Rom. 8. 28. 4 
we know that all things work together for good, i0 8 
them that love God. A thouſand friendly Hand P 

are at work for them, to promote and bring - 7 
bout their Happineſs. O, this is enough to 
ſweeten the bitterneſs of Providence to us, that we 
know it ſhall turn to our Salvation, Phil. x. 19: I ® 

66.) The Rype# and Relation Providence bean « 
to our Prayers, is of ſingular conſideration, andi 
a molt taking and ſweet Meditation. Prayer ho- 
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nours Providence, and Providence honours 
prayer. Great notice is taken of this in Scrip- 
ture, Gen. 24. 45. Dan. . 20. Adts 12.12. You 
have had the very Petitions you ad of him. Pro- 
ridences have born the very Signatures of your 
Prayers upon them. O how affectingly ſweet 


are ſuch Mercies ? 
The Second Direction. 


In all your Obſervation of Providence, have ſpecial 
reſpeft to that Word of God, which is fulfilled and 


ade good to you thereby, | 
This is.a clear Truth, that all Providences have 


relation to the written Word. Thus Solomon in 
e. his Prayer, acknowledges, that the Promiſes and 

Providences of God went along ſtep by ſtep with 
his Father David all his Days; and that his 


fo 
* Hand (put there for his Providence) had ful- 
re. filled whatever his Mouth had ſpoken, 1 Kizgs 


in! 8. 24. So Joſhua in like manner acknowledges, 
1 that not one good thing had failed of all the good 
things which the Lord bad ſpoken, Jol. 23. 14. He 
had carefully obſerved what relation the Works of 
God had to his Word. He compared them toge- 
ther, and found an exact Harmony; and ſo may 
ou too, if you will compare them as he did. 

This I ſhall the more inſiſt upon, becauſe it 
is by ſome Interpreters ſuppoſed to be the very 
Scope of the Text. For (as was noted in the Ex- 
;@ plication) they ſupply and fill the Senſe with 
que promiſit, the things which he hath promiſed; 
and ſo read the Text thus, I will cry unto God moſs 
bigh, to God who performeth the things he hath pro- 
miſed, for me. 

Now though I ſee no reaſon to limit the Senſe 
ſo narrowly, yet it cannot be denied, but this is 


an eſpecial parc of its intendment, Let us there- 
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fore in all our Reviews of Providence, conſider 
what Word of God, whether it be of Threatning, 
Caution, Counſel, or Promiſe is at any time made 


good to us by his Providences. And hereby 2 


twofold excellent Advantage will reſult to us. 

(I.) This will greatly confirm to us the Truth 
of the Scripture, when we ſhall ſee its truth ſo 
manifeſt in the Events. Certainly had Scripture 
no other Seal or Atteſtation, this alone would he 
an unanſwerable Argument of its Divinity. When 
Men ſhall find in all Ages the Works of God 
wrought ſo exactly according to this Model, that 
we may ſee: As we have read or heard, ſo have 
we ſeen. O how great a Confirmation is here 
before our Eyes ! 

(2.) This will abundantly direct and inſtru& 
us in our preſent Duties under all Providence. 
We ſhall know hereby what we have to do, and 
how to carry our ſelves under all Changes of Con- 
ditions. You can learn the Voice and Errand of 
the Rod only from the Word, Pſal. 94. 12. The 
Word interprets the Works of God. Providences 
in themſelves are not a perfect Guide. They 
often puzzle and entangle our Thoughts ; but 
bring them to the Word, and your Duty will be 
quickly manifeſted, as Pſal. 73. 16, 17. Until] 
went into the Sanctuary, then I underſtood their End: 
and, not only their End, but his own Duty, to 
be quiet in an afflicted Condition, and not envy 
their Proſperity. _ 21 

Well then, bring thoſe Providences you have 

paſt through, or are now under, to the Word; 
and you will find your ſelves ſurrounded with à 


marvellous Light, and ſee the Verification of the 


Scriptures in them. I ſhall therefore here appeal 
to your Conſciences, whether you have _ 
«Wiper Ly - foun 
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ound theſe Events of Providence falling out 
zgrecable in all reſpects with the Word. 

1. The Word tells you, that it is your Wiſdom 
and Intereſt to keep cloſe to its Rules, and the 
Duties it preſcribes, that the Way of Holineſs 
and Obedience is the wiſeſt way, Deut. 4. 5, 6. 
bis is your Wiſdom, 

Now let the Events of Providence ſpeak, whe- 
ther this be true or not. Certainly it will ap- 
hen N pear to be ſo, whether we reſpect our preſent 
30d Comfort, or future Happineſs, both which we may 
that Wſee daily expoſed by departure from Duty, and 
ave ¶ ſecured by keeping cloſe to it. Let the Queſti- 
ere Mon be asked of the Drunkard, Adulterer, or pro- 
phane Swearer, when by Sin they have ruined Bo- 
ut dy, Soul, Eſtate and Name, whether it be their 
ces. Wiſdom to walk in thoſe forbidden Paths after 
nd their own Luſts ? Whether they had not better 
on- Þ conſulted their own Intereſt and Comfort, in 
| of W keeping within the Bounds and Limits of God's 
he Commands? And they cannot but confeſs, that 
ces MN this their Way is their Folly, What Fruit (ſaith the 
ey Apoſtle) had ye in thoſe Things, whereof you are 
Put ¶ now aſhamed ? For the End of thoſe Things is Death, 
be Rom. 6. 21. Doth not the Providence of God 
[1 WF verify upon them thoſe Threatnings that are 
4: © written, in the Experience of all Ages? Prov. 
to 23. 29. Prov. 23. 21. Prov. 5.9. 52 u. 1 
Prov. 5. 10. All which Woes and Miſeries they 
eſcape, that walk in God's Statutes. Look upon 
ve the ruined Eſtates and Bodies you may every 
; whereſee, and behold the Truth of the Scriptures 
a iſ evidently made good in thoſe ſad Providences. 
e 2. The Word tells you, that your departure from 
che way of Integrity and Simplicity, to make uſe 
t of ſinful Policies, ſhall never — you, 1 Sam. 
12,21. Prov. 3. 5. Let 


126 


Divine Conduct : Or, 


Let the Events of Providence ſpeak to this al. 
ſo, ask your own Experience, and you ſhall hay 
à full Confirmation of this Truth. Did you eve 
leave the way of Simplicity and Integrity, an 
uſe ſinful Shifts, to bring about your own Deſign; 
and proſper in that way? Certainly God hath 
curſed all the Ways of Sin; and whoever find 
them to thrive with them, his People ſhall no; 
Vrael would not rely upon the Lord, but truth 
in the Shadow of Egypt; and what Advantagan, 
had they by this ſinful Policy? See 7/a. 30. 1, 2 . 
35 4, 5- David uſed a great deal of ſinful Poliq io 
to cover his wicked Fact; but did it proſper! | 
See 2 Sam. 12. 12. It is an excellent Note dan 
Livy, Confilia callida, prima ſpecie lata, traciau I in 
dura, eventu triſtia. Sinful Policies in their firt Wan 
Appearances, are pleaſant and promiſing, in their W ye 
Management difficult, in their Event fad. Some WW oy 
by finful Ways have gotten Wealth; but that gy 
Scripture hath been verified in their Experience, I fr, 
Prov. 10. 2. Treaſures of Wickedneſs profit nothing, 
Either God hath blown upon it by a ſecret Curſe, 
that it hath done them no good, or given them 
ſuch Diſquietneſs in their Conſciences, that they 
have been forced to vomit it up, e're they could 
find Peace, Job 11. 13, 14, 15. 

That which David gave in charge to Solomen, 
hath been found experimentally true by thou- 
ſands, 1 Chron. 22. 12, 13. That the true way to 
Profperity, is to keep cloſe to the Rule of the 
Word. And that the true Reaſon why Men can- 
not proſper, is their forſaking that Rule, 2 Chron, 
24. 20. 

It's true, if God have a Purpoſe to deſtroy 2 
Man, he may for a time ſuffer him to ſucceed 
and proſper in his Sin, for his greater men 
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5 12. 6. But it is not ſo with thoſe whom the 
ord loves; their ſinful Shifts ſhall never thrive 
ith them. 


210 z. The Word prohibits your Truſt and Confi- 
lignsWiace in the Creature, even the greateſt and moſt 
hath Wowerful among Creatures, Pſalm 146. 3. It tells 
fins, chat tis better to truſt in the Lord, than in 
not, Whem, P/alm 118. 8. It forbids our Confidence 
trult in thoſe Creatures that are moſt nearly ally'd, 


and related in the Bonds of Nature to us, Micah 
7. 5. It curſeth the Man that gives that Reliance 
'Wto the Creature, which is due to God, Fer. 17. 5. 
er: Conſult the Events of Providence in this Caſk, 
al nd ſee whether the Word be not verified there- 
ain? Did you ever lean upon an Egyptian Reed, 
fit N and it did not break under you, and pierce as 
ar well as deceive you? O how often hath this been 
me WF evident in our Experience! Whatſoever we have 
hat N over-loved, idolized, and leaned upon, God hath 
CF from time to time broken it, and made us to ſee 
. the Vanity of it; ſo that we find the readieſt 

ic, ¶ Courſe to be rid of our Comforts, is to ſet our 

n Hearts inordinately or immoderately upon them: 

ãor our God is a jealous God, and will not part 

u with his Glory to another. The World is full of 
Examples of Perſons deprived of their Comforts, 
Husbands, Wives, Children, Eſtates, &c. upon 

this account, and by this means. If Jonab be o- 
ver- joy ed in his Gourd, a Worm is preſently pre- 

pared to ſmite it. Hence it is, that ſo many 

Graves are opened for the burying of our Idols out 

of our ſight. If David ſay, My Mountain ſball 

ſtand ſtrong, I ſhall not be moved; the next News * 
he ſhall hear, is of Darkneſs and Trouble, P/alm V 
30. 6,7. O how true and faithful do we find theſe * 
Say ings of God to be ! Who cannot put to his Seal, | 
and ſay, Thy Words are Truth? 4. Th 


& 


- 
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4. The Word aſſures us, that Sin is the Cauſ: 
and Inlet of Affliction and Sorrow, and that 
there is an inſeparable Connection betwixt them 
Numb. 32. 23. Be ſure your Sin will find you cut; 
(i. e.) the fad Effects and Afflictions that follow: 
it ſhall find you out. So Pſalm 89. 30, 3r, 32. K 
bis Sens forſake my Law, I will viſit their Iniquitia 
with Rods, 
_ Enquire now at the Mouth of Providence,whe. 
ther this be indeed ſo, according to the Report; 
of the Word. Ask but your own Experience, i 
and you ſhall find, that juſt ſo Providence hath 
ordered it all along your way. When did you 
w into a ſecure, vain, carnal Frame, but you I 
— ſome rouzing, ſtartling Providence ſent 
to awaken you? When did you wound your Con- Ie 
ſciences with Guilt, and God did not wound you 
for it, in ſome or other of your beloved Enjoy. A 
ments? Nay, ſo ordinary is this with God, that . 
from the Obſervation: of their own Frame: and pn 
Ways, many Chriſtians have fore-boded and pre- 
ſaged Troubles at hand. | 1 
I do not ſay, that God never afflicts his Peo- Nh 
ple, but for their Sin; for he may do it for their 
Trial, x Pet. 4. 12. Nor do I ſay, that God fol- Ne 
lows every Sin with a Rod ; for who then ſhould We, 
ſtand before him? Pſalm 130. 3. But this I ſay, Wc 
that it's God's uſual way, to viſit the Sins of his Nu 
People with Rods of Affliction, and this in Mercy 1 


to their Souls. Upon this account it was, that 


the Rod of God was upon David in a long Succeſ- 5 

ſion of Troubles upon his Kingdom and Family, WW ( 

after that great Pre varication of his, 2 Sam. 12. MW, 

10. And if we could carefully fearch out che I 

Seeds and Principles of thoſe Miſeries under which 

we or ours do groan ; we ſhould find them to be 
| ITY | + our 
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ur own turnings aſide from the Lord, according 
o that, Fer. 2. 19. and Fer. 4. 18. Have not all 
heſe Caurions and Threatnings of the Word been 
xactly fulfilled by Providence in your own Expe- 
ence? Who can but ſee the infallible Truth of 
od in all that he hath threatned And no lefs 
nident is the Truth of the Promiſes to all that 
il obſerve how Providence makes them good 
wery Day to us; for conſider, 

5. How great Security God hath given to his 
people in the Promiſes, that no Man ſhall loſe any 
hing by Self-denial for his ſake. He hath told 


X bs, Mark 10. 29, 30. Verily, I ſay unto you, there 
"WY; no Man that bath left Houſe, or Brethren, or Si- 
* ters, or Father, or Mother, or Wife, of Children, or 
ö 


Lands for my ſake, and the Goſpels ; but be ſhall re- 
(tive an hundred fold now in this Time, Houſes, and 
Brethren, and Siſters, and Mothers, and Children, and 
Lands with Perſecutions, and in the World to come 
. Eternal Life. | | 

" BW Tho' that vile Apoſtate Julian derided this 


nd Promiſe, yet thouſands and ten thouſands have 
experienced it, and do at this Day ſtand ready to 
ſet their Seal to it, God hath made it good to 


bis People, not only in Spirituals, inward Joy, 
| and Peace; but even in Temporals alſo : Inſtead 
0 of natural Relations who took care for them be- 

fore, hundreds of Chriſtians ſhall ſtand ready to 


left all for Chriſt, yet they may lay with the 
J Apoſtle, 2 Cor. 6. 10. As having nothing, and yet 
* Wideſing all Things. O the admirable Care and 
Tenderneſs of Providence over thoſe that for 
Conſcience ſake have left all, and caſt themſelves 
upon its immediate Care ! Are there not at this 
Day to be found many ſo provided for, even 2 


<A 


„ Zadſt and help them: So that though they have 
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the Envy of their Enemies, and their own Adm Nur 
ration? Who ſees not the Faithfulneſs of God nfl y 
the Promiſes that hath but an Heart to truſt Gy 
in them! 

6. The Word of Promiſe aſſures us, that why 
ever Wants or Straits the Saints fall into, the 
God will never leave them, nor forſake them, HM 
13. 5. That he will be with them in Trouble, Pſy 
91. IF. 

Summa Conſult the various Providences of your Lit 
| baceſt, in this Point, and I'doubt not, but you will fn 
nia bona the Truth of theſe Promiſes as often confirmed, 
ſuppedi- You have been in Trouble. Ask your own Hear 
tentur a Where, or when was it that your God forſoolfiſp* 
— in YOu, and left you to ſink and periſh under youſ 
vice by. Burdens ? I doubt not, but moſt of you have bea 
manz or- At one time or other plunged in Difficulties, Di. 
dinibus -ficulties out of which you could ſee no way d 
_ of- eſcape by the Eye of Reaſon ; yea, ſuch, asi 
zn cala. may be, ſtaggered your Faith in the Promiſe, x 
mitatibus David's was, 1 Sam. 27. 1. when he ſaid, I ſuul 
nos eri- one Day periſh by the Hand of Saul. All Men an 
gere Liars (even Samuel himſelf) and yer notwith 
_— ſtanding all, we ſee him emerge out of that Sei 
Provi- Of Trouble, and the Promiſes made good in evi 
dentiæ di · ry tittle to him. The like doubtleſs you may ob 
vinz. Al- ſerve in your own Caſes. Ask your own Soul 
fea. Theol. che Queſtion, and they will ſatisfie it. Did Gol 
p. * abandon and caſt you off in the Day of you 
Straits? . you muſt belie your own EY. 
perience, if you ſhould ſay ſo. Tis true, then. 
ve been ſome Plunges and Difficulties you ha li 
met with, wherein, (x.) You could ſee no wa 
of Eſcape, but concluded you muſt periſh in then! 
- (2.) Difficulties that have ſtaggered your Faith i 
the Promiſes, and made you doubt, a the 
IMF | | out: 
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 Wountain of Cys a would let out it ſelf 

your Relief. (3.) Yea, ſuch Difficulties as have 
ovoked you to murmuring and impatience, and 
ereby provoked the Lord to forſake you in your 
nits; but yet you ſee he did not. He hath ei- 
"Wer, (I.) Strengthened your Back to bear; or, 
„ Lightened your Burden; or, (3.) Opened 
unexpected Door of Eſcape, according to that 
romile, 1 Cor, 10. 13. ſo that the Evil which 
du feared came not upon you. 

7. You read, that the Word of God is the only 
upport and Relief to a gracious Soul in the dark 
ay of Affliction, Pſalm 119. fo, 92. 

dam. 23. 5. That for this very Purpoſe it was 
yrictten, Rom. 15. 4. No Rules of moral Pru- 
lence, no ſenſual Remedies can perform that for 
. which the Word can do. 

And is not this a ſealed Truth, atteſted by a 
ouſand of undeniable Experiences? Hence 
ave the Saints fetcht their Cordials, when fainting 
nder the Rod. One Word of God can do more 
han ten thouſand Words of Men to relieve a di- 
ſtreſſed Soul. If Providence have at any time di- 
rected you to ſuch Promiles, as either aſſure you 
eye. chat the Lord will be with you in trouble, Pſalns 
ob-M91. 15. Or that encourage you from inward 
oubMPeace, to bear cheerfully outward Burdens, John 
3016.3 3. or ſatisfie you of God's Tenderneſs and Mo- 
our deration in his Dealings with you, 1/4. 27. 8. Or 
Er chat you ſhall reap bleſſed Fruits from them, Rom. 
er 8. 28. Or that clear up your Intereſt in God, and 
ae his Love under your Afflictions, 2 Sam. 7. 14. Oh, 
a what ſenſible Eaſe and Relief enſues | How light 
em is your Burden, compared with what it was before? 
u 8. The Word tells us, that there is no ſuch way 

to improve our Eſtates, as to lay them out with 
| A 
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a chearful Liberality for God; and that our with, 
holding our Hands, when God and Duty calls 
diſtribute, will not be for our Advantage. $4 
Prov. 11.25. 1/a. 32. 8. Prov. 19. 17. Prov. 11. 2 
Conſult Providence now, and you ſhall find i 


in all Reſpects according to the Report of the 


Word. O how true 1s the Scripture Teſtimony 
herein! There are many thouſand Witneſſes noy 
living, that can ſet their Seals to both Parts o 
this Propoſition. What Men ſave (as they count 
ſaving) with one Hand, Providence ſcatters by 
another Hand: And what they ſcatter abroa{ 
with a liberal Hand and ſingle Eye for God, js 
furely repaid to them or theirs. Never did any 
Man loſe by diſtributing for God. He that lend; 
to the poor fznerater Domino, as ſome expound 
that Text, puts his Money to Intereſt to the 
Lord. Some have obſerved how Providence hath 
doubled all they have laid out for God, in Way 
unexpected to them. 

9. The Word aſſures us, that the beſt Expedi- 
ent for a Man to ſettle his own Intereſt in the 
Conſciences and Affections of Men, is to dire 
his Ways, ſo as to pleaſe the Lord, Prov. 16. 7, 
and doth not Providence confirm it? This the 
three Fews found by Experience, Dan. 3. 28, 29. 
and ſo did Daniel, Chap. 6. Ver. 20, 21, 22. This 
kept up Jobn's Reputation in the Conſcience of 

| Herod, Mark 6. 20. So it fell out, when Con{tar- 
tius made that exploratory Decree ; thoſe that 
were Conſcientious were preferred, and thoſe 
that changed their Religion expelled. Never 
did any Man loſe at laſt by his Fidelity. 

10. The written Word tells us, that the beſt Ex- 
pedient to inward Peace and Tranquility of Mind 
under puzzling and diſtracting Troubles, is to 
; commit 
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B:ommit our ſelves and our Caſe to the Lord; ſo 


you read, Pſalm 37.5, 6, 7. and Prov. 16. 3. 
And as you have read in the Word, ſo you have 
found it in your own Experience. Oh, what a 
Burden is off your Shoulders, when you have re- 
jened the Caſe to God! Then doth Providence 
ae your Affairs comfortably for you. The 
Difficulty is ſoon over, when the Heart is brought 
to this. | riot 7. 99% 
Thus you ſee, how Scriptures are fulfilled by 
Providence in theſe few Inſtances I have given of 
it,” Compare them in all other Caſes, and you 
ſhall find the ſame : For all the Lines of Proyi- 
dence lead from the Scripture, and return thither 
gain, and do moſt viſibly begin and end there. 
12180 The Fourth Direction. 

In all your Reviews and Obſervations of Providence, 
te ſure that you eye God as the Author or Orderer of 
them all, Prov. 3. 6. rl I 
I. In all the comfortable Providences of your 


- ULires, eye God as the Author or Donor of them. 


Remember he is the Father of Mercies, that begets 
erery Mercy for you, 2 Cor. 1. 3. The God of all 


7 Comfort, without whoſe Order no Mercy or Com- 


ſort can come to your Hands. And think it not 


, enough thus to acknowledge him in a general 


Way ; but when you receive Mercies, take ſpe- 
cal Notice of the following Particular. 
(.) Eye the Care of God for you, 1 Pet. 5. 7. 
He careth for you, your Father knows you have nesd of 
(beſe Things, Mat. 6. 32. It is but to acquaint him 
what you want, and your Wants are ſupplied, 
Phil. 4. 6. u Hege, torture not your ſelves a- 
bout it: You have a Father that cares for you. 
E.) Eye the Wiſdom of God, in the way of 
Upenſing his Mercies to you, how ſuitably they 
1 ˖ Are 
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ateordercd to your Condition, and how ſeaſon; 
bly. When one Comfort is cut off and remoye 
another is raiſed up in its room. Thus Iſaac wx 
comforted in Rebebab after his Mother's Death, G 
* 3.) Eye the Free Grace of God in them, yes 
ſes Riches of Grace in every bequeſt of Comfy 
to ſo vile and unworthy Creatures as you are 
See your ſelves over-topt by the leaſt of all yo 
Mercies, Gen. 32. 10. I am not worthy of the leaf 
ſaid Jacob. \F | 
(4.) Eye the Condeſcention of God, to yo 
Requeſts for thoſe Mercies, Pſalm 34. 6. This and 
the ſweeteſt Bit in any Enjoyment, in which 
Man can ſenſibly reliſh the Return and Anſwer 
his Prayers, and greatly inflames the Soul's Loe ep 
to God, Fſalm 116. 11 N 
(J. Eye the Deſign and End of God in all you on 
Comforts. Know that it is not ſent: to ſatisſeſr: 
the Cravings of your ſenſual Appetite, but oon 
quicken and enable you for a more chearful Di-. 
charge of your Duty, Deut. 28. 47. 
(6. ) Eye the Way and Method in which your 
Mercies are conveyed to you. They all flow to nit 
you through the Blood of Chriſt and Covenant ol are 
race, 1 Cor. 3. 22, 23. Mercies derive their 
Sweetneſs from the Channel through which they 
run to uus. air 
(.) Eye the diſtinguiſhing Goodneſs of God, 
in all the comfortable Enjoyments of your Lives hor 
How many thouſand better than you are denied Ine 
thoſe Comforts ? See Heb. 11. 37. | 
(8.) Eye them all as Sen appointed to 
refreſh you in your way to far better and greater iy 
Mercies than themſelves. The beſt Mercies are 
{till reſerved till laſt, and all theſe are introductive 
to better. INES 2. In 
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2. In all the ſad and afflictive Providences that 
befal you, eye God as the Author and Orderer 
Jof chem alſo. So he repreſents himſelf to us, Jer. 
18.11. Bebold, I create Evil, and deviſe a Device 
againſt you. And Amos 3. 6. Is there Evil in the 
City, w_ the Lord hath not done it? More parti- 
cularly, 

I. Set before you the Sovereignty of God. Eye 
him as a Being infinitely ſuperior to you, at 
whoſe Pleaſure you and all you have is, P/alm 
115. 3. which is the moſt concluſive Reaſon and 
Argument of Submiſſion, Pſal. 46. 10. For if we, 
Wand all we have, proceeded from his Will, how 
equal is it, that we be reſigned up to it? It is not 
many Years agone ſince we were not, and when 
it pleaſed him to bring us upon the Stage of A- 
ion, we had no Liberty of indenting with him, 
on what Terms we would come into the World ; 
r refuſe to be, except we might have our Being 
n ſuch Terms as we deſired. His Sovereignty is 
ploriouſly diſplayed in his Eternal Decrees and 
emporal Providences. He might have put you in- 
what Rank of Creatures he pleaſed. He 
night have made you the moſt deſpicable Crea- 
ures, Worms or Toads: Or, if Men, the moſt vile, 
Ki adject and miſerable among Men: And when you 
ad run through all the Miſeries of this Life, 
ave damned you to Eternity, madeyou miſera- 
de for ever, and all this without any Wrong to 
you. And ſhall not this quiet us under the com- 
iel non Afflictions of this Life? 

2. Set the Grace and Goodneſsof God before you 
all afflicti ve Providences. O ſee him pa 
vou in the cloudy and dark Day, proclaiming 

Name, The Lord, the Lord merciful and gracious. 
here ate two ſorts of Mercies that are ſeldom 

| | K 2 eclipſed 
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it ſhould be, and it will be better hereafter. Thi 


_tinued to us, we ſhall find cauſe to admire Mex 


ſider all, what need you had of theſe Rods, tha 


periſhing of theſe things, you might have periſh] 


Faithfulne 
Lord will not with-hold a Rod when need n 
tuires it, 1 Pet. I. 6. Nor will he forſake his Pet 
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eclipſed by the darkeſt Affliction that befals the 
Saints in their temporal Concerns, ſc. ſparing Me 
cy in this World, and ſaving Mercy in that to com 
It's not ſo bad now as it might, and we deſerye 


the Church obſerved, and reaſoned her ſelf quie 
from it, Lam. 3.22. Hath he taken ſome ? he 
might have taken all. Are we afflicted? It 
Mercy we are not deſtroyed. Oh if we conſide 
what temporal Mercies are yet ſpared, and wha 
Spiritual Mercies are beſtowed, and yet con 


cy, rather than complain of Severity.” 

3. Eye the Wiſdom of God in all your Afi 
ctions, behold it in the choice of the kind of you 
Affliction, this, and not another: The Time, now 
and not at another Seaſon : The Degree, in thi 
meaſure only, and not in a greater: The Suppnih, 
afforded you under it, not left altogether helpleß 
The Iſue, to which it's over-ruled, it's to youll 
Good, not Ruin. Look upon all theſe, and the 
ask thy Heart that Queſtion God ask'd Jona 
Doſt thou well to be angry? Surely, when you co 


Your Corruptions will require all this, it may bf 
much more to mortify them; that without th 


ell for ever; you will ſee great Reaſon to be quit 
and well fatisfied under the Hand of God. 

+ Set the. Fairhfulneſs of the Lord before 0 

under the ſaddeſt Providences. So did Davis 


| Pſalm 119. 75- This is according to his Covena 
Ss; Pſalm 89. 32. Hence it is, that ti 


ple under the Rod, when be inflis ir, 2 Cf 
4.9. | , 2 O 4 
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e conſults my Good rather than my Ezſe. 


Wfliction. Sce enough in him ſtill, whatever be 
one. Here is the Fountain {till as full as ever, 
hough this or that Pipe be cut off, which Was 
Wont to convey ſomewhat of it to me. O Chri- 


in't you ſee more in God than in any or all the 
reature Comforts you have loſt ? With what 
yes then do you louk upon God ? 

6.-Laſtly, Eye the Immutability of God. Look 
him az the Rock of Ages, James 1. 17. The 
uber of Lights, with whom is 10 Variableneſs, 


ame, yeſterday, to day, and for ever. Oh how qui- 
Wily will you then behave your ſelves under the 
hangesof Providence? It may be, two or three 
Days have made a {ad Change in your Condition: 
he Death of a dear Relation hath turned all 
ings uplide down: That Place is empty where 
Reely they were, as it is, Fob 7. 10. His place ſhall 
* bim no more: Well, but God is what he was, 
ad where he was: Time ſhall make no Change 
Pon him, as it is in I/. 40. 6, 7, 8. The Graſs 
vithereth, the Flower fadeth, but the Word of the 
Led abideth for ever. O how compoſing are thoſe 

Views of God to our Spirits under dark Provi- 
* dences. | *Y 2 | 
8 The Fifth Diredtion, * 
* Laſtly, Work up your Hearts to thoſe Frames, 
1 exerciſe choſe Aﬀettions which, the ſeveral 
7 Providences f God 1 are verſant about you . cal} 
> 2 Try 


| 


Oh what Quietneſs will this breed I ſee my 
od will not loſe my Heart, if a Rod can prevent 
he had rather hear me groan here, than 
owl hereafter: His Love is judiciofts, not fond: 


5. Eye the All-ſufſiciency of God in the Day of 


tians, can't you make up any Loſs this Way? 


/ ſhadow of Turning. Eye Fefus Chriſt, as the 
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for, Eccleſ. 7. 14. Suit your ſelves to anſwer the IgA 
Deſign and End of God in all Providences. er 
there are rages Affections planted in your Souls, Wk 
* ſo are there ſeveral Graces planted in thoſe Affe · NC 
ctions, and ſeveral Providences appointed to drawhtol 
forth, and exerciſe theſe Graces. 

1. When the Providences of God are ſad, and 
afflictive either upon the Church in general, or 
your Families and Perſons in particular, then it i 
ſeaſonable for you to exerciſe godly Sorrow and Humili. Ion 
ty of Spirit: For in that Day, and by thoſe Pro- 
vidences God doth call to it, I/. 22. 12. Micalite 
6. 9. Now, ſenſitive Pleaſure and natural Joy, ö ( 
out of ſeaſon, Exel. 21. 10. Should we then mau U 
Mirth, If there be either, (x.) A filial Spirit inffl for 
us, we cannot be light and vain, when our. 
Father is angry; or, (2.) If any real Senſe ofthe 
Evil of Sin which provokes God's Anger, we muſt 
be heavy hearted when God is ſmiting for it; or, 
(3.) If any Senſe and Compaſſion for the Miſe· ¶ to 
ries that Sin brings upon the World, it will make M 
us to ſay with David, Pſalm 119. x58. - I bebela bl 
the Tranſgreſſors and was grieved. Tis fad to con · ¶ th 
ſider the Miſeries that they pull down upon them. 
ſelves in this World and that to come. (4.) It 
there be any care in us to prevent utter Ruin, 
and ſtop God in the Way of his Anger, we know 
this 15 the Means to do it, Amos 4. 12. 

How fad and diſmal ſoever the Face of Providenct 
be, yet fill maintain _ Joy and Comfort i 
God under all. Though there be no Herd in the Stal 
(ſaid Habakkuk, chap. 3. 17.) jet will I rejoyce in h 
the Lord, Iwill joy in the God of my Salvation. 

There are two ſorts of Comforts, Nataral and 
Senſitive, Divine and Spiritual. There is a time 

whiea ir becomes chu, to exerciſe both; {off « 
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the Ns. 9. 22. And there is a Time when the for- 
ger is to be ſuſpended and laid by, P/alm 1 37. 2. 
Bat there is no Seaſon, wherein ſpiritual Joy and 

ymfort in God is unſeaſonable, as appears by 
thoſe Scriptures, 1 Thefſ. 5. 16. Phil. 4. 4. This 
ſpiricual Joy or Comfort, is nothing elſe but the 
Gheerineſs of our Heart in God, and the Senſe of 
our Incereſt in him, and in his Promiſes. And it's 
ure, that no Providence can render this unſea- 
i paable to a Chriſtian. Let us ſuppoſe the moſt 
Miaed and calamitous State a Chriſtian can be 
iheident to, yet, | 

(x.) Why ſhould fad Providence make him lay 
his Comforts in God? When as thoſe are but 
for a Moment, but theſe Eternal, 2 Cor. 4. 17. 

(20 Why ſhould we lay by our Joy in God, 
upon the account of ſad Providences without, 
when at the very worſt and loweſt Ebb, the 
daints have infinitely more Cauſe to rejoyce, than 
to be caſt down? There's more in one of their 
Mercies to comfort them, than in all their Trou- 
bles to deject them. All your Loſſes are but as 
the Loſs of a Farthing to a Prince, Rom. 8. 18. 
m. (z.) Why ſhould they be fad, as long as their 
II God is with them in all their Troubles? As Chrif 
in, faid, Matth. 9. 15. Can the Children of the Bride- 
WY Chamber be ſad, hilft the Bridegroom is with them ? 

So ſay I, Can the Soul be ſad, whilſt God is with 
r it? Oh methinks, that one Promiſe, Pſalm 91. 15. 
"8 1will be with bim in Trouble, ſhould bear you up 
under all Burdens. Let them be caſt down, that 
iu have no God in Trouble to turn to. | 

(4.) Why ſhould they be. ſad, as long as no 
dg ourward Diſpenſation of Providence, (be it ne- 
Ky ver ſo ſad) can be interpreted as a Mark or Sign 
of of God's Hatred or «FM Eecl. 9. 2, 3. Thereis 
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one Event to the Righteous and Wicked. Indeed, i z. 
it were a Signification of the Lord's Wrath 3. 
gainſt a Man, it would juſtifie our Dejection; 
but this cannot be ſo: His Heart is full of Love, 
whilſt che Face of Providence is full of Frowng, 

(F. Why:ſhould we be caſt down under ſa 

Providences, whilſt we have ſo great Security, 
that even by the Hands of theſe Providences God 
will do us good, and all theſe things ſhall tum 
to our Salvation? Rom. 8. 28. By theſe God is but 
killing your Luſts, weaning your Hearts from 
vain World, preventing Temptations, and exci-ſ thi 
ting your Defires after Heaven; this is all the bu 
Hurt they ſhall do you, and ſhall that ſadden us? rit 

(6.) Why ſhould we lay by our Joy in God, ſl to 
when as the Change of our Condition is ſo nigh? 
Ir's but a little while, and Sorrows ſhall flee away: 
You ſhall never ſuffer more: God will wipe aa 
all Tears, Rev. 7. 17. Well then, you ſee there's 
no Reaſon upon the account of Providence, to 
give up your Joy and Comfort in God. Butit 


you will maintain it under all Providences, then 


be careful, | 


(1.) To clear up your Intereſt in, and Title 
to God. Faith may be ſeparated from Comfort, 
but Aſſurance cannot. | 
(2.) Mortifie your inordinate Affections to 
_ earthly Things. This makes Providences that 
deprive and croſs us ſo heavy. Mortifie your 
Opinion and Affection, and you ſenſibly lighten 
your Affliction. It is ſtrong Affection that makes 
ſtrong Affliction. Cur 
(z. Dwell much upon the Meditation of the 
Lard's near Approach; and then all theſe Thing 
will ſeem but Trifles to you. Let your Moderat: 
tn le knows unto all Men, the Lord is at Hand. 


J- Exer- 


|. bow raiſed and bearenly their Spirits were amid 


* 3 | 
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Che Wyſlery of P2ovidence. 


4. Exerciſe Heawvenly-mindedneſs, and keep your 


Hearts upon Things Eternal, under all the Providen- 
ws with which the Lord exerciſes you in this World, 
Gen; 6. 9. Noab walked with God, yet met with 


x ſad Providences in his Day, as any Man that 
er lived ſince his Time. But alas! we find 
moſt Providences, rather Stops than Steps in our 
Walk with God. If we be under comfortable 
Providences, how ſenſual, wanton and worldly 
do our Hearts grow! And if fad Providences be- 
fal us, how dedolent or diſtracted are we! And 
this comes to paſs partly through the Narrowneſs, 
but-moſtly, through the Deceitfulneſs of our Spi- 
ries, Our Hearts are narrow, and know not how. 
to manage two Buſineſſes of ſuch different Na- 
tures, as Earthly and Heavenly Matters are with- 
out Detriment to one. Pectora noſtra duas curas 


non admittunt. But certainly ſuch a Frame of 


Spirit is attainable that will enable us to keep on 
in an even and ſteddy Courſe with God, what- 
ever befal us. Others have attained it, and wh 
not we? Proſperous Providences are for the mo 
part a dangerous State to the Soul. The Moon 
never ſuffers an Eclipſe, but at full; Mt Feboſa- 
pbat's Grace ſuffered no Eclipſe from the Fulneſs 
of his ourward Condition, who had Riches in a- 
bundance, and his Heart was lifted up in the way 0 
God's Commandments, 2 Chron. 17.5, 6. David's 
Life was as full of Cares, Turmoils, and Incum- 
brances, as moſt Men we read of; yet how ſpi- 
ritual the Temper of his Heart was, that excellent 
Book of Pſalms, which was moſtly compoſed a- 
midft thoſe Diſtractions) will acquaint us. The 
Apoſtles were caſt into as great Neceſſities, and 
ſuffered as hard things, as ever Men did; yet 
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And firſt to the Unregenerate, to ſtop theit 


125 when Providence croſſes them. Let them 
ſeriouſly conſider theſe four things. 


.therefote is ſhort of this is to be admired as the 
Fruit of God's ſtupendious Patience, and Forbear- 


Divine Conduct: Or, 
all, who ſees not? And certainly, if it were not hc 
poſſible to maintain Heavenly-mindedneſs in ſuch 
a State and Poſture of Affairs, God would never 
exerciſe any of his People with ſuch Providen. 
ces: He would never give you ſo much of the 
World to loſe your Hearts in the Love of it, or ſo 
lietle to diſtract you with the Cares of it. If 
therefore we were more deeply ſanctiſied, and the 
Tendencies of our Hearts Heaven-ward more 
ardent and vigorous; if we were more mortified 
to earthly things, and cou'd but keep our dug 
Diftance from them; our outward Conditions 
would not at this rate draw forth and exerciſe 
our inward Corruptions, nor would we hazard 
the Loſs of ſo ſweet an Enjoyment as our Fel. 
towſhip with God is, forthe fake of any Con- 
cernment our Bodies have on Earth. 

4. Under all Providences maintain a contented 
Heart with what the Lord allots you, be it more 
er Jeſs of the Things of this World. This Grace mult 
run parallel with all Providences. Learn how to 
be full, and how to ſuffer want, and in every Stateto 
be content Phil. 4. 12. 

In this Buty all Men are concerned at all times, 
and in every State, not only the People of God, 
but even the Unregenerate alſo, I will there- 
fore addreſs ſome Conſiderations proper to both. 


na C20 WR PHHOHR 


Mouths from repining, and charging God fooliſh- 


(1.) That Hell and Eternal Damnation are 
the Portion of their Cup, according to the Tenor 
of Law and Goſpel- Threatnings. Whatſoever 


reren 


ance 


The Myſtery of Pꝛobidence. 

nee towards them. Ah poor Souls! Know you 
ot, that you are Men and Women condemned 
0 Wrath by the plain Sentence of the Law? 
Mark 16. 16. John 3. 36. 2 Theſſ. I. 6, 7. And if 
ſo, ſure there are other Matters to exerciſe your 
Thoughts, Deſires, Fears and Cares about, than 
theſe. Alas! if you cannot bear a Frown of 
Providence, a light Croſs in theſe things, how 
will you bear the everlaſting Burnings ! A Man 
that is to loſe his Head to morrow, is not ve 
ſolicitous what Bed he lies on, or how his Table 
$furniſh'd the Night before. 

(2.) Conſider, tho' you be condemned Per- 
ſons, and have no Promiſe to entitle you to any 
Mercy; yet there are very many Mercies in your 
poſſeſſion at this Day. Be your Condition as 
afflictive as it will, is Life nothing? Eſpecially 
11 conſidering whither you muſt fink, when that 
ore MY Thread is cut. Are the neceſſary Supports of 
it Life nothing? Doth not Providence miniſter 


to you theſe things, tho you daily diſoblige it, 


3 


and provoke God to ſend you to your own Place? 

But, above all, is the Goſpel! and precious Means 
5, ef Salvation nothing, by which you yet are in 2 
d, ¶ capacity of eſcaping the Damnation of Hell? O 


e- what would the Damned ſay, if they were but 
h. put into your Condition once morgg What! 
ir and yet fret againſt God, becauſe every thing 


h- elſe ſuits not your Deſires ? 

m (3.) Conſider, that if ever you be reſcued out 
of that miſerable Condition you are in, ſuch croſs 

re | Providences as theſe you complain of, are the 

or moſt ble Means to do it. Alas ! Profperi-. 

er ty and Succeſs is not the way to ſave, but deſt 

© you, Prov. 1. 32. You muſt be bound in Fetters, 

r- | and holden in Cords of Affliction, if ever Jour 
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Ear be opened to Inſtruction, Fob 36. 8, 9, 10 
Wo to you, if you go on ſmoothly in the way in 
which you are, and meet with no Croſſes, 

(4-) Laſtly, Conſider, all your Troubles under 
which you complain, are pulled down upon your 
Heads by your own Sins. You turn God's Mercie 
into Sin, and then fret againſt God, becauſe he 
turns your Sins into Sorrow. Your Ways and 
Doings procure theſe things to you. Lay your 
Hand therefore upon your Mouch, and ſay, hy 
doth the living Man complain, a Man for the Puniſh. 
ment of hs Sin, Lam. 3. 39. But I muſt turn to 
the Lord's People, who have the leaſt Pretences 
of all Men to be diſſatisfied with any of God's 
Providences, and yet are but too frequently 
found in that Temper. And to them I ſhall offer 


the following Conſiderations. | 
(I.) Conſider 'your ſpiritual Mercies and Privi- 


leges with which th: Lord Jeſus hath inveſted you, 


and repine at your Lot of Providence, if you can, 
One of theſe Mercies alone, hath enough in it to 
ſweeten all your Troubles in this World. When 
the Apoſtle conſider'd them, his Heart was over- 
whelmed with Afſtoniſhment ; ſo that he could 
not forbear in the midſt ot all his outward Trou- 
bles to cry out, Bleſſed be the God and Father of 
onr Lord M Chrift, who hath abounded to us in all 
ſpiritual Bleſſings, &c. Eph. 1. 3. Oh, who that 
— ſuch an Inheritance ſettled upon him in Chriſt, 
can ever open his Mouth more to repine at his 
Lot of Providence 8 

(2. ) Conſider your Sins, and that will make you 
contented with your Lot, Yea, conſider two things 
in Sin. (I.) What it deſerves from God, and 


(2.) Wnat it requires to mortify and purge it in 


you. It deſerves from God Eternal Ruin: The 
N 3 . Merit 


, Che Myſtery of Pꝛovidence. 


Merit of Hell is in the.leaſt vain Thought: Every 
Gin forfeits all the Mercies you have ; and if ſo, 
rather wonder your Mercies are ſo many, than 
that you have no more. Beſides, you cannot 
doubt, bur your Corruptions require all the 
Croſſes, Wants and Troubles that are upon you, 
and it may be, a great deal more, to mortify and 
ſubdue them. Don't you find, after all the Rods 
that have been upon you, a proud Heart ſtill, a 
rain and earthly Heartſtill? O how many bitter 


Potions are but neceſſary to purge out this tough 


malignant - Humour! | 
(3. ) Conſider bow near you are to the Change 1 
jour Condition: Have but a little Patience, and all 
will be as well with you as your Hearts can deſire. 
It is no ſmall Comfort to the Saints, that this 
World is the worſt Place that ever they ſhall be 
in: Things will better every day with them. If 
the Traveller have ſpent all his Money, yet it doth 
not much trouble him, if he know Pianlelt within 
2 few Miles of his own Home. If there be no 
Candles in the Houſe, we do not much matter it, 
if, we are ſure it's almoſt Break of Day; for then 
there will be no uſe for them. This is your 
Caſe : Your Salvation is nearer than when you be- 
lieved, Rom. 13. I. {3 BA 

I have done with the directive Part of this 
Diſcourſe ; but before I paſs to this fifth Head, I 
judge it neceſſary to leave a few Cautions to pre- 
vent the Abuſe of Providence, and your Miſcar= 
riages in your Behaviour towards it. And, 

. Firſs Caution. 
F Providence delay the Performance of any Mercy 
to jou, that you have long waited and prayed for; 
get ſee that you deſpond not, nor grow weary of wait- 
ing upon God for that Reaſon. It pleaſes the jy 
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oftentimes to try, and exerciſe his People thi 


way, and make them cry, How long, Lord, ber 
long ? Pſalm 13. 1, 2. 

Theſe Delays, both upon Spiritual and Tempo. 
ral accounts, are frequent, and when they befal 
us, we are too apt to interpret them as Denial, 
and fall into a ſinful Deſpondency of Mind, tho 
there be no cauſe at all for it, Pſalm 31. 12. Lan, | 
3. 8, 44. It is not always that the Returns of 
Prayer are diſpatcht to us in the ſame Hour they 
are asked of God; yet ſometimes it falls out fo, 
Ja. 65.24. Dan. 9. 23. But tho'the Lord means 
to perform to us the Mercies we deſire; yet he 
will ordinarily exerciſe our Patience to wait for 

them; and that for theſe Reaſons. 

(2.) Becauſe our Time is not the proper Seaſon 
for us to receive our Mercies in. Now the Seaſen 
of Mercy is a very great Circumſtance that adds 
much to the value of it. God judges not as we 
do; we are all in haſte, and will have it now, 
Numb. 22. 13. But he is a God of Judgment, and 
blefſed are they that wait for him, IIa. 30. 18. 

(2.) Afflictive Providences have not accom- 
pliſhed that Deſign upon our Hearts they were 
ſent for, when we are ſo earneſt and impatient 
for a Change of them; and till then the Rod muſt 
not be taken off, Ia. 10. 12. 

(3.) The more Prayers and Searchings of 


Heart come between our Wants and Supplies, our 


Afflictions and Reliefs, the ſweeter are our Reliefs 
and Supplies thereby made to us, Iſa. 25. 9. Ibis 
is our God, we have waited for bim, and he will ſave 
ur: This is the Lord, wehave waited for bim, we will 
rejoice and be glad in his Salvation. This recom- 
penſes the Delay, and pays us for all the Expen- 
ces of ouc Patience, = n 3 

* u 
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But tho? there be ſuch weighty Reaſons for the 
top and delay of refreſhing comfortable Provi- 
dences ; yet we cannot bear it, our Hands hang 


down, and we faint, P/al. 69. 3. I am weary of my 
ing, my Throat & dry, mine Eyes fail while I wait 
fry God. For alas! we judge by Senſe and Ap- 
pearance, and conſider not, that God's Heart may 
be towards us, whilſt the Hand of his Providence 
ems to be againſt us. If things continue at one 
rate with us, we think our Prayers are loſt, and 
our Hopes pgriſhed from the Lord : much more 
when Things grow worſe and worſe, and our 
Darkneſs and Trouble encreaſes, as uſually it 
doth juſt before the break of Day and change of 
our Condition, then we conclude, God is angry 
\n I with our Prayers. See Gidean's Reply, Fudges 
6.13. This even ſtaggered a Maſes's Faith, Exod. 
ds MW. 22, 23. O what groundleſs Jealouſies and 
e Suſpicions of God are found at ſuch times in the 
„Hearts of his own Children! J0ë 9. 16, 17. Pſal. 
14 77. 7 8, 9. | 
But this is our great Evil, and to prevent it in 
. © future Trials, I will offer a few proper Conſide- 
e: rations in the Caſe. | 4262 
t 1. The delay of your Mercies is really for your 
ſt advantage. You read /. 30. 18. The Lord waits 
that be may be gracious. What is that? Why, it's 
nothing elſe but the Time of his Preparation of 
Mercies for you, and your Hearts for Mercy, 
that fo you may have it with the greateſt Advan- 
age of Comfort, The fooliſh Child would pluck 
the Apple while it's green ; but when it's ripe, ic 
drops of its own accord, and is more pleaſant 
and wholſome. 
2, It's a greater Mercy to have an Heart willing 
to refer all to God, and be at his difpoſe, than 
< | 10 
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to enjoy preſently the Mercy we are moſt eager 
and impatient for. In that God pleaſes yu, in 
this you pleaſe God. A Mercy may be given you 
as the Fruit of common Providence; but ſuch x 
Temper of Heart is the Fruit of ſpecial Grace, 
So much as the glorifying of God is better than 
the Content and Pleaſure. of the Creature, ſo 
much is ſuch a Frame better than ſuch a Fruition, 

3. Expected Mercies are never nearer, than 
when the Hearts and Hopes of God's People are 
loweſt. Thus in their Deliverangg out of Egynt 
and Babylon, Ezek. 37. 11.' So ave found it 
in our own perſonal Concerns-: At Evening Time 
it ſball be Light, Zach. 14. 79. When we look for 
increaſing Darkneſs, Light ariſes. 

4. Our unfitneſs for Mercy is the reaſon why 
they are delayed ſo long. We put the Blocks 
into the way of Mercy, and then repine, that 
they make no more haſte tous, I/. 59. 1, 2. The 
Lord's Hand is not ſhortned, but our Iniquit ies haut 
ſeparated betwixt him and us. IE 

F. Conſider, the Mercies you wait for are the 
Fruits of pure Grace, you deſerve them nor, wn 
can claim them upon any Title of deſert; an 
therefore have reaſon to wait for them in a pa- 
tient and thankful Frame. £ 

6. Conſider, how many Millions of Men as 
good as you by Nature, are cut off from all Hope 
and Expectation of Mercy for ever, and there 
remains to them nothing but 4 fearful Eæpectation 
of Wrath. This might have been your Caſe; and 
therefore be not of an impatient Spirit under the 


Expectations of Mercy. _ 


: Second Caution. | 
Pty not too curiouſiy into the Secrets of Providence, 


| . your ſhallow Reaſon arragantiy to judge and 


enſure its Deſigns. Thete 


oc... Dyſteryok P2ovidence. 149 
2 hard Texts in the Works, as well as Seri 

in the Word of God. It becomes us modeſtly — oppaſuir 
kumbly to Reverence, but not to Dogmatize too prog n 
boldly and poſitively upon them : A Man may — — 
N get a Strain by over- reaching. When 1 gula * 
thowg bt to know this (ſaith Aſaph) it was too won- dan, quæ 


for me. I thought to know this, there was perflin- 
ere ne» 


Ide arrogant Attempt of Reaſon, there he pryed mini li- 


Reaſon can diſcern no good Fruits in them, nor 


into the Arcana of Providence; but it was too cet 
wonderful for me, it was labor inutilis, as Calvin bote; 
expounds it. He pryed ſo far into that puzzling _— 
Myſtery of the Aſfflict ions of the Righteous, and — 
Nip of the yield, till it begat Envy towards um in ju. 
them, and Deſpondency in himſelf, Plalm 73. 3,13 dem 
Aud this was all he got by ſummoning Provi--Vocale: 
— 5 Bar of Reaſon. Holy Job was guil- — yo 
0 a ; a Od Ju- 

þ 4 q - vil, and ingenuouſly aſhamed of it, Gici Jet 

'Tknow there is nothing in the Word, or in the ES. 
Works of God, that is repugnant to ſound Rea- ne le 
ſon ; But there are ſome things in both, which — 
are oppoſite to carnal Reaſon, as well As above —— 
right Reaſon ; and therefore our Reaſon never u peri- 
ſhews it ſelf more unreaſonable, than in ſum- ene 
moning thoſe things to its Bar, which tranſcend — 
is Sphere and Capacity. Manifold are the Miſ- — = 
chiefs which enſue upon this Practice. man, 
T7 By this we are drawn into an unworthy Cameron 
Suſpicion and Diſtruſt of the Faithfulneſs of God * 
1 the Promiſes. Sarah laught at the Ty dings 3 
1 of Promiſe, becauſe Reaſon contradicted, 
- «7 7 it was naturally impoſſible, Gen. 

135 es | | 4 . 

2. Henee comes Deſpondency of Mind, 2 4 

Faintneſs of Heart under afficttte — — 
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| Deliverance from them, and ſo our Hands hang 
down in a ſinful diſcouragement, ſaying, all theſe 
4 1 things are againſt us, x Sam. 27. 1. : 
aauh 4 2. Hence flow Temptations to deliver ourfl = 
| | ſelves by indirect and ſinful Mediums, Iſa, 30. 1j, = 
16. When our own Reaſon fills us with a diſtruſt ll © 
| of Providence, it naturally prompts us to ſinful 5 
| ſhifts, and there leaves us entangled in the Snare I 1 
of our own making. n 7] 
Beware therefore you lean not too much to 
your own Reaſons and Underſtandings. No- 
thing is more plauſible, nothing more Jangerou, 
In other Matters it is appointed the Arbiter and 
Judge, we make it ſo here, and therefore we are 
lo diffident and diſtruſtful, notwithſtanding the 
fulleſt Security of the Promiſes, whilſt our Rea. 
ſon ſtands by unſatisfied. 
The Fifth Head. * 
Having given Direction for the due Manage- 
ment of this great and important Duty, what 
remains, but that we now ſet our Hearts to it, 
and make'it the conſtant Work of every Day 
throughout our Lives? O what Peace, what 
Pleaſure, what Stability, what holy Courage and 
Confidence would reſult from ſuch an, Obſerva- 
tion of Providence as hath been directed to! But 
alas! we may ſay with reference to the Voices 
of Divine Providence, as it is Fob 33. 14. G04 
ſpeaketh once, yea twice, yet Man perceiveth it ni, 
Noam a time Providence hath ſpoken. I»/fru#iom 
in Duty, Convittion' for Iniquity, Encourag men 
under Deſpondency ; but we regard ãt not. How 
greatly are we all wanting to our Duty and 
Comfort by chis neglect! It will be but needful 
therefore to ſpread before you the-Lpyelinels and 
Excellency of walking with God in a auen age 
<5, ] uy 
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daily Obſetvation of his: Providences, that our 
Souls may be fully engaged to it. 32s 
*. Firſt Motive. e ET 
our "And firſt, let me offer this as a moving Ar- 
«If, gument to all gracious Souls ; That by this meant 
truſt you may maintain. ſweet and ſenſible Communion with 
God from day to day. And what is there deſi- 
rable in this World, - in compariſon therewith ! 
Thou, Lord, baſt made me glad through thy Works.: I 
will triumph in the Works of thy Hands, Pſal. 92. 4. 
Your Hearts may be as ſweetly and ſenfibly re- 
freſht by the Works of God's Hands, as by the 


are ¶ in the confideration of the Wor 
the © which ſo filled the P/almi/t's Heart, that, by way 
ed. of Ejaculation, he expreſſes the Effect of it, Ver. 
14. My Meditation of him ſhall be ſweet.” © 
Communion wich God, properly and ſtrictly 
taken, conſiſts in two things; viz. God's Mani- 
feſtation of himſelf to the Soul, and the Souls an- 
ſwerable Returns to God. This is that ei, 
Fellowſhip we have here with God. Now G 
manifeſts himſelf to his People by Providenter as 
nd well-as Ordinances ; neither is there any Graee 
in a fanRified Soul hid from the gracious Influen- 
ut ces of his Providential Manifeſtations, Sometimes 
* the Lord manifeſts his Diſpleaſure and Anger 
againſt the Sins of his People in correcting an 
. rebuking Providences. His Rods have a chiding 
Voice, Micah 6. 9. Hear the Rod, and who bath ap- 
"pointed it. This diſcovery of God's Anger kindly 
"melts and thaws a gracious Soul, and produces a 
g double ſweet Effect upon it, namely, Repentance 
F for Sins paſt, and due Caution againſt future Sins. 
F (r.) It thaws and melts the Heart for Sins com- 
"| \micted. Thus David's Heart was melted for his 
: KI Sin, 


D. 


Words of his Mouth. P/al: 104. - —_ is ſpent 
of Providence, 
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Sin, when the Hand of God was heavy upon him in 
Affliction, P/al. 32. 43 f. Thus the Captive Church, 
upon whom fell the ſaddeſt and moſt diſmal Pro- 
vidence that ever befel any of God's People in 
any Age of the World; ſee how their Hearts are 
broken for Sin under this ſevere Rebuke, Lam. 2. 
17, 18, 19. And then, (2.) For Caution againſt 
Sin for the time to come; it's plain, that the Re- 


bukes of Providence leave that Effect alſo upon 


gracious Hearts, Extra 9. 13, 14. Pſalm 85. 8. 
Sometimes he cheers and comforts the Hearts 
of his People with ſmiling and reviving Provi- 
dences, both Publick and Perſonal. There are 
Times ol lifting up às well as caſting down by 


the Hand of Providence. The Scene changes, 


the Aſpects of Providence are very cheerful and 
encouraging; their Winter ſeems to be over; 
they put off their Garments of Mourning; and 
then, Ah, what ſyeet Returns are made to Hea- 
ven by gracious Souls! Doth God lift them up 
by Proſperity? They alſo will lift up their God 


by Praiſes. See Pſal. 18. Title, and v. 1,2, 3. 80 
Moſes and the People with him, Exod. 15. when 
God had delivered them from Pbaraab, how do 
they exalt him in a Song of Thankſgiving, which 


for the Elegancy and Spirituality of it, is made 


an Emblem of the Doxologies given to God in 
Vlory by the Saints, Rev. 15. 3. | 


1 


Upon the whole, whatever Effect our Com- 


munion with God in any of his Ordinances doth 


uſe to produce upon our Hearts, the ſame we 


may obſerve to follow our converſing with him 
in his Providences. For, Tia 

1, It is uſually found in the Experience of all 
the Saints, that in what Ordinance or Duty ſoe- 
ver they have any ſenſible Communion with * 


— 95. 
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it naturally produces in their Spirits a deep Abaſe- 
ment and Humiliation from the Senſe of Divine 
Condeſcenſions to ſuch vile poor Worms as we 
are. Thus Abraham, Gen. 18. 27. I am but Duſt 
n Aſhes. The ſame effect follows our Converſe 
with God in his Providences. Thus when God 
had in the way of his Providence proſpered Jacob, 
de · I ow doth he jay himſelf at the Feet of God, as a 
on Man overwhelmed with the Senſe of Mercy ! See 
Gen 32. 5, ro. And Jacob ſaid, I am not worthy 
ofthe leaſt of ull-thy Mercies, and of all the Trath 
which thou haſt ſhewed thy Servint; for with myStaff 
[paſſed over this Jordan, and inow am become two 
Bands, Thus alſo it was with David, 2 Sam. 7. 
18. Who am I, and what is my” Father's Houſe, that 
thou hat brought me bitherto ? And I doubt not but 
ſome of you have found the like Frame of Heart 
upon you, that theſe Holy Men here expreſſed. 
coin you not remember when God lifted you up 
"P Aby Providence; how you caſt down your ſelves 
od H betore him, and have been viler in your own 
80 Eyes than ever? Why, thus do all gracious 
Ha Hearts: What am I, that the Lord ſhould do thus 
1 and thus for me ! O that ever ſo Great and Holy 
; God ſhould thus be concerned for ſo vile and 
** I finful a Worm! ; 
Wy (2.) Doth Communion with God in Ordinan- 
ces melt the Heart into Love to God? Cant. 2. 3,4, 
1 5. Why, ſo doth the Obſervation of his Providen- 
i Yce; alſo. Never did any Man converſe with God's 
Works of Providence aright, but found his Heart 
nu ſome times melted into Love to the God of his 
1 Mercies, Pſalm 18. 1. compared with the Title. 
When God had delivered him from the Hand 

7 of Saul, and all his Enemies, he ſaid, I will love 
ee, O Lord, my Strength. Every Man loves the 

25 EE” | Mercics 
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Mercies of God, but a Saint loves the God of hi 
Mercies. The Mergies of God, as they are the 
Fewel of a wicked Man's Lufts, ſo they are Fewel 
to maintain a good Man's Love to God; not that 
their Love to God is grounded upon theſe exter. 
nal Benefits. Not. thine, but thee, O Lord, i; 
the Motto of a gracioum Sou; but yet theſe thing 

ſerve to blow up the Flame of Love to God in 
their Hearts, and they find it ſo, 1, J. 
3. Doth Communion with God ſet the keeneſt 
Edge upon the Soul againſt Sin? You ſee it doth, 
ant have a pregnant Inftance of it in MAaſes, when 
he had been with God in the Mount for forty 
Days, and had there enjoyed Communion with 
him; when he came down and ſaw the Calf the 
People had made, ſee what an holy Paroxyſm of 
Zeal and Anger it caſt his Soul into, Exod. 32. 
19, 20. Why, the ſame Effe& you may diſcem 
to follow the Saints Converſe with God in hi 
Providences, What was that which pierced the 
Heart of David with ſuch a deep Senſe of the 
Evil of his Sin, which is ſo abundantly manifeſted 


in Pſalm 51. throughout? Why, if you look in- 


to the Title, you ſhall find it was the Effect ot 
what Nathan had laid before him: And if you 
conſult 2 Sam. 12. 7, 8, 9, 10. you ſhall find, it 
was the Goodneſs of God manifeſted to him in 
the ſeveral endearing Providences of his Lite, 
which in this he had ſo evilly requited the Lord 
for; that broke his Heart to pieces in the Senſe of 
it: And I doubt not but ſome of us have ſome- 
times found the like Effects, by comparing Gods 
Ways and our own together. + 

4. Doth Communion with the Lord enlarge the 
Heart for Obedience and Service? Surely it is a. 
Oib to the Wheels, that makes them run on tree!y 


and 
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md nimbly their Courſe. Thus when 1/ai4h had 
obtained a ſpecial Manifeſtat ion of God, and the 
ford ask d, Whom ſhall I ſend ? He preſents a rea- 
dy Soul for the Employment, Iſa. 6. 8. Here am 
Lord, ſend me. Why, the very ſame Effect 
foffows ſanctified Providences, as you may ſee in 
Jeboſaphat, 2 Chron. 17. 5, 6. And in David, 
Pſalms 116. 12. O when a Soul conſiders what 
64d hath done for him, he cannot chuſe but ſay, 
what ſhall Treturn 2 How fhall I anſwer theſe 
Engagements? 

And thus you ſee, what ſweet Communion a 
deal may have with God in the way of his Pro- 
vita ridences. O that you would thus walk with him! 
the du / much of Heaven might be found on Earth 
1 of Wihis'way ! And certainly, it will never repent 
32 the Lord he hath done you good, when his Mer- 
ern cies produce ſuch Effects upon your Hearts: He 
hi will fay of every Favour thus improved, it was 
the well beſtowed,” and will rejoyce over you to do 
he you good for ever. 
_ Second Motive. 

A great Part of the Pleaſure and Delight of the 
ol Chriftan Life it made out of the Obſervations of 
ou B Providence. It is ſaid, Pſalm 111. 2. The Works of 
TY the Lord are great, ſought out of all them that have 
in Pleaſure therein: (i. e.) the Study of Providence is 
© lo ſweet and pleafant, that it invites and allures 
ace Soul to ſearch and dive into it. How plea- 
of Kant is it to 2 well tempered Soul to behold and 


— 


„ obferv S5 3 | | | 
5 (r.) The ſweet Harmony and Conſent of Pi- 
lite Attributes in che Iſſues of Providence! They 

e may ſeem ſometimes to jarr and claſh, to paf̃t 
wich each other, and go contrary ways: But 
they only em ſd to do; for in the winding up, 
7” , wp L 4 they 
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Occur- 
runt no- 
bis, Hy iac. 


him it is that theſe Divine Attributes which be- 
fore ſeemed to claſh and contradict one another 


with Habal kuk, of 2. v. 3. we would but 


Yations of Providence, what rare Proſpects might 


| n do in him meet with Mercy and 


God, 4. 4 I will look into the Wo 


Divine Conduct: Or, 
they always meet and embrace each other, Pſa] 
85. 10. Mercy and Truth have met tqget ber: Rigb. 
tequſueſſ and Peace have kiſſed each other. It is ſpo. 
ken with an immediate Reference to that ſigny 
Providence of 1/rael's Deliverance out of the 
Babyloniſh. Captivity, and the ſweet Effects there. 
of: Wherein the Truth and Righteouſneſs 0 
God in the Promiſes, did as it were kiſs and em. 
brace the Mercy and Peace that was containef 
in the Performance of them, after they had Dil 
ſeemed for ſeventy Years to be ata great diſtanceſWMe 
from each other. For it is an Alluſion to the uſulW Eve 
Demonſtrations of Joy and Gladneſs, that tuo hat 
dear Friends are wont to give and receive, after giv 
a long Abſence and Separation from each other: to 
They no ſooner meet, but they ſmile, embrace G0 
and kiſs each other. Even thus it is here. The Er 
Word W221 may be, (and by ſome is) rendered, Pr 
have met us, and that alſo is true; for whenever an 
theſe bleſſed Promiſes and Performances meet and on 
kiſs each other, they are alſo joyfully embraced Il pe 
and kiſſed by believing Souls. There is, I doubt] 
not, a mediate Reference of this Scripture to mi 
the Meſſiah alſo, and our Redemption by him: In fa 


in the Buſineſs of our Salvation, have a ſweet 
Agreement and Accompliſhment, Truth and 


eace in 2 bleſſed Agreement. What a lovely 


Sight is this / and how pleaſant to behold! O i 


ſtand upon our Watch-Tower to take due Obſer- 
we have! Luther underſtands it of the Word of 
and ob- 


* 
. 
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Jerre there how God accompliſheth all things, 
ind brings them to paſs, and how his Works are 
he fulfilling of his Word. Others (as Calvin) 
inderſtand it of Man's own retiring Thoughts 
and Meditations, wherein a Man carefully ob- 
ſerves what Purpoſes and Deſigns God hath upon 
the World in general, or upon himſelf in parti- 


God in the Word, work themſelves through all 
Difficulties and Impediments, and meet in the 
Mercy, Peace and Happineſs of the Saints ac laſt. 
ſul Every Believer. (take it in which Senſe you will) 
two hath his Watch-Tower 2s well as Habakkuk: and 
iter give me leave to ſay, it's an Angelical Employment 
zer: to. ſtand upon it, and behold the Conſent of 
ace God's Attributes, the Accompliſhment of his 
The Ends, and our own Happineſs in the Work of 
red, WW Providence. For this is the very Joy of the Angels 
er and Saints in Heaven, to ſee God's Ends wrought 
and out, and his Attributes glorified in the Mercy and 
ced i Peace of the Church, Rev. 14. 1, 2, 3-& 8. 
ubtY (2.) And as it's a pleaſant Sight to ſee the Har- 
to mony of God's Attributes, ſo it is exceeding plea- 
In fant to behold the Reſurre&ion of our own Pray- 
be · ers and Hopes as from the Dead. Why, this 
her you may often ſee, if you will duly obſerve the 
Works of Providence towards you. We hope 
d and pray for ſuch and ſuch Merciesto the Church, 


nl orto our ſelves; but God delays the Accompliſh- 
eh ment of our Hopes, ſuſpends the Anſwer of our 


il Prayers, and ſeems to {peak to us, as Hab. 2. 3. 
but Wl For the Viſion is yet for an appointed time, but at the 
er- end it ſhall ſpeak and not lye: though it tarry, wait 
ht fer it, becauſe it will ſurely come, it will not tarry: 
of but we have no Patience to wait the Time 


b. the Promiſe, our Hopes languiſh and die 


7 1 


Mcular, and how the Truth and Righteouſneſs of 
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Change and unexpected Turn of Providence if. 


- Divine Conduct: Or, 


zn the Interim; and we ſay with the deſponderWlli 


Church, Lam! 2.18. Our Hope is periſhed from th, Wet 
Lord; but oh, how ſweet and comfortable is ir 
to ſee theſe Prayers fulfilled, after we have given 
up all ExpeRation of them! May we not (ay ai 
them, -as the Scripture ſpeaks of rhe Reſtoration 
of the Jews, it is even Life from the Dead. Thi 
was David's Caſe, Pſal. 31. 22. he gave up hi 
Hopes ane Priyers for loſt, yet lived to ſee the 
comfortable! and unexpected Returns of them 
And this was the Caſe of Fob, chap. 6. 11. he had 
given up all Expoctation of better Days, and yet Nec 
this Man lived to ſee a Reſurrection of alk his fol | 

Comforts with an Advantage. Think how that 


feed his Soul: it is with our Hopes and Prayers 
as with our Alms,: Caſt thy Bread on the Waters, fir 
thou (balt find it after many Days, Eccleſ. 11. 1. ot 
as it was with Jacob, who had given over all 
Hopes of ever ſeeing his beloved Joſepb again, but 
when a ſtrange and unexpected Providence had 
reſtored that hopeleſs Mercy to him again, oh Nd 
how raviſhing and tranſporting was it? Gen. 46. 
2 p 30, N 6 * 5 

7 3.) What a tranſporting Pleaſure is it, to be- If 
hold great Bleſſings and Advantages to u BY! 
wrought by Providence, out of thoſe very things Ie 
that ſeemed to threaten our Ruin or Miſery ? and NY 
yer by due obſerving the Ways of Providence, [4 
you may to your ſingular Comfort find it ſo. Lit- * 
tle did Joſepb think his Tranſportation into Egypt, 1 
had been in order to his Advancement there; th 


yet he lived with Joy to ſee it, and with a thank- IR 


fal Heart to acknowledge it, Gen. 45.5. Wait NR 
and obſerve, and yon ſhall aſſuredly find that I 
Promiſe, Rom. 8. 28. working out its way en 80 
ME | 2 
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providences. How. many times have you 
ven made to ſay as David, Pal. 119.71. It is 
ud for me that I have been afflicted. O what a 
bifference have we feen betwixt our Afflictions 


deny 
n the 


15 it 


ive a 5 5 

y 0 tour firſt meeting with them, and our parting 
tion dom them! We have entertained them with 
Thü Piebs and Tears, but parted from them with Joy, 


bx ieſang God for them, as the happy Inſtruments 
the of our good. Thus our Fears and Sorrows are 
Jurned into Praiſes and Songs of Thankſgiving. 
{4-) What unſpeakable Comfort is it for a 
poor Soul, that ſees nothing but Sin and Vileneſs 
in it ſelf, at the ſame time to ſee what an high 
Efteem and Value the great God hath for him! 
This may be diſcerned by a due Attendance to 
Proyidence, for there a Man ſees Goodneſs and 
Mercy following him through all his Days, as it is, 
Aal. 2 3. 6. Other Men proſecute Good, and it 
flies from them, they can never overtake it ; bur 
Goodneſs and Mercy follow the People of God, 
ind they cannot avoid or eſcape it: it gives them 
caſe Day by Day; and finds them out; even 
16, N chen they ſometimes put themſelves by Sin out 
of the way of it. In all the Providences that be- 
1. fal them, Goodneſs and Mercy purſues them. O 
us wich what a melting Heart do they ſometimes 
gs veflect upon theſe things! and will not the Goods 
nd 77 God be diſconraged from following me, notwitb- 
fanding all my wile Afﬀronts and Abuſes of it in for- 
t- ¶ mer Mercies ? Lord, what am I, that Mercy ſhould 
pr, ¶ bus purſue me, when Vengeance and Wrath purſue o- 
thers at good by Nature as 1 am? It certainly ar- 
k- gues the great Eſteem God hath of a Man,when 
it Ye thus follows him wich ſanctified Providences 
at (whether they be Comforts or Crofles ) for his 
h good. And ſo much is plain, from Fob 7. 18, 3 5 
* 10 


x60 
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what is Man,that thou ſhouldft wifit bim every Morning 
and try bim every Moment? Certainly, God's Pe 

ple are his Treaſure, and by this it appears tha 
they are ſo, that he withdraws not his Eye fron 
them, Job 36.7. I ſay not, that God's Favour an 
Reſpe&to a Man, my be concluded ſingly fron 
his Providences ; but fan&ified Providences my 
very much clear it to us: and when it doth fo, f 
cannot but be Matter of exceeding great Joy, 
(F.) To conclude, what is there in all his 
World that can give a Soul ſuch Joy and Comf on 
as to find himſelf by every thing ſet on and far 
thered in his Way to Heaven! And yet this may 
be diſcerned, by an heedful Attendance to the 
Effects and Iſſues of Providences. 
How croſs ſoever the Winds and Tides of Pro. 
vidence at any time ſeem to us, yet nothing ö 
more certain than that they all conſpire to ha. 
ſten ſanctified Souls to God, and fit them for 
Gir. 20215 e gtrtins 
St. Paul knew, that both his Bonds and the A, 
flictions added to them ſhould turn to, or (as the 
Word wCio:ra imports) finally iſſue in his Sal. 
vation, Phil. 1. 19. Not that in themſelves they 
ſerve to any ſuch Purpoſe ; but as they are over- 
ruled and determined to ſuch an End, through 
Prayer, and the Supply of the Spirit of Feſus Chrilt. 
When Prayer the external, and the Spirit the in- 
ternal Means, are joined with them; then Afi: 
ions themſelves become excellent Means to pro- 
mote Salvation. And have we not with Joy ob- 
ſerved, how thoſe very things, that Senſe and 
Reaſon tell us are oppoſne to our Happineſs, have 
been the moſt bleſſed Inſtruments to promote it? Wi 
How hath God bleſſed Croſſes to mortifie Co. Y? 
ruption , Wants. to kill our Wantonneſs „ Diſap- 5 
* | point" if 
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iments to wean us from the World! O we little 
nk, how comfortable thoſe things will be in 
©; We Review, Which are ſo burdenſome to preſent 


The Third Motive. 

In: the next place, I beſeech you conſider, 
What an effettual Means the due Obſervation of Provi- 
ee will be to over-power and ſuppreſs the natural 
leiſin that is in your Hearts. | 
There is a natural ſeed of Atheiſm in the beſt 

arts, and this is very much nouriſhed, by paſ- 
ga raſh and falſe Judgment upon the Works of 
rovidence. When we ſee wicked ones to pro- 
et in the World, and godly Men cruſhed and de- 
oy'd in the Way of Righteouſneſs and Integri- 
ʒ it may tempt us to think, there is no Advan- 
zee by Religion, and all our Self-denial and Ho- 
inels, to be little better than loſt Labour. Thus 
lood the Caſe with good Aſaph, Pſal. 73. 12,13. 
gebold, «4 are the ungodly that proſper in the Worl 


af. V increaſe in Riches : And what doth the Fleſh in- 
the from thence ? - Why no leſs than the unpro- 
al. Nableneſs of the Ways of Holineſs, Yerily I have 


ſed:my Heart in vain, and waſhed my Hands in 
Imocency. This irreligious Inference carnal Rea- 
on was ready to draw from the Diſpenſations of 
weward Proſperity to wicked Men; but now if 
would heedfully obſerve, either the ſignal Re- 


n:. Wributions of Providence to many of them in th 
o. Nd, or to all of them in the World to come; O 
\þ. NIvbat a full Confirmation is this to our Faith 2 


ſal. 9. 16. The Lord is known by the Judgments that 
x exccuteth, The fifty - eighth P/a/m contains the 
Characters of the moſt prodigious Sinners, whole 
Wickedneſs is aggra vate. 


FT” 


— 
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By the Deliberation with which it's commil 
eee Pos 7 
"By their Habit and Cuſtom in it, Ver. z. 

By their Incorrigibleneſs and Perſiſtance ini 


Fer. 4, .. | 
And the Providence of God is their invited Nu 
To deſtroy their Power, Ver. 6. and that eithele 
By a gradual and infenſible Conſumption lo 
them, Ver. 7, 8. or, | 1 
By a ſudden and unexpected Stroke, Ver. 9. (60 
And what ſhall the Effects of ſuch Providenalnd 
be to the Righteous ? Why, it ſhall be matter q 
joy, Ver. 10. And great Confirmation to the. 
Faith in God, Ver. 11. Verily there is a God that ju la 
&h in the Earth. 22 "BULLY 
And onthe-contrary, how convincingly cle: 
are thoſe Providences, that demonſtrate the H 
ing, Wiſdom, Power, Love and Faithfulneſs oi 
God, in the ſupporting, preſerving and delire 
ring of the righteous, in all their Dangers, Feu Nat 
and Difficulties ? In theſe things the Lord ſhenfſ#" 
himſelf to his people, -P/al. 94. 1. Yea, he ſhen 
Himſelf to ſpiritual Eyes in the Providence, Mr 
clearly as the Sun manifeſts himſelf by His on 
Beams of Light, Hab. 7 3, 4. His Brightneſs wi 
as the Light, and he had Horns coming out l ( 
Hands, and there was the hiding of his Power. IO. 
ſpoken of the Lord's going forth for his People 
in their Deliverance from their Enemies: an 
then he had Horns or Rays and Beams of Pow 
and Mercy coming out of his Hands; by tv! 


Hands are meant his providential Adminiftraih® 
ons and Diſpenſations, and the Horns that cam la 
out of them, are nothing elſe but the gloria 
Diſplay of his Attributes in thoſe Providence ar 
How did God make himſelf known to his Pecs 
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chat ſignal Deliverance ol them out of Egypt 2 
te Exod. 6. 3. Then he was known to them by 
his Name Jehovah, in giving Being by his Provi- 


- +Mences to the Mercies promiſed. 


| ors 
one 
as needful in all your ſtraits? Was it not the 
Mord? *Tis he that bath given Bread to them that 
im, and hath been ever mindful of his Covenant, 
Wl, xxx. 5. O do but conſider the Conſtancy, 


Thus when Cbr:/* ſhall give his People the laſt 
ind greateſt Deliverance from Antichriſi, he ſhall 
dew himſelf to his People in a veſture dipt in 
ood, and his Name ſhall be called, The Word of 

od, Rev. 19. 13. His Name was the Word of 

dd before; but then he was che Word revealing 


ad diſcovering the Promiſes and Truth: of God; 


wow accompliſhing and fulfilling them. I hat his 


me is near, his wonderful Works declare 
Pal. 75. 1. 5 


But more particularly, let us bring it home to 
ur own Experience. It may be, we find our 


les ſometimes aſſaulted with Atheiſtical 


Thoughts: We are tempted to think God hath 
eft all things below to the Courſe and Sway of 
Nature, that our Prayers reach him not, as it is, 
a8. 3. 44. that he regards not what Evils befall 
„ But tell me, Saints, have you not enough at 


and to ſtop the Mouths of all ſuch Temptations? 
MO do but reflect upon your own Experiences, and 


lolemnly ask your own Hearts 
1.) Have you never ſeen the All-ſufficient 
od in the Proviſions he hath. made for you and 
throughout all the Way that you have 
Who was it that ſupplied to you whatever 


walonableneſs, and at ſometimes the Extraordi- 


iges of theſe. Proviſions, and. how they have 
een given in upon Prayer, and ſhut your Fes 


* 
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Divine Conduct: Or, 
if you can, againſt the convincing Evidence ( 
that great Truth, Job 36. 7. He withdraweth yy 
bis Eye from the Righteous. 

(2.) Have you not plainly diſcerned the Cars 
of God in your Preſervations from ſo many an 
great Dangers as you have eſcaped and been cat 
ried through hitherto 2 How is it that you hate 
over-lived ſo many mortal Dangers, Sickneſlz 
Accidents, Deſigns of Enemies to ruin you ? | 
is, I preſume, beyond Queſtion with you, tha 
the very Finger of God hath been in theſe thing 
and that it is by his Care alone, you have been 
preſerved. When God had fo ſignally delivered 


David from a dangerous Diſeaſe, and the Plot 


of Enemies againſt him, by this (faith he) I knw 


thou favoureſt me, becauſe mine Enemy doth not tri 


wmph over me, Pſal. 41. 11. He gathered from 


thoſe gracious Protections, the Care God had 0. 


ver him. 

.  (4-) Have you not plainly diſcerned the Hand 
of God, in the Returns and Accompliſhments of 
your Prayers? Nothing can be more evident 
than this, to Men of Obſervation, Pſal. 34. 4, f, 
6. I ſought the Lord, and be heard me, and deli vel 
me from all my Fears. They looked unto him and wer 
lightned, and their Faces were not aſhamed. This 
poor Man cried, and the Lord heard him, and [avi 
bim out of all bis Troubles, Parallel to this, runs 
the Experience of thouſands and ten thouſands 
of Chriſtians this Day; they know they have the 


Petitions they asked of him. The Mercy carries 
the very Impreſs and Stamp of the Duty upon it 
So that we can ſay, This is the Mercy, the ver 


Mercy I have fo often ſought God about. 0 


how ſatisfying and convincing are theſe things: 
(A. Have you not evidently diſcerned the 


Lord“ 
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Lord's Hand, in the guiding and directing of 
your Paths, to your unforeſeen Advantage? 
Things that you never projected for your ſelves, 
have been brought about beyond all your thoughts. 
Many ſuch things are with God; and which of 
Wall the Saints hath not found that Word, Fer. 10. 
Ez. verified by clear and undeniable Experience? 
Bl The Way of Man is not in bimſelf. I preſume, if 
you will but look over the Mercies you poſſeſs 
this Day, you will find three to one, ic may be 
ten to one, thus wrought by the Lord for you. 
And how ſatisfying beyond all Arguments in the 
World are theſe Experiences, That there is a 
God to whom his People are exceeding dear, s 
God that performeth all things for them ! 1 
9005 Is it not fully convictive, that there is a 
d who takes Care of you, in as much as you 
are found in all the Temptations and Difficulties 
of your Lives his Promiſes {till fulfilled, and faich- 
fully performed in all thoſe Conditions? I appeal 
to your ſelves, if you have not ſeen that Promiſe 
made good, Pſal. 91. 15. I will be with bim in 
Trouble ; and that, x Cor. 10. 13. God is faithful, who 
„vil not ſuffer you to be tempted above that you are a- 
ble; but will with the Temptation alſo make à Way to 
eſcape, that ye may be able to bear it. Have not 
thele been as clearly made out by Providence be- 
une bre your Eyes, as the Sun at Noon day? What 
ach Room then is left for Atheiſtical Suggeſtions in 
bel Jour Breaſts? e 29 
1 wi Fourth Motive. 705 
recording and recognizing of the Performances 
ry Providence, will be a ſingular * to Faith in future 
genie. This excellent Uſe of it lies full in 
de very Eye of the Text. There never befell 
if David in all his Troubles, a greater Strait and 


1 


x 60 ae Convuces Or, 
Diligen- Diſtreſs than this; and doubtleſs his Faith had 


ter er. ſtagger'd, had not the Conſiderations of former 
Providence come in to its Relief. From this 7» 


pendamus 
res præte- 


ritas, tum pick Faith argues, and that very ſtrongly and 


przſentes;concluſively. So did David's Faith in many Ex. 
ur ad fu gences: When he was to encounter the Chan-. 
pion of the Philiſtines, it was from former Provi. la 


tura para- 
241 7. dence that he encouraged himſelf, 1 Sam. 17. 37, 


mus: fi- And the Apoſtle Paul improves his Experience 
des argu- to the ſame Purpoſe, 2 Cor. 1.9, 10. Indeed the 


mentaſe whole Scripture is full of it: What Chriſtians un. iſ 


ſolet 3 


ad pre- Experiences he hath had to relieve and enliven? 
ſens; & But I ſhall not ſatisfy my ſelf with the common 
-_ N Aſſertion, than which nothing is more trite in 
— "the Lips of Profeſſors: but will labour to ſhey 
Ad. you, wherein the great Uſefulneſs of our recor- 
died Experiences, for encouraging Faith labour. 
ing under Difficulties, conſiſts. To this Purpoſe, 
I ſhall deſire the Reader to ponder ſeriouſly theſe 
following Particulars. Tr 
1. How much Advantage thoſe things have 
upon our Souls, which we have already felt and 
taſted, beyond thoſe which were never reliſhed 
by any former Experience? What is Experi- 
ence but the bringing down of the Objects of 
Faith to the Dijudication and Teſt of ſpiritual 
Senſe ? Now when any thing hath been once 
taſted; felt and judged by former Experience, it 
is much more eaſily believed and received when 
it concurs again. It's much eaſier for Faith to 
travel in a Path that is well known to it, ha- 
ving formerly trod it; than to beat out a new one 
which it never trod, nor can ſee one Step before 
it. Hence it is, tho' there be a Difficulty in all 
the Acts of Faith, yet ſcarce in any like the firſt 
Adventure 


præterito, derſtands not the exceeding Uſefulneſs of thoſe and 
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\drenture ic makes upon Chriſt, and the Reaſon 
ies here, becauſe in the ſubſequent Acts it hath all its 
emer Experiences to aid and encourage it; but 
athe firſf Adventure it hath none at all of its own, 
- Wt.cakes a Path which it never knew before. 

Lo truſt God without any Tryal or Experience, 
j. $2 more noble Act of Faith; but to truſt him af- 
er we have often tryed him, is known to be more 
aly. O tis no ſmall Advantage to a Soul in a 
new Plunge and Diſtreſs, to be able to ſay, This 
not the firſt time I have been in theſe Deeps, 
nd yet emerged * of them! Hence it was, that 
! BCbrif rub'd up his Diſciples Memories with what 
Providence had formerly wrought for them in 2 
2 Straits, Marth. 16. 8, 9, 10, 11. O ye 1 
licle Faith, why reaſon. ye among your ſelves, becauſe 


* 


or. I be ve brought,no Bread? Do Je not yet underſtand, 


Laber remember ? q. d. Were ye never under an 

Strait for Bread before now? Is this the fiel 
Difficulty that ever your Faith combated with 2 
No, no, you have felt Straits, and experienced 
the Power and Care of God in ſupplying them, 
before now? and therefore I cannot but call, you 
Men of little Faith ; for a very ordinary and ſmall 


ri. Meaſure of Faith, aſſiſted with ſo. much. Experi- 


ence as you have hadꝭ Would enable you ro truſt 
God. There is as much Difference betwixt belie- 
ying before and after Experience, as there is be- 
twixt Swimming with Bladders, and our firſt | 
Venture inco the deep Waters without them. 
What a ſingular Encouragement. to Faith to / 
former Experiences yield it, by dern all 
the Pleas and Objections of Unbelief dra un from 
the Object of Faith? Now there be two things 
that Unbelicf ſtumbles at in God: One is his 
Power, che other his Willingneſs to help. 
| M 2 (r.) Un- 


- Divine Conduct: Or, 
(I.) Unbelief objects the Impoſlibility of Re: 
lief in deep Diſtreſſes, Pſal. 78. 19. Can God fw.lgeſ 
niſh a Table in the Wilderneſs ? Can be give Bread il Miſelvi 
ſo ? Can be provide Fleſh for his People? O vile and 
unworthy Thoughts of God! proceeding fron 
our meaſuring the immenſe and boundleſs Power 
of God, by our own Line and Meaſure : becauſe 
we ſee not which way Relief ſhould come, we 
conclude, none is to be expected. But all theſe 
Reaſonings of Unbelief are vanquiſh'd by a ſeri. 
ous Reflection upon our own Experiences: GolWiti 
hath helped, therefore he can, . 59. 1. Hi 
Hand is not ſhortned: (i. e.) he hath as much Pow 
er and Ability as formerly. a 
(2.) Unbelief objects againſt the Will of Grd, 
and queſtions, whether he will. now be graci- 
ous, though he hath formerly been ſo. But after 
ſo many Experiences of his Readineſs to help, 
what Room for doubting remains? Thus Paul 
reaſoned from the Experience of what he had 
done, to what he could do, 2 Cor. 1. 10. and ſo 
did David, 1 Sam. 17.96. Indeed if a Man had 
never experienced the Goodneſs of God to him, 
it were not ſo heinous a Sin to queſtion his Wil 
lingneſs to do him good but what place is leſt 
after ſuch frequent TryalS$ LORIE 
2. It gives great Encouragement to Faith, as 
. it anſwers the Obje&ions of Unbelief drawn from 
the Subject. Now theſe Objections are of two 
' ſorts allo. OLE; © | 
(J.) Such as are drawn from our great Un- 
worthineſs. How (faith Unbelief) can ſo ſin- 
ful and vile a Creature expect, that ever God 
: ſhould do this or that for me? Tis true, we find 
he did great things for Abraham, Iſaac, Facob, Me- 
ſes, Cc. but theſe were Men of eminent — 
ES . nme, 
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' for Meſs, Men that obeyed God, and denied them- 
deres for him, and lived more in a Day to his 
and Glory than ever I did in all my Days. 

from Well, but what ſignifies all this to a Soul, that 
Wer under all its ſenſible Vileneſs and Unworthineſs 
hath caſted the Goodneſs of God as well as they? 
, wells unworthy as I am, God hath been good to 
menotwithſtanding: His Mercy appear'd firſt to 
ne, when I was worſe than I am now, both in con- 


GolWition and diſpoſition ; and therefore I will ſtill ex- 
Hiſpet the Continuance of his Goodneſs to me, 


Mhough I deſerve it not. If when we were Enemies 
we were reconciled to God by the Death of his Son, how 


Och more being reconciled, we ſhall be ſaved by his 
ac L ? Rom. 5. 10. 
fer (2.) Such as are drawn from the Extremity of 


elp, our preſent Condition; if Troubles or Dangers 
grow to an Height, and we ſee nothing but Ru- 
in and Miſery in the Eye of Reaſon before us; 
now Unbelief becomes importune and trouble- 
ſome to the Soul; now where are thy Prayers, 
Hopes, yea, where is now thy God? 
But all this is eaſily put by and avoided, by 
conſulting our Experiences in former Caſes. This 
Is not the firſt time I have been in theſe ſtraits, 

4 Wnor the firſt time I have had the ſame Doubts and 
om FDeſpondencies, and yet God hath carried me 
wo rough all, Pſal. 77.7, 8, 9, Cc, This is it that 
ufersnot a Chriſtian to unravel all his Hopes in 
an Hour of Temptation. O how uſeful are theſe 
lungs to the People of God 

; The Fifth Motive, 
The Recognition of former Providences will nini- 
lo W'r ro your Souls continual Matter of Praiſe and 
l- ankſgiuing, which is the very Imployment of the 
65 gels in Heaven, and the ſweeteſt part of our Lives 
\ Earth, | M 3 dee 
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See Pſal. 61.7, 8. If God will prepare Merc11t 
and Truth for David, he will prepare Praiſes fall the 
his God, and that daily. So Pſal. 7x. 6. By th lt 
have ] been holden up from the Womb, thou art he thff tha 
rook me out of my Mother's Bowels ; (there Merci ane 


from the beginning are recognized.) My Praj 
ſhall be continually of thee : there the natural Reſy 
of thoſe Recognitions is expreſſed. 

There be five things belonging to the Praiſec 
God, and all of them have relation to his Proyi 
dences exerciſed about us. 

(1.) A careful * . of the Mercies we 
receive from him, Iſa. 4r.t7, 18, 19, 20. Thi 
is fundamental to all Praiſe : God cannot be gl 
rified for the Mercies we never noted. Tt 

(2.) A faithful Remembrance of the Favoun 
received, Pſal. 103. 2. Bleſs the Lord, O my So 
and forget not all bis Benefits, Hence the Lon 
brands the Ingratitude of his People, Pſal. 10 
13. They ſoon forgat bis Works. - us 

(3.) A due Appreciation and Valuation of cf K 
very Providence that doth us good, 1 Sam. 11 en 
24. That Providence that fed them in the Wilder ca: 
neſs with Manna, was the moſt remarkable Prof . 
vidence to them? but they not valuing it at iy on 
Worth, God had not that Praiſe for it which be 
expected, Numb. 11. 6. 

(4. The Excitation of all the Faculties an 
Powers of the Soul in the Acknowledgment d 
theſe Mercies to us. Thus David, Pal, 103. 


Bleſs the Lord, O my Soul ; and all that is within n m 

bleſs his holy Name. Soul-praife is the very Soul 7. 

of Praiſe: this is the Fat and Marrow of tha th 

Thank-offering. | ſh 
(F.) A ſuitable Retribution for the Mercie 

received. This David was careful about, P & 
| 1189 


Che Wyſtery of Providence. 
116. 1. And the Lord taxes godd Hezekiah for 
the Neglect of it, 2 Chron. 32. 24, 25. This con- 
fiſts in a full and hearty Reſignation of all to him: 
that we have received by Providence from him: 
ud in our Willingneſs actually to part with all 
or him, when he ſhall remand it. 
Thus you ſee, how all the Ingredients to Praiſe, 
have reſpe& to Providences. But more particu- 
larly I will ſhew you, that as all the Ingredients 
et Praiſe have reſpe& to Providences, ſo all the 
Motives and Arguments obliging and engaging 
s wall Souls to Praiſe, are found therein alſo. To this 
end conſider, how the Mercy and Goodneſs of 
polo God is exhibited by Providence, to excite our 
Thankfulneſs. 5 
(r.) That the Goodneſs and Mercy of God is 
let out upon his People in his Providences about 
them: and this is the very Root of Praiſe. It is 
not ſo much the Poſſeſſion that Providence gives 
us of ſuch or ſuch Comforts, as the Goodneſs and 
Kindneſs of God in the diſpenſing of them, that 
engages a gracious Soul to Praiſe, Pſal 63. 3. Be- 
cauſe thy Loving-kindneſs is better than Life, my Lips 
ſball praiſe thee. To give, maintain and preſerve 
our Life, are choice Acts of Providences : butto 
do all this in a way of Grace and Loving-kind- 
nels, this is far better than the Gifts themſelves, 
Lite is but the Shadow of Death without it: this 
"Fl 15the Mercy that crowns all other Mercies, P/al. 
103. 4. It's this a ſanRified Soul deſires God would 
manifeſt in every Providence about him, P/al. 17. 
0 f and what is our praiſing of God elſe, but our 
ewing forth that Loving-kindneſs, which he 
ſheweth us in his Providences? Pſal. 92. 1, 2. 


ſted in Providences, is a Motive to Praite ; fo 


(2.) As the Loving-kindneſs of God manife- . 
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the free and 1 Favours of God, diſpenſed 
by che Hand of Providence, oblige the Soul to 
Praiſe. This was the Conſideration that melted 
David's Heart into a thankful praiſing Frame, e- 
ven the Conſideration of the free and undeſerved 
Favours caſt in upon him by Providence, 2 Sam, 
7. 18. What am I? O Lord God: and what is m 
Father's Houſe, that thou haſt brought me bitherto? 
(i. e.) raiſed me by Providence from a mean 
Condition to all this Dignity : From following the 


© _Ewes, to feed Jacob bis People, Pſalm 78. 70, 71, 


O this is it that engages Thankfulnefs, Gen 
32. 10. | 


(3.) As the Freeneſs of Mercies diſpenſed by 


Providence, engageth Praiſe ; ſo the Multitudu 


of Mercies heaped this way upon us, ſtrongly ob- 
lige the Soul to Thankfulneſs. Thus David comes 
before the Lord encompaſſed with a Multitude 
of Mercies to praiſe him, Pſal. . 79. We have 


our Loads of Mercies, and that every day, Pſal. 


68. 19. O what a rich Heap will the Mercies of 
one Day make, being laid together ! 

(4.) As the Multitudes of Mercies diſpenſed 
by Providence, oblige to Praiſe ; ſo the Tender. 
»e/s of God's Mercy manifeſted in his Providence, 
leaves the Soul under a ſtrong Obligation to 
Thankfulneſs. We ſee what tender Reſentments 
the Lord hath of all our Wants, Straits and Bur- 
dens, Pſal. 103. 13. Like as a Father pitieth his Chil- 
dren, ſo the Lord pitieth them that fear him, He is 
full of Bowels, as that Word ToaauonaeſyrC0- in 
James F. 11. ſignifies. Yea, there are not only 
Bowels of Compaſſion in our God, but the Ten- 
derneſs of Bowels, like thoſe of a Mother to her 


| Sucking Child, /. 49. 15. He feels all our Pains, 
as if che Apple of his Eye were touched, Zech. 4 
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and all this is diſcovered to his People in the 
way of his Providences with them, Pſal, 111. r, 
2 . O who of all the Children of God hath 
bot often found this in his Providences? And who 
can ſee it, and not be filled with Thankfulneſs: 
All theſe are ſo many Bands clapt by Providence 
pon the Soul, to oblige it to a Life of Praiſe. 
fence it is, that the Prayers of the Saints are 
ſo full of Thankſgivings upon theſe Accounts: 
Tis ſweet to recount them to the Lord in Pray- 
Jer: To lie at his Feet in an holy Aſtoniſhmene 
Gen, at his gracious Condeſcenſions to poor Worms, 

The Sixth Motive, 
by The due Obſervabion of Providence will endear Je- 


udn fas Chriſt every Day more and more to your Souls. 
obe  Chrif is the Channel of Grace and Mercy: 
me; through him are all the decurſus & recurſus gratia- | 


ude um, all the Streams of Mercy that flow from 
are God to us, and all the Returns of Praiſe from us 
a. to God, 1 Cor. 3. 21, 22. All things are ours up- 
of on no other Title, but our Being his. 
Now there be ſix Things in Providence, that 
ed N are exceedingly endearing of the Lord Jeſus Cbriſt 
er- to his People: And theſe are the moſt ſweet and 
de, delicious Parts of all our Enjoyments. 
to 1. The Purchaſe of all thoſe Mercies which 
ts © Providences convey to us, is by his own Blood: 
r- © For not only Spiritual and Eternal Mercies, but 
. © even all our Temporal ones, are the Acquiſition of 
is bis Blood. Look, as Sin forfeited all, fo Chriſt re- 
in ſtored all theſe Mercies again to us by his Death. 
vin had ſo ſhut up the Womb of Mercy, that had 
not Cbri made an Atonement by his Death, it 
could never have brought forth one Mercy to all 
Eternity for us. It is with him that God freely gives 
ur all things, Rom. 8. 32. Heaven it ſelf, and all 
258 | things 
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Bona gra- things needful to bring us thither, among which el 
= Kglo ig principally included the Tutelage wh. Aid of 

1 on- Divine Providence: So that whatever good ws 10 

divi- receive from the Hand of Providence, we muf 
nz tutelæ put it upon the Score of Chriſt's Blood; and wet 
OP35, 3c we receive it, we may ſay, Tis the Price of 
Heir Blood: *Tis a Mercy riſing up out of the Death 
ſcutum. Of Chriſt : It coſt him dear, though it come tg 
Feli g- me freely: It's ſaveet in the Poſſeſſion, but coſtly in 
mopfis in the Acquiſition. Now this is a moſt endearing 
* Conſideration: Did Chriſt dye, that theſe Mer. 

cies might live? Did he pay his invaluable Blood 

to purchaſe theſe Comforts, ghat I poſſeſs? 0 

what tranſcendent, matchleſs Love, was the 

Love of Chriſt! You have known Parents that 

have laid out all their Stock of Money to pur- 

chaſe Eſtates for their Children; but when did 

you hear of any that ſpent the whole Stock and 

reaſure of their Blood, to make a Purchaſe for 
them? If the Life of Chriſt had not been ſo af. 
flictive and fad to him, ours could not have been 
ſo ſweet and comfortable to us: Tis through his 

Poverty we are enriched, 2 Cor. 8. 9. Theſe ſweet 

Mercies that are born of Providence every Day, 

are the Fruits of the Travel of his Soul. 

2. The Sanctification of all, is by our Union with 

Chriſt ; *Tis by Virtue of our Union with his Per- 

ſon, that we enjoy the ſanctiſied Gifts and Bleſ- 

fings of Providence. All theſe are Mercies additi- 
- onal to that great Mercy CHRIST, Mat. 6. 33. 

They are given with him, as in Rom. 8. 32. This is 

the Tenure by which we hold them, 1 Cor. 3. 21, 

22,23, Look, what we loſt in Adam, is reſtored 

again with Advantage in Chriſt : Immediately up- 

on the Fall, that Curſe, Gez. 2. 17. ſeized upon 
all che miſerable Poſtericy of Adam, and upon all 
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their 


hich Ngeir Comforts, outward as well as inward ; and 


Lid of 
d we X 
Med ſo many poor condemned Wretches, till the 


- ſtill lies heavy upon them: All that Provi- 
n 


ce doth for them that are Chriſtleſs, is but to 


dentence they are under be executed upon them: 
| is indeed bountiful and open- handed to man 
of them, and fills them wirh EarthlPComforts' 
bat not one ſpecĩal ſanctified Mercy is to be fo 
Fons all their Enjoyments: Theſe Gifts of Pro- 

nce do but deceive, defile and deſtroy them 
through their own Corruptions, and for want of 
Union with Chriſt, Prov, 1. 32. The Proſperity of 
Fools ſhall deffroy tbem. 25 | 

But when a Man is once in Chrift, then all 
Providences are ſanctified and ſweet, Tit. 1. 15; 
Unto the Pure all things are pure. A little that 4 
Righttous Man hath is better than the Treaſures of 
many Wicked, Pſal. 37. 16. Now Chriſt becomes 
an Head of Influence, as well as of Dominion ; and 
in all things he conſults the Good of his own 
Members, Eph. 1. 22. 

3. The Diſpenſation of all our Comforts and 
Mercies, is by his Direction and Appointment. 
[It's true, the Angels are imploy'd in the Kingdom 
of Providence, they move the Wheels, i. e. are 
inſtrumental in all the Revolutions in this lower 
World; but ſtill they receive Directions and Or- 
ders from Chriſt, as you may ſee in that admlra- 
ble Scheme of Providences, Exel. 1. 25, 26, Oc. 
Now what an endearing Meditation is this! 
Whatever Creature be inſtrumental for any good 
to you, it's your Lord Jeſus Chriſt that gave the 
Orders and Commands to that Creature to do it; 
and without it they could have done nothing 
for you: It's your Head in Heaven that conſults 
your Peage and Comfort on Earth. Theſe K the 

| rus 
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Fruits of his Care for you. So in the Prevention f 
and Reſtraints of Evil; tis he that bridles in thell 
Wrath of Devils and Men, he holds the Reins in Ind 
his own Hands, Rev. 2. 10. "Twas the Care offffipot! 
"Chriſt over his poor Sheep at Damaſcus, tha 
- opt the raging Adverſary, who was upon the 2 
Way, deſigning to deſtroy them, Acts 9. Lor. 
A The Continuation of all your Mercies and I fle, 
Comforts, outward as well as inward, is the Fru 6 
of his Interceſſion in Heaven for you. For look, com 
as the offering up of the Lamb of God a Sacrifice Nx 
for Sin, opened the Door of Mercy at firſt: ſo Nx 
his appearing before God as a Lamb that had her 
been ſlain, ftill keeps that Door of Mercy open, cor 
Kev. 5.6. Heb. 9. 24. By this his Interceſſion, Ware 
our Peace and Comforts are prolonged to us, Wand 
Zech. I. 12, 13. Every Sin we commit would 
put an end to the Mercies we poſſeſs, were it No 
not for that Caution which is put in for us by it, 
1 John 2. 1, 2. F any Man fin, we bave an Ad vo- 
cate with the Father, Jeſus Chriſt the Righteous ; and 
he it the Propitiation for our Sins, &c. This ſtops 
all Pleas, and procures new Pardons for new Sins. 
Hence it is he ſaves to the uttermoſt, to the laſt 
compleating Act, Heb. 7. 25. New Sins do not 
irritate our former Pardons, nor cut off our Pri- 
vileges ſettled upon us in Chriſt. 
8 i, The returns and anſwers of all your Prayers 
and Cries to Heaven for the removing of your 
Afflictions, or ſupply of your Wants, are all pro- 
Cured and obtained for you by Jeſus Chriſt. He 
is the Maſter of your Requeſts, and were it not 
that God had reſpect to him, he would never re- 
Fo your Cries to him, nor.return any Anſwer 


Peace to you, how great ſoever your. Diſtreſ- 
ſes ſhould be, Rev. 8. 3,4. *Tis his Name that 
Z id gives 
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' Wives our Prayers their acceptance, Jobn x5. 16. 
tion ecauſe the Father can deny him nothing, there- 
there your Prayers are not denied. Doth God 
s inffcondeſcend to hear you in the Day of Trouble ? 
oth he convince you by your own Experi 4 
that your Prayers have Power with God, and do 


* Id Jeſus Chriſt, for this high and glorious Pri- 
nag J 
uit © The Covenant of Grace, in which all your 
Ok, comfortable Enjoyments are comprized, and by 
ice Myhich they are ſecured, ſanctiſied and {weetned 
lo p you, is made in Chriſt, and ratified by him 
ad MWhetwixt God and you. Your Mercies are all 
n, Fcomprized in this Covenant, even your daily 
2", Bread, Pſalm 111. 5. as well as your Juſtification, 
VS, Wand other ſpiritual Mercies. n 
d Tis your Covenant Intereſt, that ſecures to 
it you whatever it comprizes, Ja. 55. 3. Hence 
it, N they are called the ſure Mercies of David. 
Navy, this is it that ſanctifies them, and gives 


ail? O ſee how much you owe to your dear 
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them the nature of ſpecial and peculiar Mercies. 


Ps One ſuch Mercy is worth a thouſand common 
Ss. Mercies: And being ſanctified and ſpecial Mer- 
ſt N dies, they muſt needs be exceeding ſweet beyond 
t Fall other Mercies. On theſe accounts it was, 
chat David ſo rejoiced in his Covenant Intereſt, 
tho* laden with many Afflictions, 2 Sam. 23.5. 
But now all this hangs entirely upon Chriſt. 
Bl The New Teſtament is in his Blood, x Cor. 11. 25. 
Aud whatever Mercies you reap from that Co- 
: I venant, you muſt thank the Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
I for them. Put all this together, and then think 
- | how ſuch Conſiderations will eadear Chriſt to 
your Souls ! | PER 2 * 


F The 


178 


Divine Conduct: Or, 
f The Seventh Motive. * 

The due Obſervations of Providence have a my. 
welous Efficacy to melt the Heart, and make it thay, 
aud relent ingeniouſly before the Lord. 

How can a ſanctified Heart do leſs than melt l 
into Tears, whilſt i it either conſiders the Dealings 
of God from time to time with it; or compare 
the Mercies received with the Sins committed; l 
or the different Adminiſtrations of Providence 
towards it ſelf and others? 

Let a Man but ſet himſelf to think deliberately 
and cloſely of the ways of Providence — 
him, let him but follow the Tract of Providence, 
as it. hath led him all along the way that he hath 

e, and if there be any Principle of gracious 
Tenderneſs in him, he ſhall meer with variety of 
ſions to excite and draw it forth. Reader, 
back with oy rom Thoughts, (1.) To the 
ginning of the Ways of, God with thee, the 
Mercies that brake our: 8 in thy Youth, even 


the firſt- horn Mercies from the Womb of Provi 


dence ; and thou wilt ſay, What need I go far- 
ther? Here is enough, not only to —.— but 
overwhelm my Heart. A4 1 not from this tim 
ery unto thee, 7 Father, thou art the Guide of m 
Youth, Jer. 3. 4. What a critical Time is the 
Time of Youth: ? It's the moulding Age; and 
(ordinarily) according to the courſe of thoſe 
leading Providences, After-Providences do ſteer 
their Courſe. What Levity, Raſnneſs, Igno- 
rance, and ftrong Fropenſons to Sin and Ruin 
ro rg ey that Age? How many being then 

left to the ſway of their own; Luſts, run them- 
{elves into thoſe Sins and Miſeries, which they 
never recover themſelves trom to their dying 


_ Thels, _ the Errors 2 firſt Con · 


coction/ſj 
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otion,' are rarely rectified afterwards. Did the 
ord guide thee by his Providence, when but a 
wild 2 Did he then preſerve thee from thoſe 
Follies and Miſcarriages, which blaſt the very 


nel: oſſom, and nip the Bud, ſo that no good Fruit 
— b to be expected afterwards? Did he then caſt 


ee into ſuch Families, or among ſuch Compa- 
and Acquaintance, as moulded and formed 
thy Spirit to a batter Temper ? Did he then di- 
ect thee into that way of Imployment, wherein 
hou haſt ſeen ſo large a train of happy Conſe- 
ments ever ſince following thee ? And wilt thou 
not from henceforth ſay, My Father, my Father, 
thou art the Guide of my Youth ? ; 
Or, (2.) Let us but bring our Thoughts cloſe 
tothe Providences of after-tinies, and conſider 


rr foreſaw nor deſigned (but much better for 
vs than what we did deſign) have been all alo 
. ordered for us, The way of Man is not in himſelf. 
. MW God's Thoughts have not been our Ae bis 
Ways our Ways. Among the eminent Mercies of 
thy Life, Reader, how many of them have been 
meer Surprizals to thee? Thy own Projects 
have been thruſt aſide, to make way for better 
Things deſigned by Providence for thee. | 
\ Nay, (3.) Do but obſerve the Springs and Au- 
mm of Providence, in what order they have 
rack 279 and faded with thee, and thou wilt find 
thy Jelf over-powered with the Senſe of Divine 
Wiſdom and Goodneſs : When neceſſity required, 
ſuch a Friend was ſtirred up to help'thee, ſuch a 
Place opened to receive thee, ſuch a Relation 
ing -raifed. up or continued to refreſh thee : And no 


I 


how the ſeveral Changes and Removes of our 
Lives have been ordered for us: Things we ne- 


or Wane doth Providence deprive thes of any of 
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them, but either thy need of them ceaſes, or ſon, 
other way is opened to thee. O the depth 9 
God's Wiſdom and Goodneſs ! O the marchle{ 
Tenderneſs of God to his People 
(4. Compare the Dealings of Providence wit 
you and others, yea, wich others that ſprang u 
with you in the ſame Generation, it may be, i 
the ſame Families, and from the ſame Parents, i 
may be in Families greater and more flouriſhing 
in the World than yours, and ſee the difference 
upon many great accounts, it hath made berwin 
you and them. I knew a Chriſtian, who after 
many Years Separation, was viſited by his owt 
Brother, the very fight of whom wrought upot 
him much as the ſight of Benjamin did upon 7{ yo 
ſepb, ſo that he could not refrain to fall upon hi 
Neck, and weep for Joy; but after a few hour 
ſpent together, finding the Spirit of his Brother es 
not only eſtranged from all that's ſpiritual andi ho 
ſerious, but alſo very vain and prophane, he hae 
ſtened to hi Chamber, ſhut the Door upon him. f 
threw himſelf down at the Feet of God, and with tur 
flowing Eyes and a melting Heart, admired the ng 
diſtinguiſhing Grace of God, ſaying, Was not fro 
| 
a d 
fou 
the 
rie 
He 
ou! 
lod 
the 
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Eſau Facob's Brother? O Grace, Grace, afto- 
niſhing Grace ! ” 

(5.) Compare the Carriage of Providence to- 
wards you, with Your own Carriage towards the 
Lord; and it muſt needs melt your Hearts to find 
ſo much Mercy beſtowed where ſo much Sin hath 


been committed. What Place did you ever live 

in, where you cannot remember great Provoca- 

tions committed, and m nifold Mercies, notwith- 

ſtanding that, received? O with how many na. 

withſtandings and nevertbeleſſes, hath the Lord done] 

good in every Place: What Relation hat * 
noc? 


n 
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rot been abuſed by Sin; and yet both raiſed up 
and continued by Providence for your Comfort 2 
In every Place God hath left the Marks of his 
Goodneſs, and you the Remembrances of your 
Siofulneſs ; Give your ſelves but leave to think of 
A cheſe things, and it's ſtrange if your Hearts relent 
not at the remembrance of them. | 
nts, i (6.) Or laſtly, Do but compare your Dan- 
ſhingers with your Fears, and both with the ſtrange 
Outlets and Doors of eſcape Providence hatch 
opened, and it cannot do leſs than over-power 
| 4 with a full Senſe of Divine Care and Good- 
2 


Po There have been dark Clouds ſeen to riſe over 
Jou, Judgment even at your door, ſometimes 
1 ui reataing your Life, ſometimes your Liberty, 
ſometimes your Eſtates, and ſometimes your dear- 
eſt Relations, in whom it may be your Life was, 
bound up. Remember in that Day, what Faint- 
nels of Spirit ſeized you, what Charges of Guile 
firring up Fears of the Iſſue within you: You. 
turned to the Lord in that Diſtreſs, and hath he 
che not made a way to eſcape, and delivered you, 
ng rom all your Fears? Pſalm 34. 4. 
oY On is your Life ſuch a continued Throng, ſuch, 
a diſtracted Hurry, that there's no room to be, 
* found with Chriſtians to ſit alone, and think on 
77 theſe things, and preſs theſe marvellous Diſcove- 
' nes of God in his Providences upon their own 
au Hearts ? Surely, might theſe things but lie upon 
ey our Hearts, talk with our Thoughts by Day, and 
N bage wich us at Night; they would even force 
their Paſſage down to our very Reins. 
10 mou 22! 5  . The Eighth Motive. | 
Due Obſervation of Providence will both heget and 
ſecure inward Tranquility in your Minds amidſt the © 
. N Viciſſi- 


| 
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Viciſitudes and Revolution: of things in this unſta}}, 
vain World. | 
Pfſalm 4. 8. 1 will both 7 me down in Peace, and 
ſleep, for the Lord only maketh me dwell in ſafety, He 
reſolves the ſinful Fears of Events ſhall not rob 
himof his inward Quiet, nor torture his Thoughts 
with anxious Preſages: He will commit all his 
Concerns into that faithful fatherly Hand that 
had hitherto weought all things for him, and he 
means not to loſe.the Comfort of one Night's reſt, 
nor bring the Evil of to Morrow upon the Day, 
but knowing in whoſe Hand he was, wiſely en- 
joys the ſweet Felicity of a reſigned Will. 
Now this Tranquility of our Minds is as much 
begotten and preſerved by a due Conſideration of 
Providence, as by any thing whatſoever. Hence 
it was, that our Lord Jeſus Chriſ#, when he would 
cure the Diſciples anxious and diſtracting Sollici- 
tudes about a Livelihood, bids them conſider the 
Care Providence hath over the Birds of the Air, 
and the Lillies of the Field, how it feeds the one 
and clothes the other, wichout any anxious Care 
of theirs; and would have them well conſider 
thoſe Providences, and reaſon themſelves into a 
calm and ſweet Compoſure of Spirit from thoſe 
\, Conſiderations, Mat. 6. 27, 28, 29, 30, 31. 
_ Two things deſtroy the Peace and Tranquility 
of our Lives, our bewailing paſt Diſappointments, or 
fearing future ones. But would we once learn Pre- 
viſion and Proviſion to be Divine Prerogatives, 
and take notice how often Providence baffles 
_ thoſe that pretend to it, cauſing the Good they 
-  forefaw (according to their Conjectures) coming 
to their hand, yet to balk them and flee from 
them; and the Evil they thought themſelves ſut- 
ficiently ſecured from, to invade chem. I lay 
- wo 
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would we conſider how Providence daily baffles 
theſe Pretenſions of Men, and aſſerts its own 
Dominion, it would greatly conduce to the 
Tranquility of our Lives. | 

This is a great Truth, that there is no Face of 
Adverſity ſo formidable, but being viewed from 
this Station, would become amicable. Now 
there be ſeveral things in the Conſideration of 
Providence, that naturally and kindly compoſe 
the Mind of a Chriſtian to Peace, and bring it 
to a ſweet Reſt, whilſt Events hang in a doubt- 
ful Suſpenſe. | 

1. As Firſt, The Supremacy of Providence, 
and its uncontroulable Power in working, This 
is often ſeen in the good that it brings us in 
a way that's above the Thoughts and Cares 
of our Minds, or Labour of our Hands. I had 
not thought (ſaid Jacob) to have ſeen thy Face; and 
h God bath ſhewed me thy Seed alſo, Gen. 48. 
11. There is a frequent Coincidency of Pro- 
vidences in a way of Surprizal, which from no 
Appearance, or the remoteſt Tendency of out- 
ward Cauſes could be foreſeen, but rather falls 
viſibly croſs to the preſent Scheme and Poſture 
of our Affairs. Nothing tends to convince us 
of the Vanity and Folly of our own Sollicitudes 
and Projections, more than this doth. 

2. The profound Wiſdom of Providence in Non c#te 


all that it performeth for the People of oo — | 


The Wheels are full of Eyes, Exel. 1. 18. rotz. 
(3. e.) there is an intelligent and wiſe Spirit 
— = upon, and governs the Affairs of this 
orld. | . 
This Wiſdom ſhines out to us in the unexpected, 
yea, contrary Events of Things. How often have 
ve been courting * beautiful Af 


| 


\ 
: 
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that invited our Senſes, and withtrembling ſhun d 
the formidable Face f other things, when not- 
e ene the Iſſues of Providence haye con- 
vinced us, that our Danger lay in what we cour- 
ted, and our Good in what we ſo ſtudiouſly de- 


the Face of that Providence that ſent them out 
of their own Land, into the Land of the 
Chaldeans ; yet even this was a Project to do 
them good, Jer. 24. 5. How often have we re- 
tracted our raſh and head- long Cenſures of Things 
upon Experience of this Truth! And been 
taught to bleſs our Afflictions and Diſappoint- 
ments in the Name of the Lord. Many a time 
have we kiſſed thoſe Troubles at parting, which 
we met with trembling. And what can promote 
Peace under doubtful Providences more effectu- 
e en 

* The EX periences we have had throughout 
our Lives of the Faithfulneſs and Conſtancy of 
Providence, are of excellent Uſe to allay and 
quiet our. Hearts in any Trouble that betals us. 

litberto God hath helped, x Sam. 7. 12. We never 
found him wanting to us in any Caſe. hitherto: 
This is not the firſt Strait we have been in; the 
firſt time that our Hearts and Hopes have been low. 
Surely, he is the ſame God now as heretofore, his 
Hand is not ſhortned, neither doth his Faithful- 
neſs fail. O reœunt in how great Extremitięs for. 
mer Expericnee hach tauglit you nor to deſpair: 


ST ESS4C pI . 


af 
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4. The Conjectures Chriſtians may make of the 
Way of Providence towards them; for what its 
former Methods have been towards them, is ex- 
ci quiering and comfortable. It's uſual 


with Chriſtians, to compare Times with Times, 
and to gueſz at the Iſſue of one Ptovidence by 
Abele ns Saints do know what cqurſe Pro- 
yidence uſfuall y holds, and accordingly with great 
1 collect what they may ęxpect Fo 
Wfrat in Uke Caſes they have formell obſerver. 
Chriſtian, examine thineown Heart, and its for- 
mer Obfervarions, and thou wilt fitid, as Pſal. 
$9.39, 313 32. That it's uſually the way of God 
to prepare ſome ſmart Rods to correct thee, when 
either thy Heart hath ſecretly revolted from God, 
and is grown vain, careleſs and fehſual;or when 
thy Steps tive declined, and rhou Hiſt turned 
aide to the Commiſſion 'of Iniquicy. And theh 
when thoſe Rods have been ſanictiſied, to bumble, 
reduce and purge thy Heart, ir'svſually obſerved 
tar thoſe fad Providences are tir d on the 
challge, and chen the Lord changes the Voice of 


fis Providence towards thee, Fer. 3. 12. 13. Go, 
and proclaim : theſe Words towards the Nati, and ſah, 


rt bat ſtiding Iſrael, ſalth ibè Ih and I 

1 7 not (au i 455 er to fall upon) Jr 1 am 
. "the Lord, 404 I 22 not, ke Ager for 

Only "ucknowled ge thine Iniquity 

P 71 cherbfbrs I find the bleſſed ERR; of the Rod 
Sou At it hath done its Work, to break 
11 re, and pull down the Proud Heart, 

and awaken the drowſie 


saft, and quicken the 
lochful, negligent, lazy art; now wich great 
probabißcy 


ay cohjeaute, 2 more comforta- 
dle Alpect of Providence will quickly appear, the 
refreſhing and reviring _ is nigh, 


J It 
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5. It is uſual with Ohriſtians, to argue them. 
ſelves into freſh reviving Hopes, when the State 
of things is moſt forlorn, by comparing the Pro- 
vidences of God one with another. 

(1.) It is a mighty compoſing Meditation, 
when we compare the Providences of God to. 
wards the inanimate and irrational Creatures, 
with his Providences towards us. Doth he take 
care for the very Fowls of the Air, for whom no 
Man provides, as well as thoſe at the Door which 
we daily feed? Doth he fo clothe the very Graf 
of the Field ? Hear the young Ravens, when they i; r 
cry for Meat? And can it be ſuppoſed, he ſhould 
forget his own People, that are of much morg 
value than theſe? | 
2.) Or if we compare the Bounty and Care 
that Providence hath expreſſed to the Enemies of 
God, how it feeds and clothes and protects them, 
even whilſt they are fighting againſt him with his 

own Mercies; it cannot but quiet and ſatisfie us, 
that ſurely he will not be wanting to that People 
upon whom he hath ſer his Love, to whom he 
hath given his Son, and for whom he hath de- 
ſigned Heaven it ſelf. 

(3.) Or Laſtly, It muſt needs quiet us, when 
we conſider, what the Lord did for us in the way 
of his Providence, when we our {Aves were in th: 
the State of Nature, and Enmity againſt God, fa 
1 he not then look after us, when we knew! 

im not? Provided for us, when we owned him 
not in any of his Mercies ? Beſtowed thouſands 
of Mercies upon us, when we had no Title to 
8 2 any 9ns Promiſe ? And — he * 
do leſs for us, fince we are regongiled and be- 
come his Children ? 


Surely, 
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Surely, ſuch Conſiderations as theſe, cannot 
hut fill the Soul with Peace, and preſerve the 
Tranquility of it under the moſt diſtracting Pro- 
ſidences. 
| The Ninth Motive. 

Due Obſervations of the Ways of God in bis Provi- 
dnces towards us, have an excellent Uſefulneſs and 

itude to advance and improve Holineſs in our 
tarts and Lives, For, 

t. The Holineſs of God is manifeſted to us in all 
his Works of Providence, Pſal. 145. 17. The Lord 
ey Nis righteous in all his ways, and holy in all his Works, 


uld FThe Inſtruments uſed by Providence may be ve- 


ore ry ſinful and wicked, they may aim at baſe Ends, 
ind make uſe of wicked Mediums to attain them; 
but it's certain God's deſigns are moſt pure, and 
all his Workings are ſo too. Though he permits,li- 
mits, orders and over-rules many unholy Perſons 
and Actions; yet in all he works like himſelf ; 
and his Holineſs is no more defiled and ſtained by 
' their Impurity, than the Sun-beams are by the 
he N noiſome Exhalations of a Dunghil, Deut. 32. 4. 
de» ¶ He is the Rock, bis Work is erfect; for all his Ways 
are Tudgment, a God of Trath, and without Iniquity : 
en Ju and Right is he. So that in all his Providences 
ay le ſets before us a perfect Pattern of Holineſs, 
in chat we might be holy in all our Ways, as our 
d, Father is in all his Ways. But this is not all. 
W 2. His Providences, if duly obſerved, * 
im Holineſs, by ſtopping up our Way to Sin. Oh i 
ds ¶ Men would but note the Deſigns of God in his 
ta preventive Providences, how uſeful would it be to 
keep them upright and holy in their Ways? For 
why is it, that the Lord fo often hedges up our 
Way with Thorns, as it is, Hoſes 2. 6. But that 
ve ſhould not find our Paths to Sin? Why doth 
. N 4 he 


/ 
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he clog us, but to prevent our ſtraying from him ? 
2 Cor 12. 7. Leſt I ſhould be exalted above meaſure, 
there was gi ven me a Thorn inthe Fleſh, a Meſſenger 
of Satan to buffet me. O *tis good to attend:to theſe 
Works of God, and ſtudy the meaning of them, 
Sometimes Providence croſſeth a hopeful thri 
ving Project to advance our Eſtate, and fruſtrate 
all our Labours and Cares; why is this? but to 
hide Pride from Man. Shouldſt thou proſper in 
the World, that Proſperity: might bet thy Snare, 
and make thee a proud, ſenſual; vain Soul; the 
Lord Jeſus ſees this, and therefore wichdraws the 

Food and Fuel from thy Corruptions. 
It may be thou haſt a crazy, diſeaſed, weak 
Body; thou laboureſt under often Infirmities: in 
TONE this, the Wiſdom and Care of God over thy Soul 
would not is manifeſted ; for wert thou not ſo clogged, 
746 ſo ho probable is it, that much more Gullt might 
hard, if i be contracted ? Your Poverty doth but clog your 
were oy Pride; Reproaches clog your Ambition: Want 
pt f 15 prevents Wantonneſs: Sickneſs of Body condu- 
Dirt that ces to the Prevention of many inward gripes of 
3s ingrain- Conſcience and groans under Guilt. 
ed in our . 3, TheProvidences of * God may be obſerved 
alete, to conduce to our Holineſs, not only preventing 
Purity ſo Sin, that we may not fall into it; but alſo pur- 
well, be ging our Sins when we are fallen into them, 1/a; 
had rather 27. 9. By this therefore ſhall the Iniquity of Jacob be 
1 purged ; and this is all the Fruit to tale amlaj his Sin. 
Spot in Ji: S Dan. I I. 33, 34, 35+ they are of the ſame uſe 
Child's that Fire and Water are for purging and cleanſing; 
Garment, not that they can purge us from Sin in their own 
Gunal's Virtue and Power, for if ſo, thoſe that have moſt 
Corifian Afflictions would have moſt Grace alſo but iti 
Par. 2. in the Virtue of Chriſt's Blood, and God's Blel- 
p. 221. ſing upon afflictive Providence, that they purge 
8 * n „ 
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The Wyſtery. of Providence. 
witom Sin. A Croſs; without a Chriſt never did 
ny Man good. Now in God's afflictive Provi- 
the purging of it. For, | 
-(x.)-Such Rebukes of Providence diſcover the 
Diſpleaſure of God againſt us: the Lord frowns 
upon us in thoſe Providences. Our Father is an- 
gry, and theſe are the Tokens of it; and nothing 
works more to the melting of a gracious Heart 
than this. Muſt not the Heart of a Child melt aud 
break whilſt the Father is angry. O this is more 
hitter to our Spirits than all the Smart and An- 
guiſn of the Affliction can be to our Fleſh, See 
Nd. 38. I, 2, 3. O Lord rebuke me not in thy Wrath ; 
geit her chaſten me; in thy bot Diſpleaſure: for thine 
Artows:« ſtick faſt in me; and thint Hand pref- 
ſerb- me ſore. There is no Soundneſs in my Fleſh be- 
cauſe: of thine, Anger: neither is there any reſt in my 
Bones becauſe of my Sin. s nie 

(2.) By theſe Rebukes of Sin, the Evil of Sin 
ij diſeovered more ſenſibly to us, and we are 
made to ſee more clearly the Evil of it in theſe 
Glaſſes of Affliction which Providence at ſuch 
times ſets before: us, than formerly we ever ſaw. 
ting Jer. 2, 19. Thine can Wickedneſs (ſhall correct thee 
ur- i ond by Backſlidings;ſball reprove thee, know therefore 
J. ndiſee that it is anevil thing and bitter, that tbou haſt 
b b forſaken; the Lord thy God, and tbat my Fear is not in 
Sin. thee; ſaith the Lord of Hoff. Othe Gall and Worm- 
uſe Y wood that we taſt in it under God's Rebukes for it ! 
ing; (z; Providence: blaſts and fruſtrates all ſinful 
wo Projects to the People of God: whoever thrives 
1ſt in chem, they ſhali not; Ia. 30. 1, 2; 3, 4; J. And 
it is this :alſo convinces them of the Folly that is in 


lel-F Sin, and makes them cleave to the way off 


rge Simplicity and Integrity. 


dences for Sin there are many things that tend to 
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Divine Conduct: Or, | 
4. Holineſs is promoted in the Soul by caution. 
ing and warning the Soul againſt Sin for time to 


come; Fob 34. 31. 1 have born Chaſtiſement, I will (pi 


ot offend any more. O happy Providences, how 
ſmart ſoever, that make the Soul for ever afraid 


of Sin! ſurely ſuch Rods are well beſtow d. This 


gives God his end: and if ever we ſorrowed af. 
ter a godly ſort, in the —_— our Troubles, it 
will work this Carefulneſs, 2 Cor. 7. 1 1. Behold 
this ſelf ſame thing that yewſorrowed after a godly ſort, 
what Carefulneſs it wrought in you? &c. O if e- 
vera Man have been under a ſanctified Rod 
which hath ſhewed him the- Evil of Sin, and 
kindly humbled him for it; and a Temptation 
ſhould again ſollicite him to the ſame Evil: Why, 
thinks he, what a Madneſs is it for me to buy Re- 
pentance at ſo dear a Rate ? Have I not ſmarted 
enough already ? You may as well ask me, whe- 
ther I will run again into the Fire, after IT have 
been already ſcorch'd in it? ve 
F. To conclude, Providences do greatly improve 
and promote Holineſs, by drawing the Soul into 
the Preſence of God, and giving it the Oppor- 
runity and Occaſion of much Communion with 
him. Comfortable Providences will do this, they 
will melt a Man's Heart in love to the God of his 
Mercies, and ſo pain his Bowels that he ſhall 
not be quiet till he have found a Place to pour 
nes er Thankfulneſs to the Lord, 2 Sam. 
TW FRET ie 
Afflictive Providences will drive us to the 
Feet of God, and there make us to judge and 
condemn our ſelves. And all this hath an excel - 
lent Uſe to deſtroy Sin, and promote Holineſs 
in the Soul. 1 * | . 
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The Wyllery of pꝛovidence. 
| De Tenth Motive, abr, 
eto! Laſtly, The Conſideration and Study of Providence | 
will Nil be of ſingular Uſe to ws in a Qing Hour, Hereby 
ow Nye treaſure up that which will ſingularly ſweet- 
aid eo our Death to us, and greatly affiſt our Faith 
his I the laſt Encounter. You find when Jacob di- 
af. Wed, what Reflections he hed upon the _— of 
it God with him in the various Providences of his 
old lie: See Gen. 48. 3,7, 15, 16. In like manner 
you find Joſhua recording the Providences of God 
e- when at the Brink of the Grave: they were the 
od NSoubject of his dying Diſcourſe, Joſb. 24. And I 
nd ¶ cannot but think ita ſweet Cloſe to the Life of a- 
on Ny Chriſtian ; It muſt needs ſweeten a Death-bed 
y, Eto recount there the ſeveral remarkable Paſlages 
e- of God's Care and Love to us from our Beginning 
ed vo that Day ; To reflect upon the Mercies that 
e- vent along with us all the way, when we are 
ve come to the End of it. O Chriſtians, treaſure 
up theſe Inſtances for ſuch a time as that is; that 
you may go out of the World bleſſing God for al 
the Goodneſs of Truth he hath performed to you all 
your Life long. Now the Meditations of theſe 
things muſt needs be of great Uſe in that Day, if 
you conſider the following Particulars, © 
1. The time of Death is the time when Souls 
ars uſually moſt violently aſſaulted by Satan with 
horrid Temptations, and black Suggeſtions, We 
may ſay of that figurative as it's ſaid of the natural 
nt, nunquam niſi moriens, producitur in longum, 
He never exerts his utmoſt Rage till the laſt En- 
0404 and then his great Deſign is to per- 
wade the Saints that God loves them not, hath 
no Care nor Regard for them, nor their Cries ; 
though they pray for Eaſe, and cry for ſparing 
Mercy, they ſee gong comes. He handles 2 
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9 vidine Conduct: Or, 27 
with as mach Roughneſs and Severity as othe 
Men; yea, many of the vileſt and moſt deſolu 
Wretches — leſs Torments, and are mor 
gently handled than they.  Pſal; 74. 4. There. 
#0 Bands in their Death, when as thou muſt 90 
_ through a long Lane of Sickneſs to tue Grare 
and endure many Deaths in ons. | 
But what Credit can theſe plauſible Tales pf 
Satan obtain with a Chriſtian who hath: bee 
treaſuring up all His: Life long the Memoriali of 
Go&'s tender Regard both to his Wants and Pray 
ers, and that hath carefully remarked the &viden 
Returns of his Prayers, and gracious Condeſcen 
ſions of God tochim from his Beginning to that 
Moment? Itx this Caſe his Faith is mightily aſ. 
ſiftad hy thouſands of Experiences, which back 
and —_— it, and will not ſuffer the Soul to 
ive up ſo eaſi _— a Truth which he hath ſo often U 
— taſted. I am ſure (ſaith he) God f 
hath had a tender _—_ Care of me ever fincel 
became his; he never failed me yet in any for- 
mer Strait; and I cannot believe he will do ſo N 
now. I know his Love is like himſelf, unchange- 
able. Jobn 13. 1: Having loved bis own' which 
were in the Horld be loved them unto the End: for 
this God is our Gol for ever and ever, be will be owr 
Guide ie den umo Death. Pſal. 48. 14. Did he love 
mõ in my Youth, and will he caſt, me off in my 
decrepit _ 0 God, (ſaith the Pſalmiſt) bon 
om m Youth, and hitherto” hate 
declared 1770 eee orks ; ' now alſo, when Tam 
eil ani gray beaded, 0 God, Forſake me not, Pal. 
27 70 la 
77 12 8 11 25 W 
At Beatithe, Salntz re en aguged in the laſt, And 
ons of the moſt eminent Works of Faith; even | 


the comthittingeheniſelyes into tke hands of ke 10 
„ | W en 


The Myſtery of Pꝛobidence. 


1. we are lanching forth into that vaſt Eterni- 
and entring into that new State, which will 

ſo great 2 Change upon us in a Moment: 
Js) Chriſt ſets us a Pattern, Luke 23. 46. Fa- 
into thy Hand I commend my Spirit; and ha- 
ng aid = he gave up the Ghoſt. So Stephen 
1 15 Death, Lord Jeſus, receive my Spirit, and i ima 


liately fell, aſleep, Acts 7. 5 
There be two ſignal _D remackable Ads of 


ich, both. exceedingly difficult, viz. its! firſt 


* and its laſt, The firſt is a great Venture 
ut it makes of it ſelf upon Chriſt: and the laſt is 
great Venture too, to Feaſt it ſelf into the Ocean 
Eternity, upon the Credit of a Promiſe. But 
ret I know the firſt Adventure of the Soul upon 
iſt is much more difficult than the laſt — — 

upon Death; and that which makes it ſo, 
in great Meaſure the manifold recorded Expe- 

znces that the Soul hath been gathering up from 
the Day of its Eſpouſals to Chriſt unto its Dying, 
which is (in a Senſe) its Marriage Day. Oh wich 
what Encouragement may a Soul throw himſelf 
into the Arms of that God with whom he hath 
ſo. long converſed and walked in this World! 
Whoſe Viſits have been ſweet and frequent, with 
whom the Soul hath contracted ſo intimate Ac- 
quaintance in this World; whom he hath com- 
mitted all its Affairs to formerly, and ſtill found 
him a faithful God; and now hath no Reaſon to 
doubt, but it ſhall find him ſo in this laſt Dies: 
and Exigence alſo. 

z. At Death the People of God receive ihe. 
aſt Mercies that ever they ſhall receive in this; 
World by the Hand of Providence, and ars im- 
mediately to make up their Accounts with God 
lor all the Mercics that ever they received _ 


x94 


and the places where, Gen. 48. 2,3. as alſo an 


Viwpine Conduct: Or, | 
his Hand. What. can he more ſuitable,therefore +; 7 
a dying Perſon, than to recount with himſelfth 
Mercies of his whole Life, the manifold Receir 
of Favour for which he is to reckon with God ſpex 
dily, and how ſhall this be done without a dy 
and ſerious Obſervation and recording of ther 
now? I know therearethouſands of Mercies for. 
en by the beſt of Chriſtians : A Memory of 

raſs cannot contain them: And I know alſo, 
that Jeſus Chriſt muſt make up the Account for 
us, or it will never paſs with God; yet it is out 
Duty to keep the Accounts of our own Mercies, 
and how they have been improv'd by us, for we 
are Stewards, and'then are to give an Account 
of our Stewardſhip. 5 

4. At Death we owe an Account alſo to Men, 
and ſtand obliged (if there be Opportunity for it) 
to make known to them that ſurvive us what we 
have ſeen and found of God in this World, that 
we may leave a Teſtimony for God with Men, 
and bring up a good Report upon his Ways. Thus 
dying Jacob, when Joſepb was come to take his 
laſt Farewell of him in this World, ſtrengthned 
himſelf, and ſate upon the Bed, and related to 
Him the eminent Appearances of God to him, 


Account of his Afflictions, Ver. 7. So Foſhua, in 
his laſt Speech to the People makes it his Buſineſs 
to vindicate and clear the Truth of the Promiſes, |® 
by recounting to them how the Providence of | ** 
zx0d had fulfill'd the ſame to a Tittle in his Day. BY: 
Foſb. 23. 14. And behold (faith he) this Day I am 
going the Way of all the Earth, and ye know in all 
your Hearts, and in all your Souls, that not one thing 
Gath failed of all the good things which the Lord your A 
God ſpake concerning you ; all are come to paſs unt 


FP 
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4 and not one thing bath failed thereof. 
And certainly tis of great Importance to the 
- World, to underſtand the Judgments, and hear 
ofthe Experiences of dying Men. They of all 
Men are preſumed to be moſt wiſe and moſt ſe- 
sous: Beſides, this is the laſt Opportunity that 
aer we ſhall have in this World to ſpeak for God. 
Jo chen what a ſweet thing would it be to cloſe 
up our Lives with an honourable Account of the 

Ways of God! To go out of the World bleſſin 
him for all the Mercies and Truth which he hath 
here performed to us! how would this encourage 
weak Chriſtians, and convince the Atheiſtical 
World, that verily there is a Reality and an Ex- 

cellency in the Ways and People of God 
ren ll 5. At Death we begin the Angelical Life of 
\ Praiſe and Thankſgiving. We then enter upon 
well that everlaſting ſweet Employment; and as I 
hat doubt not but the Providences in which we were 
en, N concerned in this World will be a Fart of that 
nus! Song which we ſhall ſing in Heaven, ſo certainly 
his it will become us to tune our Hearts and Tongues 
ned {for it whilſt we are here, and eſpecially when we 
toe ready to enter upon that bleſſed State. Othere- 
im, bore let it be your daily Meditation and Study 
what God hath been to you, and done for you, 
in from the beginning of his Way hitherto. 

of | And thus I have ſpread before you ſome En- 
es, || couragements to this bleſſed Work. Oh that you 
of | would be perſwaded to this lovely and every 
ay. Jvay beneficial Practice. This I dare preſume to 
am lay, that whoever finds a careful and a thankful 
Heart to record and treaſure up the daily Expe- 
ing | fiences of God's Mercy to him, ſhall never want 
Fj new Mercies to record to his dying Day. It was 
uo laid of Claudian, that he wanted Matter ſuitable 
4 — 
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to the Excellency of his Parts; but where is the 
Head or Heart that is ſuitable to this Matter; 
who can utter the mighty Works of the Lord 
who can ſhew forth all his Praiſe ? Pſal. 106, 2 
Thus I have, through the Aid of Providence 
diſpatch'd the main Deſign I aimed at in the 
Choice of this Subject. All that remains will now 
be ſpeedily finiſhed in ſome-few Corollaries to 
be briefly noted upon the whole, and three or 
four practical Caſes to be ſtated. You have 
heard how Providence performer b all things for you 
Learn thence, 0 ow 1 
Ii Firſt Corollarx. 

T hat God is therefore to be owned by you in all that 
befalls you in this World, whither it be in a Way o 
Succeſs and Comfort, or of Trouble and Affliction. ; 0 
*tis your Duty to obſerve his Hand and Diſpoſal: 
When God gives you Comforts, tis your great 
Evil not to obſerve his Hand in them. Hence 
was that Charge againſt Hrael, Hol. 2. 8. She did 
wot know that I gave her Corn and Wine and Oil, and 
multiplied ber Silver and Gold, (i. e.) ſhe did not 
actually and affectionately conſider my Care o- 
ver her and Goodneſs to her, in theſe Mercies, 
And fo for Afflictions, tis a great Wickedneſß, 
when God's Hand is lifred up not to fee. it, !/a 
26. 11. The Ox knows bs Owner, and the A(s his 
Maſters Crib, Iſa. 1. 3. The moſt dull and ſtupid 
Creatures know their Benefactors. O look to 
the Hand of God in all; and know, that net- 
ther your Comforts nor Afflictions do arife out 
of the Duſt, or ſpring up out of the Ground. 

„„ © 2 SecondCorollary, 00 0 
If God perform all things for you, how great it 


Bis Condeſcenſion to and Care over his People ! What i 


Man Kaith Job, Chap. 7. Ver. 17, 18.) that thou 
, ſhouldſs 
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ſuldſt magui ſ̃e him, and ſet thine Heart upon bim? and 


org every Moment ? Such is his tender Care over you 
06, » that he withdraws not his Eye from you. See 70 
16. 7. Leſt any hurt you, he himſelf. will guard 
1 the ſand keep you Day and Night, J. 27. 3. Should 
now he withdraw his Eye or Hand one Moment from 
es to po. har Moment would be yourRuin. Ten thou- 
and Evils watch but for ſuch an Opportunity, to 
raſh:in upon you, and deſtroy you and all your 
Comforts. You are too dear to him to be truſted 
inany hand but his own. Deut. 33. 3. All bis Saints 
e 
a ebene Third Cor 3 n 
Learn hence how you are obliged to / orm all Duties 
' ON ad Services for God, bo performeth all things for jou. 
Ik was the wiſh of a good Man, Optarem id me eſſe 
Deo, quod eff mibi manus mea, Oh that I could be 
to God What my Hand is to me, vis. a ſervice- 
able uſeful Inſtrument. /: Shall God do all things 
for you, and will you do e 2 Is 
Providence every Moment at work for you, and 
will you be idle? To what purpoſe then is all 
that God hath done for you? Is it not the Aim 
r of all to make you a fruitful People? 
It God plant and fence, and water you by Provi- 
dence, ſure he looks you ſhould bring forth Fruit. 
I. 3.x; a, 3, 4. O that in return for all the Bene- 
its of Providence, yau would ſay to God as grate- 
ul Eliſba ſaid to the Sbunamite, behold thou haſt 
ut deen careful for us with all this Care, what is ta- 
be done for thee? 2 Kings. 4. 13. and with Da- 
vid, Pfal. 116. 12. hat ſhall I render unto the Lord 


be you always abounding in his Work. His 


7 * 
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itter ? that tow ſhould Þ viſit bim every Morning, and try him 


for all hir Benefits towards me? He is ever doing you 
00d ; 
Proven ſtands by you ip G greateſt D 
e - ths 
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1998 Dien Conviiet: Or, 
ſes and Dangers; don't you ſſinch from God, ; 
when his Service and your Duty is compaſs d a. f 

bout wich Difficulties; O be active for that God 
who is acting every Moment for uu. | 
 Doth God perform all things for bis People? Do ut f 
w 
ly 
te 
ar, 


diſtruſt bim then as often as new or great Difficulties a. 

riſe, Why ſhould you think he that hath done ſo 

many things foryou, will now-do no more? Sure. 

y the Lord's Hand is not ſhortned that it cannot , 

ade, nor bis Ear heavy that it cannot bear; if any thing * 

put a Stop to his Mercy, tis your Iniquities, your 

Diſtruſt and Infidelity. 1/a. 59. 1. How long will 

it he Cre jou believe bim? If a thouſand and ten thou. 

ſand of Tryals and Experiences of his tender Care 
Faithfulneſs and Love will cure this Diſtemper in 

you, you have them at hand to do it. If the fre- 

quent Confutations of this your Diſtruſt by the . 
unexpected Breakings out of Mercy for you under % 

like Diſcouragements will cure it, look back and . 

you may ſee them. Certainly you have been of. 

en forced by Providence with Shame and Repen : 

ma to retract your raſh Cenſures of his Care; 

and yet will you fall into the ſame Diſtemper a. 

gain? Oh that you would once learn this great 

Tuth, That no Man ever wanted that Mercy, 

which he wanted not an Hzart-to truſt and wait 

quietly upon God for. 'You never yet ſought 

God in vain, except when you ſought him 

| «one: Thee Rn Cer... als ©: 
—— — Doth God perform all things for you? then 
non eo fi- ſeek God for all by Prayer, and never andercake 
ne adhibe- any Deſign without him: Certainly, if he do not 


* 


4 perform it for you, you can never have what you 
quaſi im- deſite and labour for: And though he bave de- 
pedimen- ; ſigned mY 
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* fignedito perform this or that Mercy for you, yet ta, mu- 
ber theſe chings he will be enquired of that he rauf ge- 
0d may do it for you, Ezek. 36. 37. I reckon that deſtinatus 
Buſineſs as good as done, that Mercy as good as providen- 
if it were in Hand, that trouble as good as over, tiæ curſus 
for the doing, enjoying, or removing whereof _— 
we have engaged God by Prayer. *Tis our Fol: ut obſe- 
to engage this Inſtrument or that for us, to ati quium di- 
tempt this Way and that to compaſs our Deſign vine leg i 
and all the while forget him, upon whoſe Pleas — =. 
ſure all Inſtruments and Means entirely depend: coo 
That which begins not with Prayer, ſeldom providen- 
winds up with Comfort. The Way of Man is not tiz ordi- 


i» bimſelf 3 if it were, Prayer might then be tem ob- 


reckon'd. loft Labour. O let him that perfor ern 
all be owned and acknowledged in all. — 


F 


we Sixth Corollary, © © --:* quillerr, WM 
Laſtly, If God perform all things for us, then it & \p* => W 
n our - great Intereſt and Concernment in all things cena — 
to fd to pleaſe' bim, upon whom we depend for all yendelin 

y inge. 19 i 572 onen 1807 Tbeol. p. 

yd |. It is 2'grave and weighty Obſervation of Chi- 186. 

. e, Nothing (ſaith he) ſhould be grievous ,, 
en Nd bitter to a Chriſtian, but to provoke the Diſ- Hom. in 
cy. Pleaſure" of God. Avoid that, and no Affliction 2 Cor, 7. 
„Trouble whatever can caſt down ſuch a pru- 
ent Soul; but even as a Spark is eafily extin- 
im Saiſd d in the Sea, ſo will the Favour of God ex- 
tinguiſh/ thoſe Troubles; It is with ſuch a Soul 
(ich he) as it is with the Heavens; we think 
the Heavens ſuffer when they ate over-ſpread 
with Clouds, and the Sun ſuffers when it is eclip- 
ed; but there is no ſuch thing, they ſuffer not 
hen they ſeem to ſuffer; Tranquillus Deus tran- 
quill at omnia. Every thing is well, and ſhall be 
yell, when all is well betwixt us and God. The 
1's O 2 . great 


ake 
not 
ou 
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great Conſolation of the Saints lies in this, that 
all that concerns them is in the Hands of their 
Father. Pene deſperaſſem niſi Cbriſtus eſſet caput Ec. 
clefie. I had utterly deſpaired (ſaith Luther) had 
not Chriſt been Head of the Church. When he 
that performs all things is our God, even gur God that 
: delights in our Proſperity, that rejoices, over us 
to do us good, what ample Security is there in 
the. greateſt Conſuſions and Dangers? When one 
told Bowromes that there were ſome that laid wait 
for his Life, his Anſwer was, An Deus ef in mun. 
do pro nibilo? What, is God in the World for no. 
thing? And as notable was the reply of Silentia 
ri in a like Caſe, Si Deas mei curam non habe, 
y 15 vivo? If God take no Care of me, how do 
I lire, how have I ſubſiſted hitherto? Though 
Author of it ſeems a Romance to many (faith a late grave Au- 
bb fuſs thor) yet we mult either quit the Scripture, or 
= f give Credit to this, that the moſt infallible Rules 
1 . for one to raiſe his Fortune and enſure a Deſtiny 
223. that can controul the Stars, are given forth there, 
(vi. in the Scriptures) where that evidently is 
found, Sapiens dominabitur, Aſtris, & quomodo unuſ- 
quiſque faber poteſt eſſe fortunes ſue. A good Man 
may even be his own Caryer./O that we would but 
ſteer our Courſe according to thoſe rare Politicks 
of the Bible, thoſe divine Maxims of Wiſdom. 
Fear nothing but Sin. Study nothing ſo much 
as how to pleaſe God. Warp not from your Inte- 
grity under any Temptation. Truſt God in the 
Way of your Duty. Theſe are ſure Rules to ſe- 
cure your ſelves and your Intereſt in all the Vi- 
ciſſitudes of this Lifſ eee. 
My laſt Work will be to ſtate three or fou 
| — Caſes about this Subject, and ſo I ſhall 

ut 
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up this Diſcourſe of Providence. 
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The Myttery ur Pbedente. 
"How may 4 Chriſtian diſcover the Will of God 
= own Duty under dark and doubtful Provi- 
In order to the clearing of this Caſe, we are to 
conſider what is meant hy the Will of God; what 
by thoſe doubtful Providences, that make the 
diſcovery of his Will difficult, and what Rules 
ar to be obſerved for the clearing up of God's 
Will to our ſelves under ſuch difficult and puzzling 
providences. * 30 engen; 

As to the Will of God, it falls under a twofold 
Conſideration, of his ſecret and revealed Will. 
This Diſtinction is found in that Scripture, Deut. 
10. 29. "The ſecret things belong unto the Lord our 
God, but thoſe things which are revealed belong unto 
1, c. The firſt is the Rule of his own Actions; 
the latter of ours: and this only is concerned in 
the Quere tet 2 

This Revealed Will of God is either manifeſted 
to us in his Word or in his Mors. The former is 
his commanding Will, the latter his effecting or 
mittig Will; the one verſant about Good, the 


her about'Evil 

In theſe ways God manifeſts his Will to Men, 

but yet wich great variety and difference, both 

J to the Things revealed, the Perſons to whom 

he reveals them, and the degrees of Clearneſs in 

ew. which they are revealed. 3 Ln 

Ge "{x.) Asto-the Things revealed, there is great 
"|| difference : for the great and neceſſary Duties of 
ligion are revealed to us in the Word, withthe 

eareſt Perſpicuity and Evidence. About theſe 


tatureand leffer concern are left more obſcure. 
| O 3 (2.) As 


here ean be no Heſitation; but things of a lower 


-- Pivine Conduct; Or, 
(2.) As to the Perſons to whom God reveals 
his Will, there is great difference; ſome are 
ſtrong Men, others Babes, 1 Cor. 3. 1. Some 
have Senſes exerciſed, others are of weak and 
dull Underſtanding; and we know every thing 
is received according to the ability and meaſure 
of the Perſon receiving it. Hence it is that one 
Man's Way is very plain before him, he knows 
what he ought to do; the other is ever and anon 
at a loſs, bivious and uncertain what to do. 
(3.) The manner of God's revealing his Will 
id Men is alſo very different. Some have had 
ſpecial, perſonal, and peculiar Diſcoveries of it 
made to them. So had Samuel about the choice 
of the Perſon whom he ſhould angint King, 
1 Sam. 9. 17. And ſo had David, 1 Sam. 23. 2, 
435, 10, 11, 12. where you find upon his enqui - 
ry of God (likely by the Urim and Thummim) 
God told him what was his Duty as to that Ex; 
pedition, and what would be the Event of it. 
But now all are tied up to the ordinary ſtand - 
ing Rule of the written Word, and muſt not ex- 
pect any ſuch extraordinary Revelations from 
God. The way we now have to know the Will 
of God concerning us in difficult Caſes, is to 
to ſearch and ſtudy the Spriptures, and where we 
find no particular Rule to guide us in this or that 
particular Caſe, there we are to apply general 
Rules, and govern 2 — according to the 
Analogy and Proportion they bear towards each 


- 


dther. 6 L 8 eee. 
But nqw it often falls out, that in ſuch doubtful 
Caſes we are entangled in our own Thoughts, 
and put to à loſs what courſe to take. We pray 
with David, that God would make bis Way plais 
fre ws Pla 7. 8, Afraid we ary of dſplxin 
348 Tere od. 
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The Myſtery of P2ovidence. 
God, agd yet doubtful we may do ſo, whether 
ve reſdlve this way or that. And this comes to 
maſs, not only through the difficulty of the caſe, 
hut from our own Ignorance and Inadvertency; 
and very frequently from thoſe Providences that 
is before us, wherein God ſgems to hint his 
Mind ito us, this way;or that, and whether we 
may ſafely guide our ſelves by thoſe Intimationg 
ob Providence, is doubtful to ui. 
That God doth give Men ſecret Hints and In- 
timariohs of his Will by his Providence, cannot 
be doubted 3: but yet Providences in themſelves 
1. no ſtable Rule of Duty, nor ſufficient diſco- 
verylof the Will of God. We may ſay of them, 
u ibis, Fob/23. 8, 9. Bebold, I go forward, but he 1. 
ut there : and backward, but I cannot perceive him: 
On the Left. Hand ubere be doth work, but I cannot 
lebold him: He bideth bimſelf on the right Hand, 
that I cannot ſee binn. 
H Providence in it ſelf be allowed to be a ſuf- 
ficient diſcovery of God's Will to us, then we 
hall be foreed often · times to juſtify and condemn 
the ſame Cauſe or Perſon, foraſmuch as there is 
ine Event happens to all, andi as it falls out to the 
Good, ſo to the Wicked, Eceleſ. g. 2. Beſide, if 
Providence alone were the Rule to judge any 
Action or Deſigu by, ; then a wicked undertake- 
ment would .ceaſe to be ſo, if it ſhould ſucceed 
well; but Sin is Sin ſtill, and Duty is Duty ſtill, 
whatever the Events and Iſſues of either be. 
103 "The ſafeſt way therefore ro make uſe of Pro- 
| vidence in ſuch Caſes, is, to conſider. them as they 
5, | follow: the Commands or Promiſes of the Word, 
Y | and not ſingly and ſeparately in themſelves. If 
you ſearch rhe Scriptures with an indifferent and 
8 unbjaſſtd. Spirit, in a doubtful Caſe, pray for 
oil? O4 Coun- 
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But the moft fignal Demonſtrations of Providence 
are yor to be — — Scripture Rule; 


* In.” Holy Job could not find the Meaning of 


followed their on Spirits) that be ſhould not go 10 
Feraſalem, Acts z. .. 

Then at Ceſarea he met Agabus a Prophet, who 
told him what ſhould beſal him when he came 


Dibine Conduct: Or, 
Counſel and Direction from the Lord, attend to 
the Dictates of Conſcience ; and when you have 
done all, ſhall find the Providences of God falling 
out agreeably to the Dictates of your on Con- 
ſcience; and the beſt Light you can find in the 
Word, you may in ſuch caſes make uſe of it as an 
Ericouragement to you, in the way of your Duty: 


ni Stiles or Succeſſes of Providences may in this 
Caſe encourage us to proceed; and on the other 
fide, no Frowns or Diſcouragements of Provi- 
dence ſhould diſhearten us in the way of our Du- 
ty, how many ſoever we ſhould encounter there- 


God in his Works, yet would he not go back from 
the Commtndments of his Lips, Job 23. 9. The like 
Reſolution you find in David, to proceed in his 
Duty, and cleave to the Word, how many ſtum- 
bling Blocks ſoever Providence ſhould pertnit to 
be laid in his way. I am become (faith he): 1ike a 


up by Troubles) yer do I not forget thy Statutes 
Pſalm 119. 13. And again; Ver. 87. They bad al 
moſt conſume 


Precepts. 


. erer SSS A8 22 


tither, 


hither,. Chap. 21. 10, 11. All this will not diſ- 
ſwade him. And after all this, how paſſionately 


do the Brethren beſeech him to decline that Jour- 


Joey? Ver. 12, 13. Yet knowing his Rule, and 


olving to be faithful to it, he puts by all, and 
in his Journey. | 


Well then, Providence, in concurrence with 
the Word, may give ſome Encourgement: to us 
in our Way ; but no Teſtimony of Providence is 
to be accepted againſt the Word. If Scripture 
and Conſcience! tell you, ſuch 2 way is ſinful, 
you may not venture upon it, how many Oppor- 
tunities or Encouragements ſoever Providence 
may ſuffer to offer themſelves to you; for they 


are only permitted for your Trial, not your En- 
&uragement : Take this therefore for a ſure 


Rule, That no Providence can legitimate or ju- 
ſtify any Moral Evil. Nor will it be a Plea be- 
fore God for any Man to ſay, The Providence 
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of God gave me Encouragement to do it, tho' 


the Word gave me none. If therefore in doubt- 
ful-Caſes you would diſcover God's Will, govern 


your ſelves in your ſearch after it by theſe Rules. 


1. Get the true Fear of God upon your Hearts, 
be really afraid of offending him, God will not 
hide his Mind from ſuch a Soul, P/al. 25. 14. 
The Secret of the Lord is witb them that feur bim, 
and he will (bew them bis Covenant. ay ot 

2. Study the Word more, and the Concerns 


and Intereſts of the World leſs. The Word isa 


Light to your Feet, Pſal. 119. 105. i. e. it hath 
à diſeovering and directive Uſefulneſs as to all 


Duties to be done, and Dangers to be avoided: 


It is che great Oracle at which you are to en- 


quire: Treaſure up its Rules in your Hearts, and 


you- Will Walk ſafely, Pſalm 119. 11. Thy Word 


have 


206  pibinteCondite? 1Or, 
11 1 Bid in my Heore, whe 7 1 70 not fn again 
Reduce what you Keke! into Practice, and 
* ſhall know what is is your Duty to płactiſe, 
ohn«7. Ty. Tf 'any* Min do hit Mill, he (ball know 
of the Doftrine, Palm 11. 1. 4 ed deen 
g have all they that do t 

BY ele very de Sg e 
that you ſhoald go; the L de 4 
Straits, and that he would not ſulter tt to 
M into Sin. This was the holy PraRiceof Ezra, 
Chaps 8. 21. Tben I proclaned Fat there at the 
2 Ahava, that we might g Ahe our ſelves before 
ny Od, 1 ſe Jo of bin, a vight"upay for us, and fi 
onriDittle ones, all auf Subſfam?ẽ⁵] 1 
Read the F. And chis we bl done, "follow: Providenes ſo 
_ f far us it agrees with the Word, and no farthef 
Provi- There is no uſe ite de made of Providence againſt 
dence, tiſe Word, butlin ſubſer endy co it: And there 
with the Are twWo excellent Uſes of Providence in ſubſer- 
8 viency to the Word. 095 Providences, as they 
Word, ade Promiſes And Prayer, are Evidences of 
we cannot God's Faithfilneſs' in their Accomp liſhment. 
make 4 When David laniguiſhed undet a Diſeaſe, and his 
falſe In- nèmies begam so triumpli in the hopes of his 
zb of Downfal, he'prays ;' Pſalm41.' 10. That God 
am. «would be mefeifilto him, and raiſe himup; and 
by that, he ſaith)" He new the Lord fawonred bim, 
beranſe bil Enemy Bid: not Friumph over him, ver- 11. 
*Fhis Providence he looked upon as a Token for 

Good, as elſewhere be celle it, Pſal. 86. 1 
Ang, 62. ) Providehces give us lout Calls to tho : 
Duties Which tie Commund lays upom us, and 
relle us when we are actually und preſently under 
the Obligation of che Commands, as to the Per- 
formance of them. Thus hen ſad * 
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af beſal the Church or our ſelves, they call us to 

I Humiliation, and let us know, that then the 
Command upon us to humble our ſelves at the 
Feer.of God, is in force upon us, Micah 6. 9. 
The Lord's Voice eryeth. to the City, and the Man 4 

Wiſdom ſhall ſee thy Name, hear the Rod, and w 
I hkarboappointed it. „The Rod hath a Voice, and 
ay what, doth it ſpeak 2: Why now is the Timeito 
ou || bymble-your ſelves under the mighty Hand of 
ou gary 
God. This is the Day of Trouble, in which'God 
hach-bid:you to call upon him: and e contra, when 
comfortable Providences refreſh'us , it now in- 
forms us, this is he. time to rejoice in God, ac- 
cording to the Rule, Ekeleſ. I. 14. In the Day of 
Proſpericy be goyful. "Theſe Precepts bind aua P 
but not to aas. It's our Duty therefore and affirmati- 
our Wiſdom to diſtinguiſn Seaſons, and know the u cs 
proper Duties ot every cy Seaſon: And Providence dert <tr 


per, non 


war Index that points them out to us. * 0 ad [empet 
the fir ſt Caſe... | Ws 1 
Pie, i The Second Caſs. *! 
HD maya Cbriſtian be . in waiting 2 
Bed, whilſt Providence delay the Performance of | the 
12 to him. ” u be bath long er ay 
wein 
ho: Two Things 116 ſuppoſba i in this Caſe. or 

2 That Providence may linger and delay the 
2:1:i Performance of thoſe Mercies to us that we 

have long waited and prayed for. 
That during that Delay and Sul penſion, our 
Hearts and Hopes may be — low, and 
ebe Ready tofail. 

1. Providence may long delay the Perfume 
of thoſe Mercies we have prayed and waited upon 


Gad far. 


* 
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ent of the Land of Egypt. Compare this with 


| — 


dles ſoever lie in the way of it. 
; i Si — — that Promiſe of raels Deliverance out 
| 7 


for Feace, but mo good cume; for a Time of Health, 


| » HivineConduct: Or, 
For the right underſtanding of this, know that 
there is a twofold Term or Sea ſon fixed for the 
Performance of Mercy to us. One by the Lord 
our God, in whoſe hand Times and Seaſons are, 
Ad 1. 7. Another by our ſelves, who raiſe up IA 
our own Expectations of Mercies, ſometimes Witi 
meerly through the Eagerneſs of our Deſires af. 

ter them, and wa 1 pant «aq a conje- 
ctural grounds and appearances o COUurage. 
ment that lie before us. . „ 1 
Now nothing can be more preciſe, certain 
and punctual, than is the Performance of Mercy 
at the Time and Seaſon which God hath appoint- 
ed, how long ſoever it be, or how Obſta. 
There was 2 


Time prefixed; by God himſelf for the Perfor- 


Egypt; and it's faid, Exod. 12. 41. At be end 
four. hundred and thirty Nurs, even the [elf-ſume 
day it came to paſs, that all the Hoſt of the Lord'went 


1. 17. and there you have the Ground and 
Reaſon why their Deliverance was not, nor could 
be delayed one Day longer, becauſe be Time of 
be Promiſe 4s now come. Promiles, like à preg- 
nant. Woman, mufſtaccomplifh their appointed 
Months, and when'they have ſo done, Providence 
will Midwife the Mercies they go big withal into 
the World, and not one of them ſhall miſcarry. 

But for the Seaſons, which are of our own fix - 
ing and appointment, as God is not tyed t6 them, 
ſo his Providences are not governed by them: 
And hence are our Diſappointments. We 'lobked 


and behold Trouble, Jer. 8. 15. And hereupon is it 


that we fret at the Delays of Providence, and 
| ſuſpect 


ears rng ge eee 


The Myſtery of Providence. 
ſaſpect the Faithfulneſs of God in their Perfor- 
nance. But his Thoughts are uot our Thoughts, Iſa. 
6. 8. Tbe Lord x not ſlack concerning his Promiſe, 
as Men count Slackneſs, 2 Pet. 3.9. It is Slackneſs, 
I you reckon by our own Rule and Meaſure, but 
tis not ſo, if you reckon and count it by God's, 
The Lord doth not compute and-reckon his Sea- 
ſons of working by our Aritbmetick. You have 
doch theſe Rules compared, and the ground of 
cur Miſtake detected in that Scripture, Hab. z. 3. 
The Viſſom is yet for an appointed Time, but at the end 
in bal} ſpeak, and net he: Though it tarry, wait for 
u, becauſe it will ſurely come, it will not tarry. 
God appoints the Time: When that appointed 
Time is come, the expected Mercies will not fail: 
But in the mean time, though it tarry (faith the 
Prophet) wait for it, for it will not tarry. Tarry, 
and not tarry, how ſhall this be reconciled? 
The Meaning is, it may tarry much beyond your 
Expect ation, but not a moment beyond God's A- 
pointment.. _ 85 n 11 | 
2. During this delay of Providence, the Hearts 
and Hopes of the People of God may be very 
low, and much diſcouraged. - This is too plain 
from: what the Scriptures have recorded of o- 
thers, and every one of us may find in our owl 
Experiences. We have an Inſtance of this in 
Jas 13,14. Inthe 13th Verſe you have God's 
l Promiſe, that he will comfort his People, 
and have Mercy upon bis Afflicted. Enough one 
would think to raiſe and comfort their Hearts. 
But the Mercy promiſed was long in coming, 
they waited from Year to Year, and ſtill the Bur- 


then preſſed them, and was not removed. And 
therefore, ver. 14. Zion ſaid, the Lord bath forſa- 
dun mu, and my Lord hath fer gettin we, 9.9. Ics in 


290 Wibine Tendurk: Or, 
” ' yainto look for ſuch'a Mercy, God hath no re- 

gad to us, we are out of his Heart and Mind, Ife 

he neither cares for us, nor minds what becomes I 


* 


of us. D 10 4 be | | 
So it was with David, after God had made WV: 
him ſuch a Promiſe, and in the Time thereof {6 a 
faithfull performed it, that never was Mercy ha 
better ſecured. to any Man; for they areicall'd, 
the ſure Mercies of David, Iſs: 55. 3. Let Provi- * 
dence delayed the accompliſhment of them ſo 
long, and ſuffered ſuch Difficulties to intervene, (|® 
that he even deſpairs to ſee. the Accompliſhment N 
of them, but even concludes God had forgotten 60 
him too, Pſal. 13. 1. How long wilt thou forget me, 
O Lord, for ever? And what he ſpeaks here by way 
of Queſtion, he elſewhere turns into-a: politive 
Concluſion, Pſal. 1 16. 11. All. Men are Liars, I ſpal 
ons 2515 the hand of Saul. And the Gauſes 
of theſe Deſpondencies and Sinkings of Heart 
are partly from our ſelves, and partly from Sa- 
tan. If we duly examine our own Hearts a- 
bout it, we ſhall find that theſe Sinkings of 
Heart are dein 94. 0941 jo 2000 5 
. The immediate Effects of Unbelief. We do 
do not depend and rely upon the Word with that I 
full Truſt and Confidence that is due to the in- e 
fallible Word of a faithful and unchangeable God. 8 
You may ſee the ground of this Faintneſs in that 
vcripture, Palm 27. 13. I had fainted unleſs Thad I fh 
believed. Faith is the only Cordial that relieves |; 
the Heart againſt theſe Faintings and Deſpon- 
dencies. Where this is wanting, or is weak, Ih 
no wonder our Hearts ſink at this rate, when Diſ⸗ 
Seen en before us. 1 45 | : 
2. Our judging and meaſuring things by the || 
Rules of Senſe, this is a great Cauſe of our Difcou- | © 
* g | ragements. FF 


che Wvlleryof ! 


agements. We conclude, According to the Ap- 
hearances of things will be their Iſſues. If A ra- 
han had done ſo, in that great Trial of his Faith, 
tehad certainly loſt his footing”; but againſt Hope, 
be.) againſt natural Probability, be believed in 
Hope giving Glory to God, Rom. 4. 18. If Paul 
tad done ſo, he had fainted under his Trials, 
1 Cor. 4. 16, 18. Me faint not ſaith he) whilſt we 
huk not at the things that are ſeen, q. d. That which 
keens. up our Spirits, is our looking off from 
things preſent and viſible, and meaſuxing all by 
A. Rule, wiz. The Power and Fidelity of 
God firmly engaged in the Promiſes, ' 
In all cheſe things Satan manages a Deſign 
pon us. Hence he takes Occaſions to ſuggeſt 
hard, Thoughts of God, and to beat off our Souls 
om all Confidence in him, and Expectations 
dom him, He is the great Make-bate betwixt 
God and the Saints. . He reports che Difficulcies 
and; Fears chat ate ip gur way with, Advantige, 
and labour; to weaken our Hands, anddiſcourage 
our Hearts in waiting upon God, And theſe Sup 


* * 


15 


geſtions gain the more Credit with us, becauſe 
they are confirm d and atteſted by Senſe and Fee- 


lin 0 ll | T pe”'y 2 EI 
. Bar here is 2 deſperate Deſign carrying on un- 
der very plauſible Pretences againſt our Souls. It 
concerns us to be watchful now, and maintain 
our Faith and Hope in God. Now bleſſed is he 
that can reſign all to God, and quietly wait for 
his Salvation. To aſſiſt the Soul in this Difficul- 
ty, I (hall offer ſome farther Help beſide what 
hath been formerly given under the fit Caution, 
in the following Conſiderations. © 

ws it: Firſt Conſideration, © 
Though Providence do not yet perform the 


: ke. -Dtbine Condnet:' Or, . 
Mercies you wait for, yet you have no groun 
to entertain hard Thoughts of God; for 15 — 
fible God never gave you any ground for your 
ExpeRation of theſe things from him. It may be 
you have no Promiſe to bottom your Hope upon; 
and if fo, why ſhall God be ſuſpected and dif. 
honoured by you in a Caſe wherein his Trath and 
Faithfulneſs was never engaged to you? If we are 
croſſed in our outward Concernments,and ſee our 
Expectations of Proſperity daſhed ; if we ſee ſuch 
or fuch'an outward Comfort removed, from 
which we promiſed our ſelyes much; why muſt 
God be accuſed for this ? Theſe things you pro- 
miſed your ſelves: But where did God promiſe 
you Proſperity, and the Continuance of thoſe 
comfortable things to you ? Produce his Promiſe, 
and ſhew wherein he hath broken it. It is not 
enough for you to ſay, There are general Promi- 
ſes in the Scripture, that God will with-hold 15 
$ood thing, and theſe are good things which Pro- 
vidence with - holds from you; for that Promiſe, 
Pſalm. 84. 11. hath its Limitations, it is expreſ- 
ly limited to ſuch as walk upfigbriy; and it con- 
cerns you to examine whether you have done ſo, 
before you quarrel wich, Providence for Non- 
rformance of it. Ah Friend, ſearch thine own 
eart, reflect upon thine own Ways; ſeeſt thou 
not ſo many Flaws in thine Integrity, ſo many 
Turnings aſide from God, both in Heart and Life, 
that may juſtifie God, not only in with-holding 
what thou lookeſt for, but in removing all that 
thou enjoyeſt ? And beſides this Limitation'asto 
the Object, it's limited (as all other Promiſes re- 
lating to Externals are) in the Matter or Things 
0 by the Wiſdom and Will of God, which 
ts the only Rule by which they are meaſured out 


tO 
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to Men in this World, (i. e.) ſuch Mercies in 
ſuch Proportions as he ſees needful and moſt con- 
ducible to your good; and theſe given out in 
ſuch Times and Seaſons as are of his own Ap- 
pointment, not yours. MITT. at 
God never came under an abſolute unlimited 
Tye for outward Comforts to any of us; and if 
we be diſappointed, we can blame none but our 
ſelves. Who bid us expect Reſt, Eaſe, Delight, 
and things of this kind in this World? He hath 
never told us, we ſhall be rich, healthy, and at 
eaſe in our Habitations; but on the contrary, he 
hath often told us, we muſt expect Troubles in the 
World, John 16. 33. And that through many Tribu- 
lations we muſt enter into his Kingdom, Acts 14. 22. 
All that he ſtands bound to us by Promiſe for, is 
to be with us in trouble, Pſal. 9 1. 15.to ſupply our 
real and abſolute Needs, 1/a. 41. 17. When the 
Poor and Needy ſeek Water, and there is none, and 
their Tongue faileth for Thirſt, I the Lord will hear 
them, I the God of Iſrael will not forſake them ; and 
to ſanctiſie all theſe Providences to our Good at 
laſt, Rom. 8. 28. All things ſhall work together for 
Good to them · bat love God. And as to all theſe 
things not one Tittle ever did, or. ſhall fail. 
Second Conſideratis. 
But if you ſay you have long waited upon 
God for ſpiritual Mercies to your Souls according 
to the Promiſe, and ſtill thoſe Mercies are defer- 
red, and your Eyes fail whilſt you look for 
them; I would deſire y ou ſeriouſſy to conſider of 
what kind thoſe ſpiritual: Mercies are, for which 
you have ſo long waited upon God. Spiritual 
Mercies are of two ſorts; ſuch as belong to the 
Eſſence, the very being of the new Creature, 
without which it muſt — Or to its well being, | 


As the Lord ſees fit, and 


"all: ake an everlaſting Covenant with them, that | 
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und the Comfort of the inner Man; without 
Which you cannot live ſo chearfully as you 
would. The Mercies of the former kind are ab. 
ſolutely neceſſary, and therefore put into abſo. 
lute Promiſes, as you ſee, Fer. 32. 40. And ! 


ill not twrnaway from rim to do them good; but | 
woll pur my Fear in their Hearts, that they ſhall nt 
Hepart from me; But for the reſt they are diſpen- 
Fea to us in ſuch Meaſures, and at fuch Seaſons 
| many of his own Peo- 
ple ive for a long time without them. The Do- 
nation and Continuation of the Spirit, to quick- 
en, fanctiſie and unite us with Chriſt is nedeſſa. 
M, but his Joys and Comforts are not ſo. A 
Child of Light may walk in Darkneſs, Iſa. 50. 10, 
He lives by Faith, and not by Feeling. 
ale Third Conſideration. n let: 
Vou complain, Providence delays to perform 
to you the Mercies you have prayed and waited 
for; but have you right Ends in your Deſires af. 
ter theſe Mercies? It may be that's the Cauſe, 
you ask and receive not, James 4. 3. The want 
6f2 good Aim, is the Reafon why we want 
ood Suoctſs in our Prayers. It maybe we pray 
or Proſperity, and our End is to pleaſe the I „ 
Feſh; we look no higher than the Pleaſure and I zt: 
Accommodation of the Fleſn, we beg and wait J t 
for Deliverance from ſuch a Trouble and Afflicti· <- 
on, not that we might de the more expedite and It 
prepared for Obedience, but freed of what is 
grievous e us, and deſtroys our Pleaſure in the 
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Cerca if it be ſo, you have more need t || © 
judge and) condemn your ſelves, than to cenſure 
aud ſuſpect che Care of God? _ 75 
97 4 — | ourt | 
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out - Fourth Conſideration. NEBED) 
ou Lou wait for Good, and it comes not; but is 
ab- your Will brought to a due Submiſſion to the 
o- Wil of God about it? Certainly God will have 

vou come to this before you enjoy your De- 
at res. Enjoyment. of your Deſires is the thing 
chat will pleaſe you, but Reſignation of your 

20 Wills, is that which is pleaſing to God: If your 
en- Hearts cannot come to this, Mercies cannot come 
ons ro you. David was made to wait long for the 
So- Mercy promifed him, yea, and to be content 
50. ¶ without it before he enjoyed it, Pſalm 131.2. He 
_ was brought to be as @ weaned Child, and fo muſt 

y x AN | | 
4 * Fifth Conſideration. | 
10. Your Betters have waited long upon God for 

Mercy, and why ſhould not you? David waited 
till his Eyes failed, Pſal. 69. 3. The Church wait- 
ed for him in the Way of his Fudgments, Iſa. 26. 83 
Are you better than all the Saints that are gone 


to all his People? They havequietly waited, and 
why ſhould not you ? 
| | Sixth Conſideration. | 
Will you loſe any thing by patient waiting up- 
on God for Mercies ? Cercainly, not at all: Yea, 
it will turn to a double Advantage to you to con- 
tinue in-4 quiet ſubmiſſive waiting Poſture upon 
God. For, (1.) Though you do not yet enjoy 
the Good you wait for, yet all this while you 
are exerciſing your Grace; and it's more excel- 
lent to act Grace, than to enjoy Comfort. All 
to his while the Lord is training you up in the Ex- 
ine erciſe of Faich and Patience, and bending 
your Wille in Submiſſton to himſelf; and what do 
Jen ſeſe by that? 9 and, (2.) When on 
wha: 7 


before you? Is God more obliged to you, than 
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the deſired Mercy comes, it will be ſo much the 
ſweeter to you: For, look 'how much Faith and 
Prayer hath been employed to produce it, how 
many Wreſtlings you have: had with God for it, 
ſo many more Degrees of Sweetneſs you will find 
in it, when it comes. O therefore, faint not, 
how long ſoever God delay you. Ir 
Seventh Conſideration, 1 
Are not thoſe Mercies you expect from 
worth the waiting for? If not, it is your Folly 
to be troubled for the want of them: If they be, 
why don't you continue waiting? Is it not all 
that God expects from you for the Mercies he be- 
ſtows upon you, that you wait upon him for 
them? You know you have not deſerved the leaſt 
of them at his Hands. You expect them not as 
a Recompence, but a free Favour, and if ſo, then 
certainly the leaſt you can do, is to wait upon 
his Pleaſure forte. wal v. 

1 Eig btb Conſider ation. 
Conſider how many Promiſes are made in the 
Word to waiting Souls. One Scripture calls 
them bleſſed tbat wait for him, Iſa. 30. 18. Ano- 
ther tells us, none that wait for him ſhall be aſhamed, 
Pſalm 25. 3. (i. e.) they ſhall not be finally diſ- 
appointed, but at laſt be Partakers of their Hopes. 
A third Scripture tells us, They that wait upon the 
Lord ſhall renew their Strength, a. 31. A Pro- 
pile you had need make much 5 ; in ſuch a 
ainting Time, with many more of like Nature; 
and ſhall we faint at this rate in the midſt of ſo 
many Cordiats as are prepared to reviveus in theſe 
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Promiles? ., 174 Ys 7 TL IO G13 off) 
Miotb Conſideration. \.  _ 
How long hath God waited upon you when 
you, will comply with his Commands; come up 
4 © aa 


God 
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the % your Engagements and Promiſes? You have 
made God wait long for your Reformation and 


. Obedience; and therefore have no Reaſon to 
it, think it much, if God make you wait long for 
ind your Conſolation. We have our How longs, and 
Ot, hath not God his? We cry, Pſalm 6, 3. But thou, 


O Lord, -how long ? Pſalm 13. 1, 2. How long wilt 
thow forget me, O Lord, for ever ? How long wilt 
| thou hide thy Face 2 me? How long ſhall I take 

Counſel in my Soul, having Sorrow in my Heart dai- 
ly? How long ſhall mine Enemy be exalted over me 2 
al] ¶ But ſurely we ſhould not think theſe things long, 
when we conſider, how long the Lord hath: ex- 
erciſed his Patience about uu. We have made 
aft © him ſay, How long, how long? Our Unbelief hath 
made him cry, How long will it be ere they believe 
me ? Numb: 14. 11. Our corrupt Hearts have 
made him cry, How long ſhall vain, Thoughts ladge 
within thee ? Jer. 4. 14. Our impure Natures and 
Ways have made him cry, How long will it be ere 
he | vey attain to Innocency? Hoſea 8. F. If God wait 
ls | upon you with ſo much Patience for your Du- 
). ties, well may you wait upon him for his Mercies. 

Teieentb Conſideration. | 


- 


This Impatience and Infidelity of yours, ex- 
s Ipreſt in your Wearineſs to wait any longer, as ic 
be $152 great Evil in is ſelf, ſo very probably it is 
that Evil which obſtructs the way of your ex- 
pected Mercies; You might have your Mercies 
„ | looner, if your Spirits were quieter and more 
7 | ſubmiflive. And thus of the Secind Caſe. 

He may a Chriſtian diſcern when 4 Providence 
| : ſanftified, and comes from . the Love of God to 
n a 2 03: 
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There are two ſorts or kinds of Providence ver- 


ſant about Men in this World, the Iſſues and E- 
vents of which are vaſtly different, yea, contra- 
ry to each other. 

1. To ſome all Providences are over-ruled and 
ordered for Good, according to that bleſſed Pro- 
miſe, Rom. 8. 28. Not only things that are good 
in themſelves, as Ordinances, Graces, Duties 
and Mercies ; but things that are Evil in them- 
ſelves, as Temptations, Afflictions, and even 
their Sins and Corruptions ſhall turn in the Iſſue 
to their Advantage and Benefit. For though 
Sin be ſo intrinſically and formally Evil in its own 
Nature, that ittitſelf it be not capable of Sancti - 
fication ; yet out of this worſt of Evils-God can 
work Good to his People; and though he never 
make Sin the Inſtrument of Good, yet his Provi- 
dence may make it the Orccafion of Good to his 
People; fo that Spiritual Benefits may by the 
wile over-ruling of Providence be occaſioned to 
the P of God by it. RIS 

And fo for Afflictions of all kinds, the great- 
eſt and foreſt of them; they do work in the In- 
fluence of Providence a great deal of Good to 
the Saints, and that not only as the Occaſions, 
2 = 1 .. and 77 of ir, Ta. 4 
9. By this hall the Iniqaity of Jacob gea, 
3 the Inſtrumentality of this far Rified 


= ; 

2. To others nothing is ſanctiſied either as an 
Inſtrument or Occaſion of any ſpiritual Good; 
but as the worſt things are ordered to the Bene- 
fir of the Saints, ſo the beſt things wicked Men 
enjoy do them no good. Their Prayers are turned 
into Sin, Pſalm 109. 7. The Ordinances” are the 
Favour of Death, 2 Cor. 3. 16. The Gene, « 
Like a af ner "WF" 0 
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their Hearts can wiſh. 
Eyidence for Heaven, which accompanies ſo great 
"2a part of the World to Hell. By theſe things we 
may teſtiſie our Love to God; but from ten thou- 
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God turned into Wantonneſs, Fade, ver. 4. Chriſt 
himſelf a Rock of Offence, x Pet. 2. 8. Their Ta- 
ble a Snare, P/al.69. 22. Their Proſperity their Ruin, 
Prov.1.32. As Perſons are, ſo things work for goad 
or evil, Tit. 1. 15. To the Pure all things are pure, bus 
to them that are defiled and unbelieving is nothing pure, 
Seeing therefore the Events of Providence fall 
out ſo oppoſite to each other upon the Godly and 
Ungodly ; every thing farthering the Eternal 
Good of the one, and the Ruin of the other; it 
cannot but be acknowledged a moſt important 

, Caſe ii which every Soul is deeply chncern d, 
whether the Providences under which he is, be 
ſanctified to him or no? > Reel | 

For the clearing of which I ſhall premiſe. two 
neceſſary Conſiderations, and then ſubjoin the 

Rules which will be uſeful for the Determinati- 
on of the Queſtion. of 2 
And firſt,” Let it be conſidered, that we can- 
not know from the Matter of the Things before 
us, whether they be ſanRified or unſanctified to 
us; for fo conſider d, All things come alike to all; 
and no Man knoweth either Love or Hatred by all the 
things that are before him, Eccleſ. 9. 1, 2. We can- 

not underſtand the Mind and Heart of God, by 

the things he diſpenſeth with his Hand. If pro- 
ſperous Providences befal us, we cannot ſay, 

Herein is a ſure Sign that God loves me; for who 
have more of thoſe Providences than the People 
of his Wrath? Pſalm 73. 7. They have more than 

Sure that mult be a weak 


fand ſych Enjoyments we cannot get any ſolid 


Aſſurance of his Love to us. | 
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And from adverſe afflictive Providences we 
cannot know his Hatred. If Afflictions, great 
Afflictions, many Afflictions, long continued 
Afflictions ſhould ſet a Brand, or fix a Chara- 
Rer of God's Hatred upon the Perſons on whom 
they fall; here then ſhall we find God's Peo- 
ple in the World? We muſt then ſeek; out the 
d, vain, ſenſual Wantons of the World, 
who ſpend their Days in Pleaſure, and ſay, theſe 


Outward things are promiſcuouſly diſpenſed, 
aud no Man's ſpiritual: Eſtate. is diſcernable by 
the view of, his temporal. When God. draws the 
Sword, it may cut off the Righteous às well as the 
Wicked, Exel. 21. 3. oY 38812 

2. Tho the Providences of God, material 
conſidered, afford no Evidence of God's Love to 
us, yet the Manner in which they befal us, and 
the Effects and Fruits they produce in us, do 
diſtinguiſh them very manifeſtly; and by them 
we may diſcern whether they be ſanctified Pro- 
vidences, and Fruits of the Love of God, or no. 
But yet theſe Effects and Fruits of Providences, 
by which we diſcern their Nature, do not always 


preſently appear; but Time muſt be allowed for 


the Soul's Exerciſe under them: As it is Heb. 12. 
11. Now wo Affliction for the preſent {eemeth joyous, 
but grievous ; nevertheleſs afterwards it yieldeth the 
peaceable Fruits of Righteouſneſs unto them which are 


exerciſed thereby. 


The Benefit of a Providence is diſcern'd as that 


of a Medicine is; for the preſent it gripes, and 
makes the Stomach ſick and loathing; but after- 
wards we find the benefit of it in our recovery of 
Health and Cheerfulneſs. Now the Providences 


of God being ſome of them comfortable, . 
| „ others 
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athets ſad and grievous to Nature, and the way 
to diſcern the SanRification and Bleſſing of them, 
being, by che manner in which they come, and 
their Operations upon ouri Spirits; I ſhall con- 
ider the Caſe as it reſpects both forts of Provi- 
lerices; and ſhew you what Effects of our Trou- 
bles or Comforts will ſpeak them to be ſanctiſied 
2nd; bleſſed $0.08 beef“ inn 258 Mane 
And firſt for ſad and afflictive Providences in 
what kind or degree ſoever they befal us, we may 
warrantably conclude they are Bleſſings to us; 
and come from the Love of God, wien 
1. They come in a proper Seaſon, when we 
have need of them, either to prevent ſome Sin 


e ate falling into, pr recovertus ont of a remils, 


ſupine; and careleſs, Frame of Spirit into which 
we are already fallen, L Pet. 1. 6.⁰＋＋ need be, e 
are in Heavineſs. Certainly, it is a good ſign 


that God deſigns your good; by thoſe Troubles 
which are ſo fitted and wiſely; order d to nick 
the Opportunity. If you ſee the Husbandman 


lopping a Tree in the proper Seaſon, it argues 
he aims at the Fruitfulneſs and Flouriſhing of it; 


but to do the ſame thing at Midſummer ſpeaks no 


regard to it, yea, his deſign; to deſtroy it.. 
2. When they are fitted, both for Quality and 
Degree, to work properly upon our moſt predo- 
minant Corruptions, then they look like ſancti- 
fied Strokes. The Wiſdom of God is much ſeen 
in the choice of his Rods. It is not any kind of 
Trouble that will work upon and purge every 
Sin; but when God chuſes for ſygh Afflictions 
as, like Phyſick, are appropriated to the Diſeaſe 
the Soul labours under; this ſpeaks Divine Care 
and Love. Thus we may obſerve, it's uſual with 
God to ſmite us in thoſe very Comforts, . 
O18 
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ſtole away too much of the Love and Delight of 
our Souls from God] to crofs us in thoſe things 
from which we raiſed up too great Expectations 
of Comfort. Theſe'Providenges ſpeak the Jea- 
louſy of God over us, and his Care to prevent 
far worſe Evils by theſe ſad, but needful Strokes, 
And fo for the Degrees of our Troubles, ſancti- 
fied Strokes are ordinarily fitted by the Wiſdom of 
God tothe Strength and Ability of our inherent 
Grace, I/. 17. 8. In meaſure when it ſhooteth'forth 
thou wilt debate with it : He ftayeth his ugb Wind 
in the Day ef the Eaft-Wind. It's an Alluſion to a 
Phyfician, who exactly weighs and meaſures all 
the Ingredients, which he mingles in a Potion 
for his ſick Patient, that it may be proportionate 
to his Strength, and no more: and ſo much the 
next Words intimate, By this therefore ſhall the Ini- 
„„ 
J. t is a good ſign our Troubles are ſanRified 
to us, when they turn our Hearts againſt Sin, 
ard not againſt! God: There be few great Af. 
flictions which befall Men, but they make them 
quarrelſom and diſoontentad. Wicked' Men 
quaeret with God, and are filled with Diſcontent 


againſt him. So the Scripture- deſcribes them, 


Rev. 17. 9. They were ſcorched with great Heat, and 
blaſphemed the Name of God, which hath Power over 
theſe Plagues, But Godly Men, to whom Affli- 
ctions are ſanRified, they juſtify God, and fall 
out with Sin, they condemn themſelves, and give 
belongeth- unig thee, but unto us Confuſion of Faces, 
c. And Lam. 3. 39. Wherefore doth a living 
Aan complain, a Man for the Puniſhment of his 
Sim? Happy Afflictions, which make the Soul 


fall out and quarrel only with Sin. 


; 4s 


- 


4. It 


. - 


The Myſtery of P2ovidence. 
4. It is a ſure ſign afflicting Providences are ſan- 
ctified, when they purge the Heart from Sin, 
and leave boch Heart and Life more pure, hea- 
renly,” mortified, and humble than they found 
them. Sanctified Afflictions are Cleanſers, they 
pull down the Pride, refine the Earthlineſs, and 
purge out the Vanity of the Spirit. So you read, 
Dan. 11. 37. it purifies and makes their Souls 
white: Hence it's. compared to a Furnace, which 
ſeparates the Droſs from the pure Mettal, I/. 48. 
10. Bebold I have refined thee, but not with Silver: 
I have choſen thee.in the Furna et of Afii&ion. But 
for wicked Men, let them be never lo long in 


the Furnace, they loſe no Droſs, Exel. 24. 6. 


How many Chriſtians can bear witneſs to this 
Truth! After ſome ſharp Affliction hath been 
upon them, how is the Earthlineſs of their Hearts 
purged! they ſee no Beauty, taſte no more Re- 


liſh in the World than in the White of an Egg. 


Oh how ſerious, humble and heavenly are they 

till the Impreſſions made upon them by the Af. 
ſlictions be worn off, and their deceicful Luſts 
have again entangled them! And this is the Rea- 
ſon why we are ſo often under the Diſcipline of 


the Rod. Leta Chriſtian (ſaith a late Writer) 
be but two or three Years without an Affliction, 


and he is almoſt good for nothing: He cannot 
pray, nor meditate, nor diſcourſe at that rate he 
was wont to do; but when a new Affliction 
comes, .now he can find his Tongue, and come 
to his Knees again, and live at another rate. 

5. It is a good ſign afflicted Providences are 
ſanctified to us, when we draw near to God un- 
der them, and turn to bim that {mites us, A wicked 


Man under Affliction revolt: more and more, Ila. 1. 


F+ turns net to bim that ſmites him, Ila. 9. 13. but 
4 | grows 
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grows worſe than before: Formaity 0 turned 
anto Stupidity and Dedolency. 

- But ifC God afflict his on People with a findi. 
hed Rod, it awakens them to a more earneſt Seek. 
ing of God; ; it makes them pray more frequent. 
ly, ſpirituall y and fervently 'than'ever. When 
Paul was buffeted ÞY Sean, he beſought. the Lord 
thrice, 2 Cor. 12. 8. 

6. We may conc 
Afied, and to come from the Love of God to us, 
when they do not alienate our Hearts from God, 
but inflame our Love to him. "This is a ſure: Rule, 
Whatever ends in the Increaſe: of our Love: to 


God, proceeds from the Love of God to us. A 


wicked Man finds his Heart riſing againſt God, 
when he ſmites him; but a gracious Heart cleaves 
the doſer to him: He can love as well as juſtify 
Ari afflicting God. AU this dt come upon ut; yet 
bade we not forgotten thee, neither baue we dealt falſy 
in thy Covenant: oun Heart is not turned back, neither 
have our Steps declined from thy way; tho” — haſt 
fore broken us in the: Place of Dragons, and covered us 
wirb the Shadow of Death, Pfal. 44. 17, 18, 19. 
Here you have a true account of the Temper and 
1 of a gracious Soul under greateſt Afflicti- 
To be broken'in the Place of Dragons, and co- 
vin: with the Shadow of Death, imports the moſt 
diſmal State of Affliction : Yet even then a gra- 
cious Heart turns not back, z. e. doth nor for all 
this abate one Drachm of Love to God: God is 
as goodand dear to him in Affli ctions as ever. 
7. Laſtly, We may call our Afflictions ſanctifi- 
ed, "when DiwineTeachings accompany them to our 
Souls, Pal. 94, 12. Bleſſed i 15 the Man whom thou 
chaſteueſt, O Lord, and teacheſt him out of thy Law. 


Sanctified Afflictions are Eye. ſalves, they _ ys 
enſi- 


lude our Afflictlons to to fon ſan- 
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ſenſibly and effectually when the Spirit accom- 

nies them; the Evil of Sin, the Vanity of the 
Creature, the Neceſſity of ſecuring things that 
cannot be ſhaken, Never doth a Chriſtian take 
à truer Meaſure both of his Corruptions and 


Graces; than under the Rod. Now a Man ſees 


226 


that Filthineſs that hath been long contracting in 


proſperity, what Intereſt the Creature hath in 
the Heart, how little Faith, Patience, Reſigna- 
tion and ſelf-denial we can find; when God calls 
us to the Exerciſe of them. O tis a bleſſed Sign, 


that Trouble is ſanctified, that makes a Man thus 


turn it upon his own Heart, ſearch it, and hum- 
ble himſelf before the Lord for the Evils of it 

2. In the next Place let us take into Conſide- 
ration the other Branch of Providences which are 
comfortable and pleaſant. Sometimes it ſmiles 
upon us in Succeſſes, Proſperity, and the Grati- 
fication of the Defires of our Hearts. Here the 
Queſtion will be how the Sanctification of theſe 
Providgnces may be diſcovered to us? For Re- 
ſolution, in this Matter, I ſhall for Clearneſs ſake 
lay down two ſorts of Rules; one Negative, the 
other Poſitive. * 72 


N Firſt Negative. | Lk 

1. It is a ſign, that Comfort is not ſanctiſied to 
us, which comes not (ordinarily) in the Way of 
Prayer. The wicked hoaſteth of his Hearts Deſire, 
and bleſſeth the covetous, whom the Lord abhorreth. 
The wicked through the Pride of his Countenance will 
not ſeek after God; God is not in all bis thoughts, Plal. 
10. 3,4. Here you ſee Providence may give 
Men their Hearts Deſire, and yet they never oncs 
open their Deſires to God in Prayer about it. But 
then thoſe Gifts of Providence are only ſuch as 
are beſtowed on the worſt of Men, and are not 
the Fruits of Love. 2+ What- 


$26 


. *than 


| und rejoice at the Sound 
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69 Ne Whatever Succeſs, 'Profperity or Comfort 
Men acquire by ſinful Mediums, and indirect 
Courſes, are not ſanctiſied Mercies to them. 
This is not the Method in which thoſe Mercies 
are beſtowed. Better is @ little with Righteouſneſs, 
t Revenues without Ripht, Prov. 16, 8. 
Better upon this Account, that it comes in God'; 
Way, and d with his Bleffing; which never follows 
the way of Sin. God hath curſed the ways of 
Sin, and no Bleſſing can follow them. 

3. Whatever Proſperity and Succeſs makes Men 
for get God, and ofthe Care of Duty, is not 
LanAified to them. It is unſanctiſied Proſperity, 


which lulls Men aſleep into a deep Oblivion of 


God, Deut. 32.13,14, 15, 18. He made bim vide 
on the bigh Places of the Earth, that he might eat the 
—_— e of the Fields; and be ade him to ſuck Honey 
the Rock, and 0 yl out of the fliney Rock, Butter 
7 Kine, nd Milk of Sheep, with Fas of IL Lambs, and 
Rams of the Bried of Ba lan, and Goats, 21th the 
Fat of Kidneys of Wheat, and hou didſt driniet he pure 
Blood of the Grape ; but Jeſt urum waxed fat and kick- 
ed; thou art waxed fat, thou art grown thick, theu 
art cover d with Fatmeſs : T hen be forſook God which 
made bim, and lightly efteemed the Rock of his Salva- 
vion · Of the Rock that begat thee thou art unmindful, 
and hel fe orten God that formed thee, Rare fu- 
mant kalle us aræ. 
4. When Proſperity is abuſed to Senſuality, 


and meerly ſerves as Fuel to maintain fleſhly. 


Luſts, it is not ſanctiſied. See Fob 21. 11,12, 13. 
Fhity ſend forth their little ones like a Flock, ond thei 
Children dance. They take the Timbrel end Hary, 


the Organ. They ſpend their 
Days in 2 gore 8 Moment FLY down 10 the 


nen 


4. It 
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che Pyltery of Padbidence. 


5. Jr's a Signthat Proſperity is not ſanctiſied to 
Men, when it ſwells the Heart with Pride and 
elf oonceitedneſs, Dan. 4. 29, 30. At the End of 
v elve Months be wal ked inthe Palace of the Ring dos 
of Babylon. The King ſpake and ſaid, Is not rhis 
great Babylon that I have built for the Houſe M the 
' 1+: Kingdom, by the Might of my Power, and for the Ho- 
e Majeſty fo or „ 
6. Thar Succeſs is not ſanctiſied to Men, which 
takes them off from their Duty, and makes them 
wholly negligent, or very much indiſpoſed to it, 
Jer. 2. 8 1. O Generation, fe the Word of the Lord 
bave I been a Wilderneſs unto Iſrael? A LA 
Darkneſs? Wherefore ſay my People, We are Lords, 


1 we will come no more unto thee 2 © | 


*þ, | 7. Nor can we think that Proſperity ſanctiſi- 
ed, which wholly ſwallows ap the Souls of Men 
in their -own Enjoyments, and makes them re- 
„ | gardleſs. of publick Miſeries or Sins, Amos 6, 4, 
55 6. They lie upon Beds of Ivory, and ftretch tbem- 
ſelves upon their Conches, and eat the Lambs out of the 
Flock, and the Calves out of the midſt of the Stall. 


themſebues Inſtruments of Muſick like David. They 
dini Wine in Bowls, and anoint themſelves with the 
chief Ointments ; but they are not grieved for the Af. 
fu. fictions of Joleph; wm 
ene But then Poſiti vely 
ty, . Thoſe Mercies and Comforts are undoubt- 
% Leah fanctifed to Men, which humble their 
YISouls kindly before God, in the Senſe of their own 
Vileneſs and Unworthinels of them, Gen. 32. 10. 
And jacob ſaid, I am not worthy: of the leaſt of all thy 
505 Mereier, &c. 0 K 22 1 2 
the I. 2. Sanctified Mercies are commonly turned 
into Cautions againſt Sin, Ezra 9. 13. they * 
AT , 0 


* 
. 


They. chant to. the Sound of the Viol, and invent to 
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ſo _—_ Bands of Reſtraint u "5 the Soul that 


| hath them, to make them ſhun 


3. They will engage a Man's Heart in love t to 
the God of his Mercies, Pſal. r8. 1. compared 
with the Title. 

4. They never ſatisfie a Man as his Portion, 
nor will the Soul accept all the Proſperity in the 
World upon that Score, Heb. 11. 26. Eſfeeming the 

Reproach of Chri bed wp Riches. than the Treaſures in 
—.— . be Refpett wnto the er. of the 
Rewatd. . 

5. Nor 40 they make Men regardleſs of 2 
lick Zins or N Neb. 2. , 2, 3. compared 
with As 7 

6. It's a * 4 ſign that Mercies are ſanctified, 
hen they make the Soul more expedite and en- 
— God in Duty, 2 Chrom. 17. 5, 6. Tbere- 

ore the Lord 8 the Kingdom in bis Hand, and 
all 1 Judah brought to Jehoſhaphar Preſents, aut the 
bad Riches and Honour in abnndance; and his Heart 
Was life up in the Ways of the Lord, &. 

7:. To conclude, that which is obtained b 
Prayer, and returned to God again in due Praiſe 
carries his own Teftimonials with it, that it came 
from the Love of God, and is a ſanctified 3 
to the Soul. And ſo much of this, Third Caſe. 
I be Fourth Caſe. 

How may we attain unto an 'Evenneſs and Steddi- 
neſs of Spirit, under the Changes and contrary Ae 

un upon us? 

Three things are ſuppoſed in this Caſe: - 
1. That Providence hath various and contrary 
Alpects upon the People of Sd. 

2 That it is a common thing with them, to 

experience great Diſorders of Spirit, under 


G Changes of Providence. 
| 3 That 


rr es sse eee er ne. 
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The Myſtery of Pꝛabidence. 
3. That theſe Diſorders may be (at keaft in a 
| great Meaſure) prevented, by the due Uſe 
e to and Application of thoſe Rules and Helps 
that God hath given us in ſuch Caſes. 
1. That Pyovidence hath various, yea, con- 
trary Aſpects upon the People of God, is a Cafe 
the ſo plain, that it needs no more than the mention- 
the ing, to let it in to all our Underſtandings. Which 
of all the People of God have not felt this truth? 
he Providence rings the Changes all the World over; 
| He encreaſeth the Nations, and deſtrazeth them ; bg 
ub. evlargeth the Nations, and ſtraitneth them again, Job 
red 12. 23. The ſame it doth with Perſons, P/al. 
102. 10. Thou baſt lifted me up, and caſt me down, 
dee what a ſad Alteration Providence made upon 
the Church, Lam. 1. 1, 12. How doth the City fat 
ſaligary that .was full of People ! How ſhe become as. 
4 Widow! She that 2pas great among the Nations, 
and Princeſs. among the Provinces, bow it ſhe becoms 
tribut ary! Is it nathing to you, all qe that paſs by? Be. 
bold. and ſee, if there be any Sorrow like unto my Sor 
row, which i done unto me, wherewith the Lord hath 
|| fifed:meim the Dayef bis fierce Anger. And how 
great an Inſtance was eh of this Truth, Job 2g; 
per tet. and 30 compared? How many thouſands 
have complained with Naomi, whoſe Condition 
I hath been ſo ſtrangely altered, that others have 
;. ſaid, as the People of Bethlehem did of her, I: thay 
Naomi. Rath. . 19, 20, 21. ' oP 
Theſe Viciſſitudes of Providence commonly 
cauſe great Diſorders of Spirit in the beſt Men. 
y || Look as intenſe Hear and Cold. try the Strength 
and Soundneſs of the Conſtitution of our Bodies, 
» ſo che Alteratians made by Providence upon our 
Conditions, try the Strength of our Graces; and; 


too often diſcover the Weakneſs and CHO 
| ; 0 


of holy Men. Hexeliab was a good Man: but 
yer his Weakneſs and Corruption was bewrayed 
by the Alterations Providence made upon his 
Conditions. When Sickneſs and Pains ſummon'd 
him to the Grave, what birter Complaints and 
Deſpondencies are recorded? in Ia. 38. per tor. 
And when Providence lifted him up again into a 
proſperous Condition, what Oſtentation and 
Vain-glory did · he diſcover? Iſa. 39. 2. David 
had more than a common Stock of inherent 
Grace, yet not enough to keep him in an equal 
Temper of Spirit under great Alterations, Pſalm 
30. 6, 7. In my Proſperity I ſaid I ſhall never be mo- 
ved; thou hideſt thy Face, and I was troubled, It 
is not every Man that can ſay with Paul, I know 
both how to be abaſed, and I know how to abound eve- 
ry where, and in all things I am inſtructed both 
to be full, aud to be hungry, both to abound and 
to ſuffer Need, Phil. 4. 12. He is truly rich in 
Grace, whoſe Riches or Poverty neither hin- 
ders the acting, nor impoveriſheth the Stock of 
His Graces. 1 Arie | r Sin 
3. Though the beſt Men be ſubject to ſuch 
Dilorders bf Heart, undet the Changes of Provi- 
dence; yet theſe Diſorders may in à great Mea- 
ſurs be prevented by the due Application of ſuch 
_ and Helps, as God hath given us in ſuch 

Now, theſe Helps are ſuited to a threefold 4/- 
-pe& of Providence upon us; vx. 

4 1. Comfortable, 

2. Calamitous, 
3. Doubtful. 18 

To all which I ſhall ſpeak particularly and 
briefly, | 


Lueſt, 
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The Myſtery of P2ovidence. 
| Queſt. 1. 

How may we attain to an Evenneſs and Sted- 
dineſs of Heart, under the comfortable Aſpects of 
Providence upon us? 

Under Providences of this kind, the great 
Danger is, leſt the Heart be lifted up with Pride 
and Vanity, and fall into a drowſie and remiſs 
Temper. To prevent this, we had need urge 
humbling and awakening Conſiderations upon our 
own Hearts; ſuch are theſe that follow. 

Firſt Conſideration, 
- Theſe Gifts of Providence are common to the 
worſt of Men, and are no ſpecial diſtinguiſhing 
Fruits of God's Love. The vileſt of Men have 
been filled even to Satiety with theſe things, Pſal. 
73. 7. Their Eyes ſtand out with Fatneſs : They have 
more than Heart could wiſh, 
Second Conſideration, 

Think how unſtable and changeable all theſe 
things are, What you glory in to day may be 
none of yours ro morrow, Prov. 23. J. Riches 
make themſelves Wings, and fly away as an Eagle 
towards Heaven, As the Wings of a Fowl grow 
out of the Subſtance of the Body, ſo the Cauſe 
of the Creatures Tranſitorineſs is in it ſelf: It's 
ſubjected to Vanity, and that Vanity, like Wings, 
carries it away: they are but fading Flowers, 


James 1. 10. 

Third Conſideration, 

The Change of Providences is never nearer to 
the People of God, than when their Hearts are 
lifted up, or grown ſecure by Proſperity. Doth 
Hezekiah glory in his Treaſures? The next News 
he hears, is of an impoveriſhing Providence at 

, 6, 7. Others may be 


hand, I/a. 39. 2, 3, 4, 5 
left to peri in uaſanAiſed roſperity, but you 
not. Q 2 Fourth 
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Fourth Conſideration. 
This is a great Diſcovery of the Carnality and 
Corruption that is in thy Heart: It argues an 
Heart little ſer upon God, little mortified to the 
World, little acquainted with the Vanity and en- 
ſnaring Nature of theſe things. O you know 
not what Hearts you have, till ſuch Providences 
by chem. And is not ſuch a Diſcovery. Matter 
of deep Humiliation ?. | Sar Ong | 
"x | Fifth Conſideration. 7 Gis 
Was it not better with you in a low Condi- 
tion than it is now? Reflect, and compare State 
with State, and Time with Time. Mow is the 
Frame of your Hearts altered with the Altera- 
tion of your Condition? So God complains of 
Iſrael, Hoſea 13. 5, 6. I did know thee in the Wil- 


 derneſs, the Land of Drought ; according to their Pa- 


ſture ſo they were filled; they were filled, and their 
Heart was exalted, therefore have they forgotten me, 
ſaith the Lord: ꝗ. d. You and I were better ac- 
quainted formerly, when you were in a low 


Condition; Proſperity hath eſtranged you, and 


alter d the Caſe. How ſad is it, that God's Mer- 
cies ſhould be the Occafion of our Eſtrangement 
from him? 1 | 


—_ JM ..-.. 
Upon the other ſide, it's worth conſidering 
how our Hearts may be eſtabliſh'd and kept ſted- 
dy under calamitous and adverſe Providences. | 
Here we are in equal Danger of the other Ex- 
tream, vix. Deſpondency and Sinking under the 
Frowns and Strokes of croſs Providences. Now 
to ſupport, and eſtabliſh the Heart in this Caſe, 
take three Helps. r o42--1t +; | 
Dee bad 
Ficſt, conſider, That afflictive Providences 


are 
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The Myſtery ot P2ovidence. 
are of great Uſe to the People of God, they 
and cannot live without them. The Earth doth not 
| * more need chaſtening Froſts, and mellowing 
the Snows, than our Hearts do nipping Providences. 
en- Let the beſt Chriſtian be but a few Years with- 
OW JF out them, and he will be ſenſible of the want of 
des chem; he will find a fad remiſion and declining 
ter : 
upon all his Graces. - 
Second Conſideration, 

No Stroke of Calamity upon the People of 
God, can ſeparate them from Chriſt, Rom. 8. 35. 
Who ſhall ſeparate us from the Love of Chriſt ? Shall 
Tribulation? There was a Time when Fob could 
call nothing in this World but Trouble his own ; 
He could not fay, my Eftate, my Honour, my 
Health, my Children; for all theſe were gone; 
yet then he could fay, My Redeemer, Job 19. 25. 
Well then, there is no Cauſe to fink whilſt Inte- 
reſt in Chriſt remains ſure to us. 

Tiuird Conſideration. © 
All your Calamities will have an End ſhortly. 
The longeſt Day of the Saints Troubles hath an 
End; and then no more Troubles forever. The 
Troubles of the Wicked will be ro Eternity ; but 
you ſhall ſuffer bur a while, x Pet. 5. 10. If a thou- 
land Troubles be appointed for you, they will 
come to one at laſt, and after that no more: Yea, 
and though our Troubles be but for a Moment, yet. 
they work for us a far more exceeding and eternal 
Weight of Glory, Let that ſupport your Hearts 
under all your Sufferings. 
1 Nef. 3. 
Laſtly, Let us couſider, what may be uſeful eq 
ſupport and quiet our Hearts under doubrful Pro- 
. vidences, when our dear Concernments hang in 
a' doubtful Suſpence before us, and we know not 
OS Q 3 which 


Divine Conduct: Or, 
which Way the Providence of God will caſt and 
determine them. 

Now the beſt Hearts are apt to grow ſollici- 
tous and penſive, diſtracted with Thoughtfulneſs 
about the Event and Iſſue. To relieve and ſettle 
us in this Caſe, the following Conſiderations are 

very uſeful. 
| Firſt Conſideration. 

Firft, Let us conſider the Vanity and Inutility 
of ſuch a Solicitude, Matth. 6. 27. Which of you 
(ſaith our Lord) by raking Thought can add one Cu- 
bit? We may break our Peace, and waſt our 
Spirits, but nct alter the Caſe. We cannot turn 
God out of his Way, Job 23.13. He « in one Mind. 
We may by ſtrugling againſt God increaſe, but 
not avoid or lighten our Troubles. 

Second Conſideration. 
How often do we afflit and torment our 
ſelves by our own unquiet Thoughts, when there 
is no real Cauſe or Ground for {6 doing? IIa. 
51. 13,9-— And baſt fear d continually every Day, 
becauſe of the Fury of the Oppreſſor, as if he were 
ready to deſtroy, aud where 18 the Fury of the Op- 
preſſor ? O what abundance of Diſquiet and 
Trouble might we prevent, by waiting quietly 
till we ſee the Iſſues of Providence, and not 
bringing, as we do, the Evils of the Morrow 
upon the Day ? 
| Third Conſideration. 
. How great Ground of Quietneſs is it that the 

whole Diſpoſe land Management of all our Af- 
fairs and Concerns is in the Hand of our own 
God and Father ! No Creature can touch us 
without his Commiſſion or Permiſſion. I know 
(ſaith Chriſt) thow couldſt have no Power againſt 

me, except it were given thee from above, John 19.11, 
: oo Neither 
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Neither Men nor Devils can act any thing with- 
out God's leave; and be ſure he will ſign no Or- 
der to your Prejudice. 

Fourth Conſideration. 

How great Satisfaction muſt it be to all that 
believe the Divine Authority of the Scripture, 
that the Faithfulneſs of God ſtands engaged for 
every Line and Syllable found therein? And how 
many. bleſſed Lines in the Bible may we mark, 
that reſpe& even our outward Concerns, and the 
happy Iſſue of them all? Upon theſe two grounds, 
vix. That our outward Concerns, with their ſted- 
dy Direction to a bleſſed End, is found in the 
Word ; and this Word being of Divine Authori- 
ty, the Faithfulneſs and Honour of God ftands 
good for every Tittle that is found there. I ſay, 
theſe are Grounds of ſuch Stability, that our 
Minds may repoſe with greateſt Security and 
Confidence upon them, even in the cloudieſt 


Day of Trouble. Not only your Eternal Salva- 


tion, but your temporal Intereſts are there ſecu- 


red. Be 


a bleſſed Iſſue. 
Fifth Conſideration, 


How great and ſure an Expedient have the 
Saints ever found it to their own Peace, to com- 
mit all doubtful Iſſues of Providence to the Lord, 
and devolve all their Cares upon him ; Prov. 16. 

Commit thy Works unto the Lord, and thy Thoughts 
frat be eſtabliſhed. By Works he means any doubt- 
ful, intricate, perplexing Buſineſs, about which 
our Thoughts are rackt and tortur'd. - Roll all 
theſe upon the Lord by Faith, leave them with 
him, and the preſent immediate Benefit you ſhall 
have by it (beſides the Comfort in the laſt Iſſue) 


ſhall be Tranquility and Peace in your 1 
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uieted therefore in the Confidence of 
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And who is there of any ſtanding or kæperience 
in Religion, that hath not found it ſo? 
| The Fifth. Gils,: |; wo 
How may a Chriſtian work his Heart into a reſign- 
ing Frame unt the Will of God, ben ſad Providen- 
ces approach him, and preſagh. great Troubles and Af 
1 


ions coming on tours him m . 

For che right ſtating and reſolving. of this im- 
portant Cale, it will be needful to ſnew, 1. What 
is not included and intended in th Queſtion. 
2. What it doth ſuppoſe and include in it; and 
laſtly, what Helps and Directions are neceſſary 


for the due Performance of this great and difh- 


cult Duty. | 
Ei! 04) e eee 
As to the firſt, It muſt be premiſed, that the 
Queſtion doth not ſuppoſe the Heart or Will of 
a Chriſtian to be at his own command and diſ- 
poſe in this Matter, we cannot reſign it, and 
ſubject it to the Will of God whenever we deſire 
ſo to do: The Duty indeed is ours, but the Power 
by which alone we perform it is Ged's : We act 
as we are acted by the Spirit. It is with our 
Hearts, as with Meteors hanging in the Air, by 
the influence of the Sun; while that continues, 
they abide above, but when it fails, they fall to 


the Earth: We can do this, and all things elſe, 


be they never ſo difficult, through Chriſt that 
ſtrengthens us, Phil. 4. 13. But without him we can 
do nothing, John 15. 5. He doth not fay, with- 
out me ye can do but little, or without me ye 
can do nothing but with great difficulty, or with- 


out me ye can do nothing perfectly; but without 


me ye can do nothing at all. And every Chri- 


ſtian hath a Witneſs in his own Breaſt to atteſt 
this Truth: For there are Caſes frequently oc- 


'  Eurring 
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curring in the Methods of Providence, in which, 
notwithſtanding all their Prayers and Deſires, all 
their Reaſonings and Strivings, they cannot quiet 
their Hearts fully in the Diſpoſe and Will of God; 
but on the contrary, do find all their Endeavours 
in this matter to be but as the rolling of a return- 
ing Stone againſt the Hill: Till God ſay to the 
Heart, Be ſtill; and to the Will, Give up, no- 
thing can be done. pH TINS noc 
Secondly, Affrmatively. I'S 
Next, Let us conſider what this Caſe doth ſups 
poſe, and include in it, and we ſhall find. 
1. That it ſuppoſeth the People of God to have 
a Foreſight of Troubles and Diſtreſſes approach- 
ing and drawing near to them: I confeſs tis not 
always ſo, for many of our Afflictions, as well as 
Comforts, come by way of Surprizals upon as * 
But 'oft-rimes we have Forewarnings of Troubles 
both Publick and Perſonal, before we feel them : 
As the Weather may be diſcerned by the Face of 
the Sky, when we ſee a Morning Sky red and 
lowring, this is a natural Sign of a foul and rainy 
Day, Matth. 16.3. And there are as certain Signs 


of the Times, whereby we may diſcern when 


Trouble is near, even at the Door: And theſe 
Forewarnings are given by the Lord to awaken 


us to our Duties, by which they may either be 


prevented, Zeph. 2. f, 2. or ſanctified and ſweet- 
ned to us when they come. Theſe Signs and No- 
tices of approaching Troubles are gathered partly 
from the Obſervation and Collation of parallel 
Scripture Caſes and Examples, God generally 
holding one Tenour and ſteddy Courſe in the 
Adminiſtrations of his Providences in all Ages, 
1 Cor. 19. 6. partly from the Reflections Chriſti- 
ans make upon the Frames and Tempers of their 
De don 
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own Hearts, which greatly need awakening, 


humbling and purging Providences. For let a 
Chriſtian be but a few Years.or Months without 


aRod, and how formal, earthly, dead and vain 
will his Heart grow? And fuch x Temper pre- 
ſages Affliction to them that are beloved of the 
Lord, as really as the giving or ſweating of the 
Stones doth Rain. ly, The ordering and dif. 
poſing of the next Cauſes into a Poſture and Pre- 
tion for our Trouble, plainly premoniſheth us 
t Trouble is at the Door. Thus when the Symp- 
toms of Sickneſs begin to appear upon ous own 
Bodies, the Wife of our Boſom, or our Children, 
that are as our own Souls, Providence herein a- 
wakens our Expectations of Death and doleful 
tions: So when Enemies combine toge- 
ther, and plot the Ruin of our Liberties, Eſtates, 
or Lives, and God ſeemeth to looſe the Bridle of 
Reftraint upon their Necks, now we cannot but 
be alarmed with the near Approach of Troubles, 
eſpecially when at the ſame time our Conſcience 
ſhall refle& upon the Abuſe and Non-improve- 
ment of theſe our threatned Comforts. | 
2. The Caſe before us ſuppoſeth, that theſe 
Premonitions and Fore-runners of Affliction do 
uſually very much diſturb the Order, and break 
the Peace of our Souls; they put the Mind un- 
der great Diſcompoſure, the Thoughts under 
much Diſtraction, and the Affections into Tu- 


mults and Rebellion. 
Ah how unwilling are we to ſurrender to the 


Lord the Loan which he lent us! To be diſquiet- 


ed by Troubles, when at eaſe in our Enjoyments 
How unwelcome are the Meſſengers of Affliction 
to the beſt of Men! We are ready to ſay ta them 
as the Widow to Elijah, What have I to — 
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thee, O Man (O Meſſenger) of God, art tbou come 
unto me to call my Sin to remembrance, and to ſlay my 
Son? 1 Kings 17.18. And this ariſeth partly from 
the Remains of Corruption in the beſt Souls ; for 
tho' every ſanctified Perſon is come by his own 
Conſent into the Kingdom, and under the Go- 
vernment and Scepter of Chriſt, and eve 

Thought of his Heart de jure, and of right, mu 

be ſubjected to him, 2 Cor. 10. 5. yet de facto the 
Conqueſt and Power of Grace is but incompleat 
and in part, and natural Corruption, like Fere- 
boam with his vain Men, riſethup againſt it, and 
cauſeth many Mutinies in the Soul, whilſt Grace 
like young Abijab, is weak handed, and cannot 
reſiſt them. And partly from the Advantage Sa- 
tan makes upon the Seaſon to irritate and aſſiſt 
our Corruptions : He knows that which is al- 
ready in motion, is the more eaſily moved. In 
this Confuſion and Hurry of Thoughts he un- 
diſcernedly ſhuffles in his Temptations. Some- 
times aggravating he Evils which we fear, with 
all the ſinking and overwhelming Circumſtances 
imaginable ; ſometimes divining and forecaſting 
ſuch Events and Evils, as (haply) never fall our. 


Sometimes repining x the Diſpoſes of God, as 


more ſevere to us than others; and ſometimes re- 
flecting with very unbelieving and unworthy 
Thoughts upon the Promiſes of God, and his 
Faithfulneſs in them, by all which the Affliction 
is made to ſink deep into the Soul, before it actu- 
ally comes. The Thoughts are ſo diſordered, 
that Duty cannot be duly performed; and the 
Soul is really weakned and diſabled to bear its 

al when it comes indeed : Juſt as if a Man 


ſhould be kept waking and reſtleſs all the Night 


with the Thoughts of his hard Journey which 4 
my 
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muſt travel to Morrow; and ſo when to Mor- 
row is come, he faints for want of Reſt, midway 
his Journey. 1600 "WR ee 
3. It is here ſuppos'd to be the Chriſtian's great 
Duty, under the Apprehenſions of approaching 
Troubles, to reſign his Will to God's, and quietly 
commit the Events and Iſſues of all to him, what. 
ever they may prove. Thus did David in the like 
Caſe and Circumſtances, 2 Sam. r5. 25,26, And 
rhe King ſaid unto Zadock, carry back the Ark of 
God into the City, FI ſhall find fawour in the Eyes of 
the Lord, he will bring me back again, and ſhew me 
both it and his Habitation: But if be fhall thus ſay, 
T hawe no delight in thee, behold here am I, let him do 
to me at ſeemeth good to him. . | | 

O lovely and truly Chriſtian Temper ! 4. d. 
Go, Zadock, return with the Ark to its place, 


tho' I have not the Symbol, yet I hope I ſhall have 


the real Preſence of God with me in this ſad Jour- 
ney : How he will diſpoſe the Events of this ſad 
and doubtful Providence, I know not: Either I 

all return again to Feruſalem, or I ſhall not: If 

do, then I fhall ſee it again, and enjoy the 
Lord in his Ordinances there. If I do not, then 
T ſhall go to that Place Where there is no need 


or uſe of thoſe things. And either way it will 


be well for me, I am content to refer all to the 


Divine Pleaſure, and commit the Iſſue, be it 


'we can have no Peace within. Commit thy Works 


[Theſe being once commirred by an Act of Faith, 


whatever it will be, to the Lord. | 
And till our Hearts come to the like Reſolve, 


wto the Lord, and thy Thoughts ſhall be eſtabliſhed, 


Prov. 16. 3. By Works he means not only every 
Enterprize and Buſineſs we undertake, but every 


Zzl\ing, intricate, and doubtful Event we fear. 


and 
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and our Wills reſigned unto his, beſides the Com- 
fort we ſhall have in the Iſſue, we ſhall have the 
n a well compoſed, and peace- 
pirit. 
But this Reſignation is the difficulty; no doubt 
of Peace, could we once bring our Hearts to that. 
And therefore, 5 ä 
4. I ſhall here ſubjoin ſuch Helps and Dire- 
ctions, as may Fhrough God's Blefling , in the 
faithful uſe of them, aſſiſt and facilitate this great 
and difficult Work. ws 1 
20 ene 
And firſt, Labour to work into your Hearts @ deep 
and fixed Senſe of the infinite Wiſdom of God, and your 
en Folly and Ignorance. This will make Reſigna- 
tion eaſy to you: Whatſoever the Lord doth is by 
ounſel, Eph.r. 11. his Underſtanding is infinite, 
Ea 147. J. his Thoughts are very deep, Pſal.92. 5. 
but as for Man, yea the wiſeſt among Men, how 
little doth his Underitanding penetrate the Works 
and Deſigns of Providence ? And how oft are we 
forced to retra& our raſh Opinions, and confeſs 
our Miſtakes? acknowledging that if Providence 
had not ſeen with better Eyes than ours, and 
looked farther than we did, we had precipitated 
our ſelves into a thouſand Miſchiefs, which by 
its Wiſdom and Care we have eſcaped. It's well 
for us that the ſeven Eyes of Providence are ever 
awake, and looking out for our good. Now if 
one Creature can and ought to be guided and go- 
verned by another that is more wiſe and skilful 
than himſelf, as the Client by his learned Coun- 
ſel, the Patient by his skilful Phyſician, much 
more ſhould every Creature give up his weak 
Reaſon and ſhallow Underftanding to the infi- 


nite. Wiſdom of the Omniſcient God. 
*t | 3 It's 
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It's nothing but our Pride and Arrogance, o- 


* ver- valuing our Underſtandings, that makes Re. 
8 ſignation ſo hard. Carnal Reaſon ſeems to it 
n- ſelf a wiſe Diſputant about the Concerns of the 
ta trix fi-Fleſh, but how often hath Providence baffled it? 
bi vide- The more Humility, the more Reſignation. 
tur aro- How few of our Mercies and Comforts have 
pz : been foreſten by us? Our own Projects have come 
preſert im to nothing, and that which we never thought on, 
cum ali- Or contrived, hath taken place; not our choice of 
quid de the Ground, or Skill in weighing and delivering 
— , the Bowl, but ſome unforeſeen Providence, like a 
mittere. Rub in the Green, was that which made the Caſt. 
Tert. | Second Help, 

Deeply conſider the Sinfulneſs and Vanity of torturing 
your own Thoughts about the Iſſues of doubtful Pro- 
Vidences. 

(1.) There is much Sin in ſo doing : For all 
our anxious and ſolicitous Emotions, what are 
they other than the immediate Iſſues and Fruits 
of Pride and Unbelief? There is not a greater 
diſcovery of Pride in the World, than in the Con- 
teſts of our Wills with the Will of God. It's a 
preſumptuous invading of God's Prerogative, to 
diate to his Providence, and preſcribe to his 
Wiſdom. . | 

(2.) There is a great deal of Vanity in it : 
All the Thoughtfulneſs in the World will not 

- make one Hair white or black: All our Diſcon- 
tents will not prevail with God to call back [or 
as the Word may be rendered) make void his 
Word, 1/2.31.2. He is in one Mind, Job 23.13. 
The Thoughts of his Mind are from Everlaſting, 


Pſalm 33. 11. 
— * a Third Help. 
Set before you thoſe choice Scripture 2 74 
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* Submiſſion to the Lord's Will in as deep, yea, much 
leper Points of Self-denial than this before you, and 

ſhame your ſelves out of this quarrelling Temper with 

Providence. | 

bo You know what a cloſe Trial that Providence 

was to Abraham, that called him from his Native 

Countrey and Father's Houſe, to go he knew not 

whither ; and yet it's ſaid in Ia. 41. 2. He came 

to God's Foot, as readily obeying his Call, as a 


3 Servant when his Maſter knocks for him with his 
Foot. 
5 Paul's Voyage to Feruſalem had a diſmal Aſpect 


. upon himſelf, he could expect nothing but Bonds 
and Priſons, as he tells us, Act, 20. 23. And a 
„ | great Trial it was to the Saints, who could not 
S tell how to give up ſuch a Miniſter, yet he reſigns 
up his Will to God, Act, 20. 22. and ſo do they, 
1 | 4#s 21. 14. The Will of the Lord be done. 
* But far beyond theſe, and all other Patterns, 
is | what an Example hath our dear Lord Feſus ſer 
before us in the deepeſt Point of Self-denial that 
ever was in the World. When the Father gave 
the Cup of Sufferings into his Hands in the Gar- 
den, Mark 14. 36. A Cup of Wrath, the Wrath of 
the great and terrible God, and that wichour 
Mixture: The very Taſte whereof, put Nature 
into an Agony and Aſtoniſhment, a ſore Amaze- 
ment, a bloody Sweat; and forced from him that 
vehement and ſad cry, Father, if it be poſſible, let 
this Cup paſs ; yet till with Submiſſion, never- 
theleſs not my Will, but thine be done. O bleſſed 
| Pattern of Obedience, and Reſignation to the 
* | Pleaſure of God! What is your Caſe to this? 
4 2 Fourth Help. 5 
Study the "get Benefits and Advantages of a 


Will reſi and melted into the Will of God. 
j alas (1,) Such 
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(.) Such à Spirit hath a continual Sabbath 
within it ſelf: The Thoughts are eſtabliſned, 
Prog. 16. 3. And truly, till 4 Man come to this, 
he doth but too much reſemble the Dęvil, who 
is a reſtleſs Spirit, ſeeking reſt, but finding; none. 
It was an excellent Expreflion of Luther, to 
one that was much perplexed in his Spirit about 
the doubtful Events of ſome Affairs of his that 
were then depending: Dominus tua omnia faciat, 
A nibil fqcids, Jed fis Sabbatum Chriſti : (i. e.) 
The Lord ſhall do all for thee, and thou ſhalt do 
nothing, but be the Sabbath of Chriſt. It is by 
this means that the Lord gives bis Beloved ſleep, 
Plalm 127. 2. He means not the Sleep of the 
Body, but of the Spirit. Fideles (faith one up- 
on = Place) etſi vitam agant laborioſam, compo- 
ſitis tamen & tranquillis animis in fidei ſilentio ſe 
continent, ac ſi doxmirent : (i. e.) Though Belie- 
vers live in the midſt of many Troubles here, 
yet with quiet and compoſed Minds they keep 
themſelves in the Silence of Faith, as though they 

were alleep.. 9 © 3. 
(.) Beſides, it fits a Man's Spirit for Com- 
munion with God in all his Afflictions, and this 
alleviates and ſweetens them beyond any thing 
in the World. Jin y - a 
(3-) And ſurely a Man is never nearer the 
Mercy he defires, or the Deliverance he expects, 
(as one truly obſerves) than when his Soul is 
brought into a ſubmiſſive Temper. David was 
never nearer the Kingdom, than when he became 
458 weaned Child. [7 gt 
2 n one 
Laſtly, Think how repugnant an unſubmiſſroe 
Temper is both to your Prayers and Profeſſions, 


You 


VE 


ul 


Che Wyltery of-Pzovidence. 
You pray that the Will of God may be done 
on Earth, as it is in Heaven, and yet when it 


ſeems to croſs your Wills or Intereſts, you ſtrug- 


gle and fret againſt it. You profeſs to have com- 
mitted your Souls to his keeping, and to leave 
your Eternal Concerns in his Hands; and yet can- 
not commit things infinitely leſs valuable unto 
him. How contradictory are theſe Things! 

Tour Profeſſion, as Chriſtians, ſpeaks you to 
be led by the Spirit, but this Practice ſpeaks you 


to follow the perverſe Counſels of your own Spi- 


rits. O then regret no more, diſpute no mo 
but lie down meelky at your Father's Feet, an 
Ae, ee 


And thus I have, through the Aid of Provi- 
dence, performed what I deſigned to ſpeak from 
this Scripture. I acknowledge, my Performan- 


ces have been accompanied with much Weakneſs, 


yet have endeayoured to ſpeak of Providence the 
Things that are tight. Bleſſed be the Lord, who 
51 far affiſted and protected me in this 
ene. at 55 
How Providence will diſpoſe of my Life, Li- 
y and Labours for Time to come, I know 
not, but I chearfully commit all to him, who 
hath hitherto performed all things for me. 
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Jerifments And Wer ts. 
am not for kap en that a Chtiſtian 
ich in his Experience, for (as 1 


Religion doth not lay all open; but yet there is 
A prudent, humble and ſeaſonable ommunica- 
tion of our Experiences and Obſervations. of 
ridence, which is exceeding beneficial both 
urfefves and our Brethren. 
pe” Chriſtians in reading the Scriptures, 
would judiciouſly collect and record the Provi- 


dences they ſhall meet with _ and (if deſti- 
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affect us, are not eaſily forgotten by us; and yet, 
how ordinary is it for new Impreſſions to raze 
out former ones? It was a ſaying of that worthy 
Man Dr. Harris, My Memory (ſaid he) never 
failed me in all my Life; for indeed, I durſt ne- 
Written Metnorials ſecure us againſt 
that Hazard ; and beſides, makes them uſeful to 
others when we are gone. . So that you carry 
not away all r Treaſure to Heayen with you, 
bur leave thele choice — to your ſurviving 
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Friends. Certainly it were not ſo great a Loſs, 


to loſe your Silver, your Goods and Chattels, as 


it is to loſe your Experiences which God hath 


this way given you in this World,  * 

(.) Take de f claſping up thoſe rich Trea- 
ſures in a Book, and thinking it enough to have 
noted them there: But have frequent recourſe to 
them, as oft as new Wants, Fears or Difficulties 
ariſe, and aſſault you. Now, it's ſeaſonable to 
Was I never ſo diſtreſſed 


me? Let me confider the Days of Old, the Years of 


q ( ) Laft , Beware of ſlighting former Straits 
| 1 Banger in compariſon with preſent ones. 


Anzient Times, as Aſaph did, Pſalm 77: 9. 
0 


That which is next us, always appears greateſt 


to us: And as Time removes us farther and far- 
ther from our former Mercies or Dangers, ſo 
they leſſen in our Eyes, juſt as the Land from 
which they fail, doth to Sea- men. Know that 
your Dangers have been as great, and your Fears 
no leſs formerly than now. Make it as much 
your Buſineſs, to preſerve the Senſe and Value, 
as the Memory of former Providenges, and the 


Fruit will be ſweet to you. 5 
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